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Kennedy Catholic is hiring! Open positions include,
a Librarian, Math and English teachers; check the
employment section of our website for the latest
openings.

A Note from Mike Prato, President

“”

Perhaps the best legacy Joe left
to me was his unfailing love of
the Catholic faith.

In the fall of 1969, entering my sophomore
year at JFK, I noticed a slightly older teacher
wandering the halls. Thirty-nine was ‘slightly
old’ to a 16-year old. There was a buzz on
campus - we had our first ever baseball coach,
taking on varsity competition for the first time.
Although I was a track guy, it was hard to miss
his obvious presence; impeccably outfitted for
practice, expecting his players to be so as well
- and they were. As I remember those early
days, I think of the impact Mr. Faccone had
on Kennedy Catholic; who in four short years
(1973) would win his first of two State titles.
That was an amazing accomplishment. To be
sure, his contribution to the legacy of athletics
at Kennedy Catholic is amongst the greatest,
and I am sure resonated throughout the state.
But the most amazing thing about that ‘slightly
older 39-year old’; he never aged!

side to support the Father Evoy Scholarship
Fund. And each year after the order arrived,
he’d come into my office saying, “What’s the
deal with the almonds, Mike! They’re giving
us less and less each year. Pretty soon, they’ll
be selling chocolate only.”

That preoccupation with the support of
Catholic education would lead Joe, in 1992,
to initiate the first ever partnership between
a parish and Kennedy High School. Together
with then principal Jack Schuster, Father
Jack Morris, current parish priest at Our
Lady of Mt. Virgin, and in memory of the
late Fr. Gerald Evoy, the beloved former
parish priest at Our Lady of Mt. Virgin, an
informal memorandum of understanding
was established and for the next 25 years, an
annual dinner would take place in the parish
hall at Mt. Virgin to raise money to support
Joe was a legacy for another reason too; the
scholarships at Kennedy High School. To be
infamous World’s Finest Chocolate sales. A
sure, you could arrange your calendar around
staple fundraiser from the school’s inception
Joe’s mailings! Joe never left anything to
through 2006, it was Mr. Faccone’s homeroom chance.
that annually competed for the most chocolate
But perhaps the best legacy he left to me was
bars sold. Even Sr. Rose Marie’s homeroom
struggled to keep up. To this day, Joe could be his unfailing love of his Catholic faith.
Read More
found negotiating his own order to sell on the
www.kennedyhs.org
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A Note from Nancy Bradish, Principal

“”

I am ever amazed by the depth
of our students’ faith, how they
have committed themselves to
living a life of service to others.

We have begun our last quarter of the 20182019 school year. This is a very emotional
time for our Seniors who are preparing for
their next stage in life. These last weeks we
get to spend with them often go by much too
quickly. As they finish their last semester in
high school and gear up to the rest of their
life journey, we also begin to prepare for the
next class to enter in to Kennedy Catholic.
Last month the incoming Class of 2023
came in to register for their first classes in
high school. As the students and their parents
came into the building, the feelings of pride,
nerves and excitement were all present. It
was a joy to meet, talk with and assist our new
students and their families.
Our Human Relations Club honored and
celebrated our rich diversity with events
during Cultural week, culminating in one
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of the students’ favorite assemblies of the
year, the Cultural Assembly, an assembly
of song and dance from cultures around the
world.
The month of April has many prayer
opportunities to help us honor Holy
Week. Students are able to participate in
reconciliation, Holy Thursday Mass and
Stations of the Cross on Good Friday.
We are truly blessed to be in a community
with whom we can celebrate and share our
faith. Happy Easter!
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11

YEE-HAW!
We wish to extend a heartfelt thank you
to everyone who made contributions to
the 2019 KATCH Auction gala. Over 300
members of the Lancer community came
together to celebrate and support our school.
We raised an extraordinary $760,000.
Thanks to a dollar-for-dollar match and
many incredible donors, over $440,000 was
contributed during the Paddle Raise alone which will help fund our new makerspace.
THANK YOU to everyone, especially
our volunteers, who made our auction an
enormous success and tremendously fun we are so grateful. A special shout-out to
Paul and Nicolle Kemp for serving as our
chairs and to everyone seen and unseen
who created a sensational celebration of our
school. In addition, the auction wouldn’t
be possible without the contributions and
partnership of our auction sponsors on the
right.

