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IN THE NEWS
News and Press Releases

Find all the latest news on our website or follow us on 
social media. Click below to listen to retreat playlists 
on our Spotify, connect with us on LinkedIn, or see our 
latest photos and recaps.

New this year, check out our podcast here!

ON THE COVER
Link Crew leaders welcome freshmen and transfer 
students into the Lancer family during new student 
orientation in August. A Kennedy Catholic tradition, 
the gauntlet ushers in all new students with energetic 
students, staff and faculty. 

Read more on page 9.

https://www.kennedyhs.org/who-we-are/news-and-events/in-the-news
https://www.instagram.com/kennedycatholiclancers/
https://twitter.com/kennedycathwa?lang=en
https://www.facebook.com/jfkcatholic/?fb_dtsg_ag=AdzhUF1O9KTcaxRpDLGZQGQwHcZE2kNqwd0JZjas7piB4A%3AAdyBk-Coof_7dIEXmsh2F37n6LKnkTYsmNzK6RuX2LS1vQ
https://www.linkedin.com/school/kennedy-catholic-high-school/
https://open.spotify.com/user/bad0bnrkvrcmbomhrogs00i2s
https://www.kennedyhs.org/student-life/podcasts
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Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
“We have found him of whom Moses in the 
Torah and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael 
said to him, “Can anything good come out 
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and 
see.” John 1: 43-46.

After being appointed to a position on 
Burien’s economic development committee, 
I discovered Burien’s story is a lot like ours. 
Redefining its identity and brand, Burien 
is discovering itself while experiencing 
a changing demographic. Today, with 
a welcoming mayor, a determined city 
manager, a progressive city council, and an 
outstanding economic development specialist 
and economic development manager: the 
community, their website and external 
marketing has come alive. This is exciting 
for us - Kennedy Catholic is a huge asset 
to the city of Burien. As the city develops 
and grows, so do we. As Kennedy Catholic 
embarks on our next strategic planning 
process, our brand and what we stand for 
was the focus of our recent faculty retreat. 
We examined the ethos which defines the 
Lancer Family and in so doing, recognized 

our diversity as a valuable contributor to our 
brand, which we believe is our “rich niche!”

‘Rich Niche.’ Our mission has always been 
unique. Many have attempted to put into 
words what people feel when they step 
on our campus. Our uniqueness results 
in strong admissions. Our challenge has 
always been a paradigm of comparisons. At 
our retreat, we invited our faculty and staff 
to generate a value proposition in a short, 
concise message. The challenge: instead 
of attempting to compare ourselves to our 
competition, identify what sets us apart 
from “the ordinary” in extraordinary ways. 
What emerged was our identity; a strong 
college and university preparatory program, 
our commitment to first generation college 
attendees, our St. Teresa program dedicated 
to inclusion and our international program 
offering cultural diversity from which our 
entire community benefits.

‘Reimaging Diversity.’ The late Greg Butler, 
former parent, advisory-board member,  
internationally respected educator and 
founder of Collaborative Impact, once 
offered me this invaluable advice; Read More 

Our mission has always been 
unique. Many have attempted 
to put into words what people 
feel when they step on our 
campus.

“”

A Note from Mike Prato, President
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Welcome back to school! We are off to 
a great start. It is such a joy to have our 
classrooms filled with staff and students eager 
and ready to begin the new year.

Our new students were welcomed into our 
community during Orientation on Thursday, 
August 23. Their energy and enthusiasm was 
catching! With their Link Crew members, 
they participated in games, activities and 
prayer. By the end of the day, they were no 
longer just new students, they became true 
members of our Lancer Family!

We are excited about our new class offerings 
of Introduction to Robotics, Introduction 
to Marketing (a companion course to our 
DECA Club), and AP Psychology this year 
as well as the many opportunities we will have 
to demonstrate our skills and talents, and 
celebrate our achievements. On Wednesday, 
September 5, we came together for our first 
Mass of the year. Mass was celebrated by 
our new chaplain, Fr. José Alvarez from Holy 
Family White Center. The first Mass of the 
year is such a wonderful opportunity for our 

family, both returning and new members, 
to be surrounded in the Holy Spirit and 
continue to become one body in Christ

We are looking forward to the new school 
year and all the exciting opportunities it 
brings. As we begin the new school year 
together, we reflect upon the words of our 
patron Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati:

“The faith given to me in baptism suggests to 
me with a sure voice: by yourself you will do 
nothing, but if you have God as the centre of 
your every action, then yes, you will reach the 
goal” (letter to L. Bonini, January 15, 1925).

