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To: The Lancer Family 
From: President & Principal Matthew Mohs 
Date: March 26, 2021 
Re: Important Information Regarding Governor Inslee’s Recent Announcement 

How to Partner with Kennedy Catholic this Holy Week 

As a communal sign of responding to our Lenten calls, I am hoping to have full 
participation in our Lenten alms-giving project to support our sister school in 
Cuernavaca, Mexico. If your student has not had a chance to contribute at least $3, the 
easiest and fastest way to do so at this point is through Venmo. 

Additionally, we will be holding a Lenten Day of Service from 9-11am in the cafeteria 
tomorrow, March 27. Our students are invited to join the Campus Ministry team in 
writing letters to our community’s first responders, educators, and homebound seniors. 
This is a great opportunity for our 9th and 10th graders to fulfill their second semester 
ISLE service requirement and give back to the community affected disproportionately by 
COVID-19.  

Governor Jay Inslee’s Recent Announcement 

Yesterday, Governor Inslee announced that the State of Washington would conform 
with the new guidance on schools from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) effective 
immediately. I was truly surprised at the speed of implementation as I expected there to 
be some form of phase-in to allow the public schools more time to prepare for a return 
to campus. This change in guidance from our Washington State Department of Health 
allows us to move desks closer within the classrooms (from 6 feet apart to 3 feet apart), 
which gives us the ability to serve all our enrolled students in-person every class day. 
Some activities still require at least six feet of distancing, which creates some items for 
us to address if a significant number of students return to campus daily. This flexibility, 
however, is subject to tighter restrictions based on the community transmission rates 
(200/100,000 or higher on a 14-day rolling average) and test positivity (10% or higher). 

https://venmo.com/KennedyCatholic


 2 

These levels of community spread would also likely trigger a rollback in the King County 
phases of re-opening and affect other activities at Kennedy Catholic.   
 
How this Announcement Impacts Kennedy Catholic 
 
The implications of this major change in requirements for K-12 schools are significant 
for our school and community. While we still have to finalize details and receive 
clarifications on the new guidance, it allows us to: 
 
1. Provide in-person instruction four days a week beginning April 19 for every student 

 
a. Distance learning will continue until the end of the school year for those 

families and students unable to have students return to in-person instruction.  
b. Students and families committing to in-person instruction are expected to 

attend physically every day unless subjected to quarantine.  
c. Community days marked on the school calendar remain as scheduled to 

facilitate retreats and other activities with each grade level. 
d. With the availability of vaccines for educators, most of our faculty and staff 

will have had the opportunity to be fully vaccinated by April 19, 2021. This will 
allow most, if not all, of our teachers to return to campus for in-person 
instruction after Easter break. Additionally, full vaccination status will minimize 
the interruptions we have experienced to date as a result of potential 
exposure to COVID-19.  

e. To date, our lunch protocols have worked, and we have maintained six feet of 
social distancing for every student. If 75%-80% of students return to campus 
daily, our current capacity in the cafeteria and our two lofts will not be 
sufficient. We are exploring a variety of options to ensure we provide students 
with a minimum of six feet to eat safely. More information will be sent to you 
prior to our expansion of in-person instruction on April 19.  
 

2. Plan for a return to full, in-person instruction for all students at the start of the 2021-
2022 school year: 
 

a. While Kennedy Catholic will maintain the capabilities and resources in which 
we have invested this school year, our expectation is that all students will 
attend school in-person every day next school year.  

b. If the last year has taught us anything, it is the need to remain flexible and 
adaptable. If mandated or necessitated by public health conditions, Kennedy 
Catholic will be able to offer remote learning.  
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c. Although our default planning assumption is based upon a full return to on-
campus instruction, we will discuss the unique circumstances some of our 
families may have and address them on a case-by-case basis. If your family is 
interested in continuing some form of distance learning for the 2021-2022 
school year, please e-mail Peggy Cunningham at, 
cunninghamp@kennedyhs.org, to request a time to discuss your 
circumstances. At this time, Kennedy Catholic cannot commit to providing for 
voluntary distance learning, but we are open to discussing the issues and 
concerns of our families. Please make this request no later than April 26, 2021.  
 

3. All other safety protocols will remain in place until further notice, including 
mandatory mask wearing, individual screening, cleaning and hygiene, and contact 
tracing when necessary.  