Champion Sponsor: Burien Toyota and
Burien Chevrolet
Premier Sponsor: Alaska Airlines
Advocate Sponsor: A’viands
Advocate Sponsor: Wildwood Market
Advocate Sponsor: Westside Children’s
Dentistry
The Schwartz Company
Elliott Bay Brewery
CHI Franciscan
Patterson Ruehlmann design+ architecture
Lithocraft
Renton Printery
Sharp Business Systems
Basel Cellars
Irving and Patricia Aguirre
Lavish Roots Catering
We are humbled by the incredible generosity
and spirit of giving in the Lancer community.

www.kennedyhs.org
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JFK DAY
GIVE A LITTLE, GIVE A LATTE
Please join us for our inaugural day of giving,
JFK Day, on Wednesday, May 8. We’re asking
you to skip your latte that week and pass it on
to fellow Lancers to help raise money for our
Student Needs Fund. Small donations make
a huge difference, funding lunches, bus rides,
textbooks and more for students who aren’t
always able to afford these necessities. Mark
your calendars now for JFK Day!

WORLD LANGUAGES HONOR SOCIETY INITIATION
This past month, students were inducted into the French, Spanish, American Sign Language
and Latin Honor Societies based on their standing and completion of pre-requisites for their
language. The ceremony for students and their families was held in the cafeteria and spoken
in many different languages! Senior members of each society will receive a special cord at
graduation recognizing this achievement. Toutes nos félicitations, felicidades, gratulationes!

FIRST SEMESTER HONOR ROLL STUDENTS
Congratulations to the many dedicated Lancer scholars who earned a 4.0 unweighted GPA
last semester! Students were honored at an all school assembly, receiving recognition and
a certificate for their accomplishments. The assembly concluded with a reception in the
Dillman Center, hosted by National Honor Society advisor Mr. Barbarossa. We are so
proud of the dedication these students have to their studies at Kennedy Catholic.
6
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BLOOD DRIVE
Seventy-one Lancer students, faculty and
staff participated in the Spring Blood Drive
through Bloodworks Northwest. Forty-eight
pints of blood were given, helping save the
lives of 144 patients at over 90 hospitals in
the Northwest!

GRANDPARENTS DAY - MAY 3
We are looking forward to a memorable Grandparents Day on Friday, May 3. This day will
include a light breakfast, complimentary professional photographs and grandchildren will take
their guests on a school tour. The event will conclude with a beautiful Mass in the gym. This is
always a fun and memorable celebration. Please visit our website to RSVP. Questions? Contact
Yesenia Barajas at 206.957.9719. Thank you and we hope to see you there!

www.kennedyhs.org
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ALUMNI NEWS &
taking his civil service tests for multiple fire
service departments. Now in his exciting career,
firefighting has taken Brian all over the West
coast.

ALUMNI PROFILE:
BRIAN HALVERSON ‘91
Throughout his life, Brian Halvorson ‘91 has
been drawn to people. There are those who
motivate him, like his friends and family,
those who form a brotherhood of support,
like his coworkers, and those who have made
learning fun, like his math teacher at John
F. Kennedy Memorial High School (now
Kennedy Catholic), Mr. Josie. A student
athlete dedicated to swimming, Brian
also enjoyed the many opportunities for
academics, and the sense of family offered
by Kennedy Catholic. Originally on the path
to become a dentist, Brian quickly realized
that wasn’t for him. He was drawn to a career
that would offer excitement and get him
away from an office, so he volunteered as a
community firefighter while taking classes in
Fire Science Technology. Two years later, he
completed his AA degree in the subject, and
went on to earn his Bachelor’s in Education
from Eastern Washington University while
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Not only does it offer adventure, excitement,
and constant changes, but it’s given him a link
to some amazing people. His first position
was with the Coeur d’Alene Fire Department
as a firefighter, responding directly to fire
emergencies, and he was promoted to Fire
Inspector/Investigator a year later. As a Fire
Inspector, he conducted inspections of buildings
for safety compliance and worked to determine
the cause of a fire after the fact. Shortly
thereafter, he again moved, this time just outside
of Portland, OR to Tualatin. Here, he took a
position as a Deputy Fire Marshal with the
Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue before changing
to his current position with the Las Vegas Fire &
Rescue as an Assistant Fire Protection Engineer.
Using all of his experience, his job now consists
of reviewing plans from architects for fire
protection needed in new construction. Through
all of these moves, Brian has learned about every
aspect of fire safety and proper procedures. He
has also experienced living in many different
communities and climates, everything from the
four seasons of Coeur d’Alene, to the desert of
Las Vegas. Happy with the sun and mountain
adventures of his latest home in Las Vegas,
Brian takes every opportunity to get out with his
family and go off-roading.