“Verso L’Alto”- To the Heights! 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati,  
Patron of Kennedy Catholic High School

A Note from Nancy Bradish, Principal

By the end of the day, they 
were no longer just new 
students, they became true 
members of the Lancer family!

“”
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WHAT’S NEW ON CAMPUS?
Our school was a busy place over the 
summer! New classroom furniture 
arrived and was set in place and some of 
the classrooms were freshened up with 
paint. The roof on the A wing of the main 
building was also replaced. The new roof 
is warrantied for a 30 year life, energy 
efficient and will enable us to lower 
our energy heating and cooling costs.  
The school has been preparing for this 
replacement for several years knowing it 
would cost approximately $500,000. The 
new roof will continue to serve Lancers for 
many decades to come. Jim McLaughlin, 
Facilities Director, and the entire facilities 
crew worked very hard this summer to get 
the school ready for another year. Many 
thanks to them for all of their hard work!

In addition, our technology team, including 
Michael Fox, Don Hoffman and Steele 
Fredrickson coordinated the installation 
of new clocks, speaker system and bells 
throughout the building. This will help our 
students make it to class on-time.

Finally, a very special thank you to the 
PACCAR foundation who provided a 
$50,000 grant to the school for new 
furniture, paint and teacher desks in the dry 
science labs. PACCAR has made $200 million 
in grants around the world for education, 
social services, and the arts to enrich the 
communities in which its employees live and 
work. We are so grateful for their partnership 
and support of our students.

HOMECOMING!
Mark your calendars!

Homecoming Mass 
Wednesday, October 3 
Please join faculty, staff, parents, and students 
for a special homecoming mass. 
Goodwin Gymnasium-10:30am

Homecoming Football Game 
Saturday, October 6 
Kickoff:  1pm 
Location: Highline Stadium
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BRIDGING THE GAP FROM 
MIDDLE TO HIGH SCHOOL
This summer, Kennedy Catholic offered 
a Bridge Course to incoming freshmen 
in order to assist in the transition to high 
school.  The class met during the last two 
weeks of June to focus on building skills 
for critical reading and academic writing, 
along with math fundamentals. They also 
spent time developing short and long term 
planning, individual goal setting, and time 
management.

Students took a break in July, but 
reconvened at the beginning of August.  
During the August session, students took 
the skills learned in June and worked on 
applying them to various areas like science, 
social studies, and other disciplines in the 
Kennedy Catholic curriculum. They also 
took time to focus on the importance 
of knowing your resources, challenging 
yourself, collaborating to problem solve, 
and taking calculated risks. Students were 
able to practice all of those skills during 
a trip to Camp Long while participating 
in various challenge courses, which they 
are now implementing in their day to day 
activities at school.

GET TO KNOW OUR NEW STAFF AND FACULTY
We are very excited to welcome 13 new faculty and staff members this year. Ranging from 
marketing teacher to band director to international staff, we’re looking forward to seeing the 
many talents they bring to the Lancer family. To read more about each staff member - their 
hobbies, passions, and background - click here.

https://www.kennedyhs.org/uploaded/About_Us/NewsAndEvents/CommuniK/NewStaff2018.pdf?1536679103302
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SHOW YOUR LANCER PRIDE
Kennedy Catholic is proud to announce the 
launch of their brand new online spirit store. 
Partnering with Adidas, Kennedy Catholic now 
has a myriad of shirts, sweatshirts, and coats 
featuring the current Kennedy Catholic logo, a 
signature 1966 logo, as well as the Lancer alumni 
logo. All styles can be purchased in men’s or 
women’s, and sizes range from adult small to 3X.  
Visit the new store and stock up on your favorite 
Lancer swag! For further information on when 
to order, and where to pickup your orders, click 
below.

School Store

WELCOME TO FR. ALVAREZ, 
OUR NEW CHAPLAIN
At our Mass of the Holy Spirit, Kennedy Catholic 
not only welcomed our new students and faculty 
and staff, we also welcomed our new Chaplain! 
This past summer, Archbishop Sartain named 
Fr. José Alvarez Chaplain at Kennedy Catholic. 
Fr. José is the pastor at Holy Family Parish in 
White Center. At the Mass of the Holy Spirit 
were several parishioners from St. Joseph and 
St. Peter parishes in Lynden, WA who traveled 
down for his first Mass at Kennedy Catholic. One 
St. Joseph parishioner was Kennedy Catholic 
alum Travis Graddon ‘92 (pictured). Travis said, 
“Great Mass. Well organized. School is in amazing 
condition and the entire Kennedy Family should 
be proud!” We look forward to Fr. José’s presence 
at Kennedy Catholic on Monday and Wednesday 
mornings as well all of our retreats and all school 

masses. For our upcoming Homecoming Mass, newly ordained Kennedy Catholic alum 
Fr. Louis Cunningham ‘11 will concelebrate on Wednesday, October 3 at 10:30am. All are 
welcome to attend.