 
It is clear from the responses to last week’s survey that the decision to have students 
return to campus is very personal and involves a number of factors. I am sharing our 
most current thinking on both of these topics to provide you with the most amount of 
time to prepare and discern what is best for your family and your student. It is possible 
we might have to pause the plans to return fully on April 19, especially if community 
spread increases significantly. I am confident that our protocols have been tested well 
and are reducing the risk of transmission.  
 
We continue to learn of cases associated with our community, but we have not had a 
single case of transmission tied back to our activities on campus. We continue to follow 
the recommendations of public health and consult as needed to sort through the 
complicated issues. As part of the press conference, Governor Inslee announced that all 
adults aged 16 and older will be eligible to receive a COVID-19 vaccine beginning May 
1, 2021. Please give prayerful consideration to receiving a vaccine when you or your 
student are eligible. Vaccination not only offers individual protection but also 
contributes to a protective shield for the community, especially for those vulnerable 
members who cannot receive the shots.  
 
Easter Break + Travel Recommendations 
 
With Easter Break around the corner, I also have three important reminders related to 
COVID-19 protocols, calendar, and class schedules: 
 
1. Holy Week Schedule (March 29-April 1) 

mailto:cunninghamp@kennedyhs.org
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a. Good Friday (April 2, 2021) is now part of our Easter Break, as communicated 
earlier. I encourage you to observe Good Friday as a family at your local 
parish or online.  

b. Cohorts 1 and 2 will attend classes on campus Monday and Tuesday, while 
Cohorts 3 and 4 will attend classes on campus Wednesday and Thursday. 

c. Classes on Holy Thursday (April 1, 2021) begin at 8:40 AM, not the typical 9:50 
on a B-Block Day. Students attending in person should arrive during the 
staggered start window of 8:00-8:40am.  

d. Our Holy Thursday Mass will take place in the gym at 10:15am and will be 
live-streamed to allow the rest of our community to attend.  
 

2. Travel Protocols and Easter Break 
 

a. The State of Washington has now aligned with the Centers for Disease 
Control guidelines on travel. 

b. If you travel out-of-state and wish to return on campus by April 19, 2021 for 
any Kennedy Catholic function, your student must observe the following 
quarantine requirements: 

i. Return home no later than Sunday, April 11. 
ii. Quarantine for a full seven days with no participation in any school 

activities. 
iii. Take a PCR Covid-19 test after having been home for 5 days (i.e., April 

16 if your student returned on April 11). 
iv. Email Katie Burns a copy of your negative test result no later than April 

18, 2021.  
v. Contact Katie Burns to discuss protocols if the test returns with a 

positive result.  
c. If you travel out-of-state and do not wish to test, you must quarantine for 10 

days. If your student returned on April 11, the earliest return to any school 
activity is April 22. 

d. If you travel to a high-risk area, please review and follow the most recent 
guidelines from the CDC. 
 

3. Synchronous Distance Learning Scheduled April 12-16, 2021 
 

a. In recognition that a significant number of families travel over Easter Break, 
Kennedy Catholic announced previously that we would implement a week of 
synchronous distance learning for all students.  

b. Classes will follow the A/B Block schedule and students will meet live with 
their teachers at the normally scheduled times.  

https://coronavirus.wa.gov/travelers-commuters
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c. Co-Curriculars and athletics will continue as scheduled, however all students
are expected to follow the quarantine guidance if traveling over break. If you
are quarantined, you are not allowed to participate in-person.

Support Kennedy Catholic – Attend The KATCH Virtual Auction 

Lastly, I hope to see many of you at the KATCH Virtual Auction tomorrow night. The 
evening promises to be entertaining, especially the opportunity to virtually “attend” a 
social hour prior to the live auction. If you have not had a chance to register, it is not too 
late. Come join the greater Lancer Family to celebrate Kennedy Catholic by registering at 
our auction website. We have lots of great items for you to bid on and the opportunity 
to support this year’s Fund-A-Need for our soon-to-constructed IMADE Center. We rely 
on your generosity and our students are very thankful for your support. I’ll see you 
tomorrow as we Step Up to support Kennedy Catholic High School.  

In Peace, 

Matthew Mohs 
President/Principal 

https://jfkhs2021.ggo.bid/bidding/package-browse