& EVENTS
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Happy Birthday to our April alumni! We wish you a wonderful year
ahead! Click here for the full list.
To make sure your name is included, head over to our Alumni Page and
fill out the form under, “Help Us Update Our Records.”

LANCERS REUNITED
Lancers are ready to be reunited! The classes of 1974, 1979, 1989, 1999, and 2009 have all
gotten a jump start on planning. As soon as dates and locations have been confirmed, they will
be posted here and on the alumni page of our website. If you’d like to help with planning, more
hands are always helpful! Contact Rebecca Nuffer with any questions.
1974:
It’s the Class of 1974’s 45th Reunion this summer! Join us on June 8 from 3-7pm on the
outside deck at Smarty Pants Garage in Burien.
Tickets are $10 at the door with sliders and salads provided. Cash bar available.
For an accurate count, please RSVP by June 1 to Pam Miller (millerp747@gmail.com) or Joe
Slye (jgslye@comcast.net).
1979:
Save the date for August 9-10! You’ll be receiving an official invitation in the mail, so be sure
your information is updated. Contact Sue (Marsland) Hearron (hearrons3@comcast.net) for
additional details or to make a donation to the Class of 79 Reunion fund.
2009:
Save the date for October 5! More information will be coming later, but for any questions
contact the reunion committee (jfkreunion2009@gmail.com).
www.kennedyhs.org
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SAVE THE DATE: EASTER EGG HUNT
Join us on Friday, April 12 for our annual community egg hunt! Join us in the Kennedy
Catholic cafeteria for snacks, activities, and more starting at 3pm.
The hunt will begin promptly at 3:30pm. Baskets are provided. Kids of all ages will search high
and low for over 1,000 eggs filled with treasures. Everyone is welcome - invite your friends and
neighbors. For more information, contact Rebecca Nuffer.

LOCAL LANCERS MEET UP ON JUNE 14
Celebrate summer and meet up with the Lancer Family at Optimism Brewing in Capitol Hill
on Friday, June 14 from 5-7pm. Spend time with old friends from all classes and enjoy a fun
downtown brewery. Plus, enter our raffle to see if you’re the lucky winner of Lancer alumni
swag! Event is limited to those 21+. Entry is free for all Young Alumni (graduates from the
past ten years), $5 fee for all others. Tickets include one drink ticket and are available here.
Young alumni can RSVP to Rebecca Nuffer or check in at the event!
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MARCH MADNESS MUSIC
For the third year in a row, students in Mrs. Lewis’ French classes took part in la Manie
musicale de mars or March Music Madness. Students were asked during November’s National
French Week to submit a French song or video of their choice. From those submissions eight
brackets of sixteen songs were created with songs ranging from traditional French singers like
Edith Piaf, to everyone’s favorite underdog “Chaud Cacao”, to today’s pop hits. Each day in
March at the end of class the two songs of that day’s bracket were played and students were
encouraged to vote via email for their favorite.
The final winner was announced on April 1 as Black M’s “Le plus fort du monde”, which was also
last year’s winner. This has turned out to be a great way to expose students to French language,
culture, history, and even grammar! This year’s songs can be found here.