https://kennedycatholiclancers.itemorder.com/sale
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SENIOR BRUNCH
Kennedy Catholic celebrated the class of 2019 with Senior Brunch before the first week of 
school. Students enjoyed breakfast together and tie-dyeing their class shirts. 
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WELCOMING NEW STUDENTS
A team of juniors and seniors joined together and planned three wonderful days of orientation 
dedicated to welcoming the class of 2022. The freshmen entered the Goodwin gymnasium 
for the first time as students, and were welcomed by a gauntlet of upperclassmen, faculty, and 
staff cheering, clapping, and welcoming them into their new home. This gauntlet is a cherished 
Kennedy Catholic tradition that has been part of the school for many years. 

After this, freshmen were split into small groups lead by Link Crew leaders to participate in 
icebreaker games, getting to know one another, and dressing up in costumes. During lunch 
Link Crew leaders were surprised to see the freshmen break out in dance on the gym floor, 
and flawlessly execute the cupid shuffle. Thank you Link Crew, for planning such an amazing 
orientation for our new students, and welcome class of 2022!
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ALUMNI NEWS & EVENTS

ALUMNI PROFILE:  
JOE NGUYEN ‘02
Joe Nguyen’s passion for his community 
has never been stronger. As a father with 
two young kids, a husband, a Microsoft 
employee, and a candidate for Washington 
State Senate, he does everything he can to 
make his community a place to be proud 
of. Everyone can make a difference, and 
he sees each member of his community as 
a leader. Together, he knows the vision of 
Seattle being a city for everyone can become 
a reality. Family is integral to Joe’s identity 
and has guided many of his decisions. Joe’s 
parents immigrated to Seattle from Vietnam 
and encouraged him to take advantage of any 
opportunity to make a positive impact. 

One way he did this was through music. A 
saxophone player, he practiced up to 8 hours 
every day, often just to keep himself busy. 
He took this talent with him to Kennedy 

Catholic, where he became part of yet 
another community by joining the school 
band. He has many fond memories of riding 
the buses to and from events and activities 
with his friends. He remembers that as the 
best time to meet new people and make 
friends. Joe’s support wasn’t just from his 
family, or his friends in the band. 

He was also supported by the community 
of teachers at Kennedy Catholic. Facing 
a struggle in his Honors English class his 
senior year, Joe decided to drop the class. 
When he brought his form to Mr. McBride, 
former English teacher, refused to sign. He 
looked to Joe and said, “You’re just not trying 
hard enough.” He had been Joe’s teacher 
two years earlier, and while Joe didn’t feel a 
particularly strong connection, he knew Mr. 
McBride was right. Even though he had given 
up on himself, Mr. McBride hadn’t. Teachers 
noticed what he and other students were 
capable of, and didn’t let them give up on 
themselves. 

Joe applies this same principle when thinking 
about how to move his community forward 
as a State Senate candidate. He sees each 
individual in the community as a leader, as 
someone who can make change happen, if 
only they are willing to try. The people are 
the champions. As election day approaches, 
Joe is pushing forward with his campaign 
with high hopes. After it’s over, he looks 
forward to getting back to his vintage smoker 
for some Central Texas-style barbecue for 
the whole neighborhood.
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ALUMNI NEWS & EVENTS
PIECES OF LANCER HISTORY
The newest addition to our alumni archives is a 
drill team uniform, complete with the white hat, 
generously donated by alumna Amy Chen ‘76. 
Amy and Colleen Radford ‘77 came by in person 
to deliver the uniform this summer. They found 
themselves in class photos in the hallways, and as 
luck would have it, in an original black and white drill 
team photo. Afterwards, they toured all the updates 
to Kennedy Catholic and took a photo in our new 
library. If you have a piece of Lancer history you 
would like to re-home, let us know! 

Have a yearbook from 1970-72 you’d be willing to 
part with? We’d love to add it to our collection in 
the alumni archives for all to see! Contact Rebecca 
Nuffer for more information.

ALUMNI SPEAKER:  
TONY PAVES ‘98
Tony Paves ’98 is a Product Designer with Twitter 
living in the San Francisco area. He carved out some 
time in his schedule while back in town for his 20-
year reunion to speak with Mr. Palmeri’s Advanced 
Digital Arts students about career paths and his 
passion for design. During his presentation, Tony 
touched on his experience working in ad agencies, 
digital design, and user experience. He showed 
samples of his work and encouraged the students, 
telling them they can master anything, just take the 
time to play with the tools available, because then 
it really is fun, not work. His best advice to current 
Lancers: Fail a lot. Fail fast. That’s how you learn.

If you’re interested in sharing your journey with 
current students, contact Rebecca Nuffer

mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
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ALUMNI NEWS & EVENTS
LANCERS ON THE LINKS
We are so grateful to everyone who joined us for our inaugural Lancer Golf Classic at 
Washington National this year! Special thanks to all of our supporters, including the Derek 
R. Orozco Foundation (DRO Foundation) as our tournament sponsor. Joining the DRO
Foundation in support is Big E Auto Rebuild, Burien Chevrolet and Burien Toyota, Local 32
Union, the Kennedy Catholic Booster Club, the Renton Printery, Gear Driver, Stoneway
Concrete, the Fulcrum Foundation, and Elliott Bay Brewing Company. We were honored
to have representatives from many of those organizations golfing with us. We thank you for
helping us in our goal to make a Kennedy Catholic education accessible to as many talented,
deserving young students as possible. A diverse student population enriches the educational
experience for all of our students and their families.

Visit our website for more photos, and we look forward to seeing you again next year!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Happy Birthday to our September alumni! We wish you a wonderful year 
ahead! Click here for the full list. 

To make sure your name makes it in this section, head over to our 
Alumni Page and fill out the form under, “Help Us Update Our Records.”

https://www.kennedyhs.org/support-us/events/golfclassic
www.kennedyhs.org/alumni
https://www.kennedyhs.org/uploaded/About_Us/NewsAndEvents/CommuniK/September_2018_Birthdays.pdf?1536681216105
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ALUMNI NEWS & EVENTS

WEDDING BELLS
Did you know? We have 190 married Lancer 
alumni couples from over the years! Are 
you one of those lucky couples, or are you a 
Lancer alum getting married this year? We’d 
love to hear from you! Send your photo 
with a caption to Rebecca Nuffer

YOUNG ALUMNI 
HOMECOMING TICKETS
Are you a young alum (graduates from 
2009 to 2018) planning to attend the 
Homecoming football game at Highline 
Stadium on Saturday, October 6? Email 
Rebecca Nuffer, Alumni Relations Manager, 
for your free ticket today! 

Don’t forget – the first 10 alums to check 
in at the alumni table will receive Lancer 
Alumni giveaways. We can’t wait to see you 
there!

LANCERS REUNITED
Summer is the season for reunions, and 
this year, the classes of 1972, 1978, 1988, 
and 1998 have already held their gatherings. 
Friendships that were forged in high school 
are celebrated, and familiar faces come 
together once again. Members of the Class 
of 2008: your reunion is coming up! Tickets 
are available now for the event at Optimism 
Brewing on September 22 here. 

As we look forward to 2019, we’re already 
thinking about the next Lancer reunions! If 
you would be interested in helping to plan 
your reunion for the classes of 1989, 1999, 
and 2009, contact Rebecca Nuffer to 
discuss how we can help. 

Class of 1979: 
8/9/19 - Golf at Maplewood Golf Course
8/10/19 - Dinner at Glen Acres Golf and 
Country Club 
Contact Sue Hearron for more information

mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/10-year-reunion-john-f-kennedy-high-school-class-of-08-tickets-45406449914
mailto:nufferr@kennedyhs.org
mailto:hearrons3@comcast.net
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SHIP STUDENTS
On Friday, August 24 in Pelton Auditorium on the Fred Hutch campus, the students who 
participated in the summer internship program completed their reflection presentations. 
Naomi S. and Marcus K. presented their reflection titled, “Characterizing the anti-CD28 
Antibody”. Their goal: prevent GVHD by blocking the CD28 activation signal using a 
developed 1C6 antibody. 

Having this internship opportunity helped both Naomi and Marcus decide they each hope to 
pursue a career in science – Naomi hoping to pursue work in biological research and Marcus in 
scientific field work. For both of them, the internship was interesting and engaging, and they 
were surprised to be given so much autonomy and responsibility in the lab but also learned 
it is very easy to make mistakes doing simple lab activities. They offered great thanks for the 
opportunity to participate in this unique and valuable summer program – with special thanks to 
the amazing faculty at the Hutch who make this program possible.