VOCATIONS WEEK
To celebrate Vocations Week (April 8-12), Campus Ministry welcomed Lancer alums Michael
Barbarossa ’14 and Fr. Louis Cunningham ’10 to talk with the junior class about discernment
and religious life. The two talked about their call to the priesthood and offered words of
encouragement for those who may be thinking about beginning a path towards religious life
after high school. Thank you to Michael and Louis for making a trip back to your alma mater!

www.kennedyhs.org
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CAREER DAY
Kennedy Catholic hosted another successful Career Day in March, bringing in professionals
from many sectors across the Seattle area. We are so grateful to those who spoke candidly
about their career journeys, offering advice to students who are discerning what they may want
to do after high school. Thank you to the many gracious alumni and friends who took time out
of their work schedules to speak to our students about what they do! If you wish to participate
in a future Career Day, contact Alumni Relations Manager, Rebecca Nuffer.

NW CATHOLIC
STUDENT OF THE MONTH
Kimberly L., Senior
Kimberly is constantly pushing herself to
be her absolute best,” said nominator Sofia
Lopez. “She brings a light to our campus with
her ability to bring others into the Lancer
Family.” Kimberly helps lead class retreats and
serves in various leadership positions. She also
volunteers at the West Seattle Food Bank. She
is a member of Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish.
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NATIONAL
HISTORY DAY
National History Day is an
academic competition in which
students present on topics related
to a theme; this year’s theme is
“Triumph and Tragedy in History.”
Congratulations to the following
9th graders for their winning
performances at this year’s
Regional History Day Competition:
Senior Documentary Category:
Gabe D., Ysabella P., and Elliot S.
(1st place)
Senior Exhibit Category: Kailee M.,
Lucy C., and Sofia D. (4th place);
Anjali M., Ave D., Ian B. and Sophia
M. (2nd place); Ali G., Sarah E.,
and Sophia K. (1st place)
What a History Day - almost a
clean sweep for Kennedy Catholic!
Good luck to everyone as they now
move on to the State History Day
Competition in May.

DEALING WITH GRIEF
Last month, cultural anthropology classes focused
on a unit about communication, collective grief,
memorializing, and how culture is changed when a
tragedy happens. Students studied 9/11 and looked
at several different tributes in different mediums:
photography, a student magazine, poetry, and a
feature article as cultural commentary on grief. The
silent discussion was a way to communicate without

RESUME WORKSHOP
Last month, Mr. Jones and Mr. Olson hosted a Resume Writing Workshop. Each student
learned what goes into a resume and the types of experience required for certain jobs or
colleges. This was a great opportunity for students to start thinking about their achievements
and what they may want to accomplish in the future.

www.kennedyhs.org
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INTERNATIONAL
INTERNATIONAL RECRUITING LANDS NEW MARKET
In February, Rommel Buenafe traveled to meet Country Coordinators and academic partners
in the Philippines, Thailand and Hong Kong. The recruiting trip was very successful and as
of April, eight students have applied. During his visit, Rommel and Country Coordinator
Paul Meim, conducted on-site language assessments in Manila and Cebu, Philippines.
New applicants tested their English proficiency with the help of a new cloud-based online
assessment tool the school began using this year. The assessment delivers instant proficiency
evaluations of reading, listening and grammar skills with accuracy, efficiency and accessibility
and contributes to proper course placement. Mr. Buenafe also participated in a student
recruitment fair in Hong Kong. He also met and conducted an agency training seminar in
Bangkok Thailand with recruiting partner FLS.

Office of International Education Website
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EXTRAORDINARY EXPERIENCE
This March, students visited the Boeing Museum of Flight, which is the largest non-profit
independent air and space museum in the world. The tour included more than 150 air and
spacecraft displayed in a variety of exhibits.
The three day weekend was a chance for students to get outside for a long walk along sunny
Alki beach and to work on their golf swing. To wrap up the day, international parents got
together to cook a feast of dumplings for the dorm students and staff.

www.kennedyhs.org
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AVID AT UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND
Ms. Cable’s AVID students toured the University of Puget Sound last month, getting a feel for
what college life would be like!