NORTHWEST CATHOLIC STUDENT OF 
THE MONTH
Chloe Dahleen, Senior 
“Chloe is an outstanding member of her school community 
because of her dedication to growth,” said Principal Nancy 
Bradish. She is president of the National Honor Society, 
former vice president of the Cascadia Junior Classical League, 
and a member of the varsity swim and dive team, DECA, Lady 
Lancers, and FOUND. A member of Seattle’s Holy Rosary 
Parish, she also leads school retreats and carries a 4.0 GPA.
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER (CONT.)
(continued from page 3) “All good prep schools 
graduate college-ready students, but not all 
schools deliver on success for all students. 
Expand your deliverables to include an 
alternative teaching pedagogy that includes 
career readiness to ignite the curiosity and 
passion of every Lancer.”

‘Be less, so others can be more.’ This phrase 
truly defines our faculty and staff – and others 
who are affiliated with Kennedy Catholic, past 
or present. Jerry Seitz was a long time staff 
member whose impact on Kennedy Catholic 
was immense and recognizable for separating 
us from our competition. Today, those 
contributions allow us to build on a strong 
foundation. Jerry’s ability to make us more 
while making himself less, is an indelible mark 
of strength and sustainability. We seek this ‘be 
less so others can be more’ attitude in every 
new hire at Kennedy Catholic.

‘Build an enduring team.’ In 2004, I brought 
my administrative team together to reveal 
our initial strategic direction which ultimately 
let our competition know we were alive and 
well. I didn’t realize it at the time, but we 
were building an enduring team. Those giants 
(and many other dedicated faculty who came 
before us): Jerry Seitz, JoAnne Ludwig, Mike 
Willis, Gregg Probach, Judith McDonald, 
Jim Paynton, Father Mike Batterberry, Bob 
Bourgette, Jim McBride, Paul Poginy, and 
Mike Maggart, all trusted my leadership, 
allowing us to pursue our potential. Jerry and 
JoAnne expanded the mission of Kennedy 
Catholic to include the international program, 
the college and university partnership courses 
(along with Jim McBride) and a focused 
learning support program. Bob Bourgette 
fostered our athletic program while Jim 

Paynton built a legacy of music and the arts.  
Fr. Batterberry and Judith McDonald 
established an uncompromising brand of 
Catholicism that welcomed all faith traditions 
and further established Kennedy Catholic as a 
beacon of spiritual light. Our admissions team 
of Mike Willis and JoAnne Ludwig helped share 
our unique mission as a competitive option, 
that allowed us to separate ourselves from our 
competition. 

Gregg Probach recognized the challenges of 
fundraising for our mission, but successfully 
set a framework for our current team and Paul 
Poginy helped keep Catholic education possible 
during trying times, with strategies that were 
innovative and non-traditional, while Mike 
Maggart represented the voice of our students; 
keeping the rigor of academics balanced with 
good times and good memories. Of course, the 
leadership of my predecessors (most recently, 
Mr. Jack Schuster) nurtured the gift of Catholic 
education made available to all. Without the 
contributions of these giants of our past, we are 
a school unrecognizable as Kennedy Catholic 
today. We cannot thank them enough.

Our 2019-2025 strategic plan will be titled, 
Verso l’Alto (To the Heights). These are the 
words of our patron Blessed Pier Giorgio 
Frassati who inspires us to a sustainable future 
as an apostolate of Christ. Armed with the 
accomplishments of our past, our commitment 
will be to live the Lancer Family; not as family 
because that limits the truest meaning, but as 
a way of behaving, a way of accepting, a way 
of disagreeing and a humility that requires less 
of us, so others can be more. This, wrapped up 
with a spiritual bow-tie, will direct the year of 
strategic planning ahead. Learn More

Does anything good come out of Burien? Why 
not Kennedy Catholic?

https://www.kennedyhs.org/who-we-are/strategic-plan
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
NEW BEGINNINGS FOR 
STAFF AND STUDENTS
The Office of International Education 
welcomed 25 new Lancers during new 
student orientation, held August 13-17. 
Students, parents and agents traveled from 
throughout Asia to attend the weeklong 
event. Our new students are from Japan, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Hong Kong, Taiwan, 
and China. Orientation is a vital part of the 
academic journey, helping new students  
start with success. Each day, students 
participated in information sessions to 
learn about their new Lancer family. Topics 
included math and English placement tests, 
campus tours, health and safety, and class 
registration. They visited with administrators 

and heard from student leaders about how to 
get involved on campus through volunteering, 
clubs, and sports. The summer weather was 
perfect for sightseeing, so each afternoon 
the IE staff and student leaders took the new 
Lancers out to introduce them to their new 
surroundings. After enjoying a picnic lunch 
from two local shops on the first day, the group 
went on a ‘Discover Burien’ walking tour of 
the city stopping first by the Discover Burien 
Office. They also found the post office, transit 
center and community center during the 
tour. President Mike Prato joined in and led 
the group to their final destination at Burien 
City Hall where they met Councilwoman 
Nancy Tosta. She welcomed the students and 
introduced them to the many activities and 
events available in the city of Burien.

Ms. Fujiwara introduced her tour group 
to the Transit Center where they learned 
first-hand how easy it was to access 
public transportation from Burien.

Mr. Prato met up with a group at Town Square Park which was a great 
starting point for their scavenger hunt. 

Office of International Education Website 

www.kennedyhs.org/int
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Asia Support Office Grand Opening 
Ceremony 
Kennedy Catholic’s Asia Support Office 
Opening Ceremony  
Date: Friday, November 9, 2018  
Location: Ichinomiya city, Japan (10 minutes 
from Nagoya by train) 
More information: Contact Mariko Fujiwara, 
Fujiwaram@kennedyhs.org 
Read a letter from the mayor here.

Click here for more information on the 
Experience Seattle Winter Break program.  
Priority Deadline: October 22 

Join the Office of International Education on 
September 22 from 10am-4pm for our 
monthly Extraordinary Experience field trip. 
We will visit the Washington State Fair. Meet 
new international friends and enjoy the sights 
and sounds of the fair.

HOST AN INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENT
Please consider hosting an international 
student. You would be providing an important 
and valuable experience by offering a true 
glimpse into an American family’s life. If you 
are interested in learning more about being a 
host, read more and contact  
housing@kennedyhs.org. 

A visit to Burien would not be complete without a picnic at Seahurst Park along 
Puget Sound.

Nancy Tosta welcomes international 
students as the finale to their Discover 
Burien walking tour. 

https://www.kennedyhs.org/uploaded/About_Us/NewsAndEvents/CommuniK/Reply_from_Ichinomiya_City_Mayor_in_May_2018.pdf?1536679589714
https://www. experienceamerica.com/winterbreak/
https://www.kennedyhs.org/uploaded/About_Us/NewsAndEvents/CommuniK/Homestay_Flyer.jpg?1536679784905
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SCHOLARSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 
2018
Kennedy Catholic would like to recognize our 2018 
scholarship recipients! Congratulations to junior, 
Brandon D. on his scholarship award from the Seattle 
Fleet Reserve. Brandon won 2nd place and a $300 
scholarship for his essay on “What Patriotism Means 
to Me.” Good work Brandon! Congratulations to our 
alumnus, Adam Aley ‘18  for winning the Art Wolf 
Memorial Scholarship through the Rotary Club of 
Burien and White Center. We send our prayers and 
best wishes to Adam as he begins his freshman year 
at the University of Washington. Be sure to check 
in the Counseling Center for more information on 
scholarships for the 2018-19 school year.

NOLA SERVICE TRIP 2019
This eighth annual service trip combines service with others and a retreat experience. The 
selected students and teachers will travel to New Orleans, LA during spring break (April 
21—April 28, 2019) to learn, work, and serve those affected by the 2005 Hurricane Katrina 
and the most recent flooding. This trip challenges students to deepen their understanding of 
service, faith, social justice and simple living by allowing students to put their faith in action.

We will continue to work with Habitat for Humanity in New Orleans. This means we will 
help to build new housing for low-income people. It might mean helping to dig and pour a 
foundation or painting walls and anything in between.

This trip requires attendance at six preparation meetings, group fundraising, the weeklong 
commitment during Spring Break 2019, and engagement in follow-up events to share our 
experience with the Kennedy Catholic Community. While this service trip does not include 
academic credit, it will satisfy students’ ISLE service requirement. All members of the class 
of 2019, 2020 and those members of the class of 2021 who will be 16 by April 21, 2019 are 
welcome and encouraged to apply. Completed applications are due by 3:00pm on Friday, 
September 21 (submitted online only). The application can be accessed here.