WRITING FOR BUSINESS PANEL
In preparation for her Business Writing unit, Ms. Staley welcomed professionals in different
business sectors to talk on a panel about the various functions of their jobs, how they got to
where they are, and the importance of project management. This panel helped students begin
writing their business corporation projects, in which they were tasked with creating a business
from the ground up. These business presentations were then shared in a board room setting.
Thank you to the individuals who took time out of their work schedules to speak to Ms.
Staley’s students about business!
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STUDENT PROFILE: HALEY M., LENE N., AND SAMMY S.
How did the Freshman retreat change your outlook on Kennedy Catholic and the Lancer
Family?
Sammy: I got to know the upperclassmen and it really helped me feel more involved. My leaders
helped me come out of my shell.  
Pearl: Because the retreat was reduced in length, I feel like everyone came together and worked
harder because we did not have the normal amount of time to meet each other.  
At the retreat were you able to make new friends that you see yourself with for the rest of high
school?  
Lene: Yes! We made friends with our freshmen and I talk to them every day. I can totally see
myself being friends with them throughout high school and beyond.  
Sammy: I knew who my leaders were, and I looked up to them. Now I feel like I am friends with
them. I was mutual friends with another freshman, Avery, but we did not really know each other
well. We became very close over the retreat, and now we talk every day.
How did the retreat impact you?  
Sammy: The message that stuck with me was how important friends are. It made me realize the
value of true friends.  
Pearl: At the end of the retreat, everyone broke out singing “life is a highway.” It really showed
me how everyone can come together and have a great time.   
Lene: I feel like I really allowed my group to come out of their shells. I helped them to open up,
have fun and meet new people.  
What did your small group mean to you? What was the impact?  
All: It was everything to us!
Sammy: Yeah, definitely the best part!
Lene: The high school talks impacted me most, when I saw how much the girls in my group
looked up to me, it was really special. I am an only child and I feel like I have little sisters now
because of how awesome my freshman retreat group was.
www.kennedyhs.org
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FOUND REFLECTION
Written by Paisley S.
Often times when we dwell on the past or
worry about the future, we disregard the
present moment. We decide we don’t have
time for the present, it is too fickle and we
are too busy. Life is full of little moments,
of things here one minute and gone the
next. The present is a beautiful thing. It is so
fleeting. So intangible. It’s truly a powerful
thing, and living in the present proves
invaluable for appreciating the beauty and
wonder of life. It makes us more aware,
more open, more willing to look for what
we’ve been searching for. It allows us to
truly live. When we live in the present, we
break the cycle. Instead of shutting out
the opportunities for living fully and being
complacent with our mundane routines, we
find what life is really all about. Life is finding
joy in the mundane. It is laughter and love
and light. It is the sun breaking through the
clouds after endless days of overcast skies.
It is inside jokes with your close friends. It is
asking your parents how their days were. It
is watching someone walk their dog who is
super excited about something. This is life.
This is living. It’s recognizing that the present
moment will never be here again, and you
may as well revel in it. You can’t change what
happened a few minutes ago and of course
not something that happened a few years
ago. Those previously present moments have
become a part of a reflective part of life
called the past. The past cannot be changed,
no matter how hard we try. But, we can
change our attitude about it in the present.
The future, on the other hand, is present
moments waiting to happen. But, this
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evokes a whole other company of emotions.
The future might be exciting, surprising, scary,
unexpected, or stressful. Probably the worst
part about the future is our inability to prepare
ourselves for it. Anything could happen, and
that terrifies us. But, if you choose to live fully
in the present, you prevent the future from
getting in the way of living as you deserve. The
future will come, it is constantly coming as it
fuels the next present moment. But the future
is not ours to worry about. Only God has the
ability to know what lies ahead. We can make
all the predictions we want, but ultimately, at a
certain point, we cannot control our destinies.
We can often only set ourselves up for what we
think might happen. But after all our planning
and worrying, God steps in. And He does it all
the time. He is always there, leading us through
each day as we leave the past behind and move
through the present to the future. He is a
loving, trustworthy God who only wants what
is best for us. So why do we worry when we
know He has our back? He knows already the
plans He has for us, so why do we try to fight
it? Because often times we become so caught
up in what we want, we forget about what we
need. But God doesn’t. He knows you better
than anyone, and he will likely not steer you
wrong. Trust in Him. He will take away your
worries as you rest in the satisfaction that you
might not know what’s coming, but He does.
Often the only thing we can do is Let Go and
Let God. It’s simple, really, this concept, but
also so difficult. It is not impossible, though. I
challenge you to make peace with the past, live
in the present, and let God handle the future.
This is your life, how are you living it?

YOUNG EXECUTIVES OF COLOR
Representatives from the University of Washington’s Young Executives of Color (YEOC)
program came to Kennedy Catholic to speak to current students. YEOC meets one Saturday
a month to cover basic business principles, resume writing and career development. This is a
unique, tangible opportunity for Lancers to gain experience in business while simultaneously
being mentored by a current University of Washington student.

TEACHER PROFILE: BLAINE
VANDERSNICK
How long have you been teaching at
Kennedy Catholic and what classes do you
teach?
I have taught since 2009 and teach
Economics, Business Law and Pacific Rim
Studies.
The more you teach, do you feel a stronger
connection to your students?  
Oh yes! I think that’s the nature of this
place; the older I get I realize how precious it
is. I’ve been teaching for 30 years!
How do you build a connection with your
students? What advice do you commonly
give them?  
I feel like I really understand my students.
Seniors are going through a huge time in

their life, possibly the biggest decision. My
Economics classes talk a lot about the financial
side of college, students loans and scholarships,
which I feel is valuable advice for my students.
What does the Lancer Family mean to you?  
Kennedy Catholic is a precious place. It means
that people truly have a place where they can
be themselves and fit in. The teachers are
supportive and helpful no matter how easy or
stressful situations are for our students. The
students bring the energy to this school, and
all the teachers are there to support, guide and
help them.  

www.kennedyhs.org
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FINE & PERFORM

OKLAHOMA!
Oklahoma!, this year’s musical, which played March 14-17 at the Highline Performing Arts
Center was a huge success. It turned out to be a very lively show. With a cast of 33, plus six
crew, this was one of Kennedy Catholic theatre’s largest productions to date. The play was
directed by Theatre Arts Teacher Jim Lapan, with music direction by Choral Director Lindsay
Brown. The production team also included Alyza DelPan Monley (choreography), KD Schill
(costumes), JJ Ennis (lights), and Darren Olson (sets), who also played in the orchestra. Still to
come this school year: an original touring company show and LancerActs, an evening of student
directed one-act plays.

WINTERGUARD WINS STATE COMPETITION
Congratulations to our Lancer Winterguard, who brought home another State championship in
their division! We are so proud of the team’s hard work and dedication throughout the year.
20
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MING ARTS NEWS
BENAROYA HALL PERFORMANCE
Congratulations to all of our choir students on a truly stunning performance at Benaroya Hall
last month! All choir students learned the “Lacrimosa” movement from Mozart’s Requiem
Mass. It was the first time in twenty years that the students sang in a mixed formation for this
event - not in sections - and the artistry was commendable. We are so proud of their efforts.
The Excalibur choir recently completed tours of our elementary partner schools. This world
music concert highlighted music of eight different countries, featured multiple soloists, and
ranged from Chinese folk songs to Irish sea chanties. It is always such a joy to re-visit our
elementary schools and we appreciate the schools for their hospitality and warm audiences.
The Soundview Regional Choral Festival took place on March 19 at Lindbergh High School.
The Troubadors received a rating of “Excellent” and the Kennedy Catholic Singers treble choir
received the highest rating, a “Superior.” Best of luck to senior bass, Lars H., as he prepares to
represent Kennedy Catholic at the State Solo & Ensemble Competition in Ellensburg at the
end of April! His performance at regionals in early March qualified him to compete on behalf
of our entire region.

FINE ARTS CELEBRATION
One month from now! This coming May
9, the Fine Arts department will have
our first ever Fine Arts Celebration.
On Thursday May 9, from 4-7pm be
entertained by all that the Fine Arts at
Kennedy Catholic have to offer. There will
be a visual arts exhibition, performances
by the jazz band, percussion group, choirs,
strings, band, and theatre groups! This
will be a fun end of year celebration for
all! No admission and light refreshments
provided. Mark your calendar and see you
there.

ELEMENTARY BAND
PROGRAM
Spring is in the air and so are the concerts.
St. Anthony School will be the kick-off
performance on April 11 at their Parent Club
meeting. It is a thrilling time to join both the
5th grade and the older students. May 15 will
be the annual Band Festival, celebrating the
35th year of the program. Concert begins at
7:00p.m. in the Goodwin Gym. Come out
and enjoy the gift of music.

www.kennedyhs.org
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