Costs of this trip will vary depending on flight availability and ground transportation. Estimated 
costs are about $1200. Beyond fundraising, limited financial aid is available to those able to 
demonstrate need. Please see Ms. Lopez for more information. Applications will be processed 
and applicants might be interviewed during October. You will be notified by email when you 
should come to sign up for an interview. Please check the daily bulletin, teacher webpages, and 
email regularly. Participant selections will be made by the middle of October.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SuYVHvk4SEaBiwKb0K7BmILhrvUZEq1OrV9Z-fmwPY5URUI5RDlIMTdDN1VBSktLOThBUE1HSTlWTS4u
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FATHER EVOY SCHOLARSHIP 
DINNER
You are cordially invited to the 23rd Annual Fr. Evoy 
Scholarship Banquet.

When: Sunday, September 16 at 4:30pm 
Where: Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Parish Hall  
2800 S. Massachusetts St. 
Cost: $100 per person (dinner and drinks included) 
Register here 

Fr. Gerard Evoy, S.J. was a devoted priest, gifted 
educator and administrator. Because of his love for 
quality education and the youth of greater Seattle, 
a scholarship fund has been established in his name 

at Kennedy Catholic High School. Proceeds from the fund support deserving young men 
and women attending the school. Since the inception of the Fr. Evoy Scholarship, over 40 
students have received tuition assistance to attend Kennedy Catholic. The event is hosted at 
Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Parish and includes a banquet and program. It is coordinated by Joe 
Faccone and the Fr. Evoy Scholarship Banquet committee. If you would like more information, 
or wish to attend the banquet, please contact Joe Faccone via email or at 206.246.0500. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

SEPTEMBER ROTARY AWARD 
WINNERS
 Each month the Burien White Center Rotary 
recognizes students who:

-Continuously provide service to the local 
community and/or in the community outside 
the school 
-Maintain a positive attitude towards others 
and towards learning  
-Act respectful to peers and teachers  
-Work to improve and/or maintain good grades 
-Practice good citizenship  
-Actively participate in the classroom 

Congratulations Isabel M., and Michael S.!

https://www.kennedyhs.org/cf_forms/view.cfm?formID=81
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WELCOME MR. RUITER, NEW BAND DIRECTOR
The fine arts department would like to welcome Mr. Dan Ruiter, our new instrumental 
director. Mr. Ruiter is a veteran teacher and active performer in the Seattle area on trombone, 
guitar, vocals, and percussion. We are so lucky to have you join our team! 

Mr. Ruiter began teaching at Kennedy Catholic with summer band in June. The summer band 
kicked off with the Burien Fourth of July Parade and then participated in both the Chinatown 
and West Seattle parades. The culmination was the SeaFair Torchlight Parade. 

Congratulations to all of our band and colorguard students on a successful summer and many 
thanks to all of the BSHARP parents and volunteers. We couldn’t have done it without you!

FINE & PERFORMING ARTS NEWS
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FINE & PERFORMING ARTS NEWS

CHOIR OFF TO GREAT START
The Kennedy Catholic choirs are getting ready for a new year full of fabulous singing! Students 
are busy preparing audition materials to submit for All-Northwest, leadership teams are being 
formed, the music department is investigating the creation of a Tri-M music honor society, 
retreats are being planned. Plus, for the first time (in possibly ever) the Troubadors choir has 
more male singers in it than females! 

We are looking forward to an active year of music making and community building. If you have 
questions or performance needs, please contact Lindsay Brown at brownl@kennedyhs.org

35th ANNUAL 
ELEMENTARY SUMMER 
BAND CAMP
The Kennedy Catholic Elementary 
Summer Band Camp was fun in 
the sun this year! 72 eager-to-learn 
musicians spent a week bonding, 
creating and exploring. This learning 
experience continues as the 35th year 
of the feeder program unfolds. The 
Bandwagon is on the move - all aboard!
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NEW TAX LAWS
Are you 70 ½ and wondering how the new 
tax laws might impact your charitable giving? 
The new tax law favors charitable giving from 
IRAs.

Q: Has my ability to make direct charitable 
donations from my IRA when I reach the age 
of 70 1/2 been affected by the new tax law? 
A: The strategy of donating to charity 
directly from an IRA after age 70 1/2 is still 
around under the new tax laws. The qualified 
charitable distribution (QCD) has been 
around for years, but was only codified as a 
permanent law a few years ago. 

A QCD allows those age 70 1/2 to give 
money to charity directly from their IRA 
in a tax advantageous manner. This allows 
IRA owners who have attained age 70 1/2 
to distribute money directly from the IRA 
to a qualified charity. Total annual QCDs 
from all IRAs cannot exceed $100,000 for 
an individual. Spouses can each make up to 
$100,000 of QCDs.

Making a QCD as opposed to a normal 
charitable gift has two main advantages. First, a 
QCD counts toward satisfying the individual’s 
required minimum distribution for that year. 
Second, the distribution is excluded from the 
taxpayer’s income. It is this second benefit 
that really shines under the new tax bill. With 
very few individuals expected to itemize (some 
estimates say around 5% of filers), the income 
tax deduction for contributions to charities will 
be lost for many people. However, if you make 
a QCD, you get a full exclusion of that income 
from taxes. So, for any retiree that is 70 1/2 
or older, owns an IRA subject to a required 
minimum distribution, and is charitably 
inclined, a QCD really works out as a way to 
preserve an income-tax-reducing charitable 
deduction under the new tax law.

Questions? Contact Sarah Dahleen, Director 
of Advancement, at 206.957.9718 od (email)

?Are you

 70 ½
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STUDENTS TRAVEL TO FRANCE AND ITALY
Early this summer, twelve French and Latin students went on the trip of a lifetime. They 
traveled with Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Swalm to France and Italy visiting Paris, Nice, Florence, and 
Rome. They spent almost two weeks exploring such sites as the Louvre, the Roman Colosseum, 
and Pompeii. 

They even had a chance to swim in the Mediterranean, see the Mona Lisa, and eat plenty of 
gelato. It was a fast paced trip with everyone walking over 70 miles by its end. The weather 
was warm and there were many tired feet but wonderful memories were made by all. Students 
learned about the history and culture of each of these places and were pushed out of their 
comfort zones.



www.kennedyhs.org24

ATHLETICS NEWS
FALL SPORTS MEDIA DAY BRINGS ALL TOGETHER
Following the first day of school, Athletic Director, Sam Reed took advantage of a rare free 
block of time, bringing all fall sports athletes together for a the first fall sports media day. 
The afternoon featured team pictures, headshots of all fall student-athletes, senior portraits, 
fun interviews and video clips for future social media use, and preparation for the soon-to-be 
released fall sports program. 

The event also gave Reed the opportunity to address the 
entire group. “Being able to have all 300+ of our fall athletes 
together in one space isn’t easy to do. Given the opportunity, 

I took a few minutes to talk with them about their role on 
campus, what it means to be a student-athlete, and the 
responsibility that comes from representing past, current and 
future Lancers.” 

The fall sports program is a product of the Kennedy Catholic 
Booster Club, which helps support all of our athletic 
programs and activities. Grab a copy at a fall sporting event 
near you or check it out here!

https://www.kennedyhs.org/athletics/sports-programs
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ATHLETICS NEWS
BOOSTER CLUB MEETING ABOUT COLLEGE ELIGIBILITY
New this year, the Kennedy Catholic Booster Club is adding an educational component to 
their open meetings. The first of three open meetings will feature a moderated roundtable on 
the college-recruiting process, NCAA eligibility and life as an NCAA student-athlete. The 
event is open to parents and his/her student-athlete. The hope is that student and parent 
attend together. 

The open Booster Club meeting will be held from 6:00-6:30pm on Wednesday, October 3, 
in the Dillman Center. The forum will then move downstairs to the Little Theatre beginning at 
6:30pm. Light refreshments and snacks will be served. Admission is free.

SAM H. ADDS NAME TO STATE RECORD BOOKS 
Lancer quarterback Sam H. picked up his sophomore season where he left off the year before 
when he was named MaxPreps National Freshman of the Year, leading his team to an efficient 
and explosive 72-20 win over Chief Sealth on August 31. In the end, Sam completed 19/31 
passes for 552 yards and a state-record tying 10 touchdown passes despite only playing one 
possession into the 3rd quarter. 

The effort was just the 9th in high school football history to throw for 10 or more touchdowns 
in a game. Following the game the accolades immediately started flowing in, starting with 
articles in Seattle Times, Tacoma News Tribune, B-town Blog and others. 

In the days to follow, Sam was named National Player of the Week by Max Preps and Catholic 
Athletes For Christ, as well as the 4A State Athlete of the Week by the WIAA. While not 
every week promises to feature record-breaking performances, the 2018 football season 
should be full of fireworks. Hope to see you out at an upcoming game!

https://t.co/KJYLZoJqBZ
https://t.co/l7kkGQInYu
https://t.co/o4p5ieCqP4
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Your presence is requested at the

LEARN MORE

mailto:fujiwaram@kennedyhs.org



