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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: 

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
*Source of Standard is the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) guidelines

	QUARTER

	Unit 1
	ACTFL Guidelines:

Listening – Novice Low to Intermediate High

Speaking – Novice Low to Novice High

Reading – Novice Low to Novice Medium

Writing – Novice Low to Novice High
	1

	Unit 2
	ACTFL Guidelines:

Listening – Novice Medium to Inter. High

Speaking – Novice High to Inter. High

Reading – Novice Low to Inter. Low

Writing – Novice Low to Intermediate High
	2

	Unit 3
	ACTFL Guidelines:

Listening – Novice Medium to Inter. High

Speaking – Novice High to Inter. High

Reading – Novice Medium to Inter. Medium

Writing – Novice High to Inter. High
	3

	Unit 4
	ACTFL Guidelines:

Listening – Novice High to Inter. High

Speaking – Inter. Low to Inter. High

Reading – Inter. Low to Inter. High

Writing – Inter. Low to Inter. High
	4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	Greetings, introductions, saying where people are from
	1

	Descriptions of people, families,  expressing likes and dislikes, asking and telling ages and birth dates, express possession
	1



	Describe classes and classroom objects, discuss frequency of actions, discuss obligation.
	2

	Talk about schedules, ask and tell time, ask questions, say where you are going, and request food
	2

	Discuss plans, sequence events, talk about places and people you know
	2



	Extend invitations, talk on the phone, express feelings, say where you are coming from, talk about sports, express preferences, say what you know and make comparisons

	3

	Describe weather, describe clothes and accessories, describe feelings, say what is happening

	3



	Identify places, give addresses, choose transportation, request directions, give instructions

	4



	Talk about shopping, make purchases, order food, request food, talk about food
	4


B. Skills:  
	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT

	Speaking 
	writing, practicing and performing dialogues; reading aloud; presenting in front of class; conversation with partners; oral question and answer; class participation

	Listening
	students are exposed to Spanish music, dialogues performed by native speakers, writing answers to oral questions given by teacher, peers, or taped dialogue; participating in conversations.

	Reading
	learning effective reading strategies such as inferring, summarizing, active and passive reading, total physical response stories, answering questions.

	Writing
	learning and practicing basic sentence structures, advancing into paragraphs; writing dialogues, writing from oral questions/spelling


C.  Methods of Instruction:  
· Spanish I is comprised of instruction by small discussion, full class discussion, lecture, collaborative and small group learning, listening-speaking activities, and use of Internet and multi-media materials.
D. Career Application:  

· The use of Spanish, or any World Language, increases the students’ understanding and appreciation of their native language as well as the second language.  Students are able to learn to converse with other speakers of the world language with some continuing their study through to college.  Career and real life applications are practical and nearly limitless.  Students also learn an appreciation for cultures other than their own, which aids in understanding and compassion for diversity.

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE

_X__Same as grading scale used in the school system (*see below)


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

* In addition to the standard scale, the Spanish Department also requires all students to receive a minimum grade of 73%, as well as the recommendation of their Spanish 1 teacher, in order to move on to Spanish 2. If the student does not meet this requirement, but desires to move on to Spanish 2, they must repeat a full year of Spanish 1.
GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
Semester 1:

25% Exams

25% Quizzes (vocabulary, grammar, chapter)

15% Homework

10% Dialogues

10% Participation (Taco Sale points added to this category)

5%  Culture

10% Semester 1 Exam

Semester 2:

20% Exams

20% Quizzes

15% Homework

10% Dialogues

10% Participation

5% Culture

20% Semester 2 Exam

Participation: The student begins each semester with 200 participation points and points are deducted based on violations in class.  You are expected to earn these points.
B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance 
1. Exams: May be made up within 3 days of a student’s return to school with an excused absence only.
2. Quizzes may not be made up.  First missed quiz student gets quiz average.  Second missed quiz, average minus 5%.  Third missed quiz is average minus 10%.  Fourth missed quiz or more receives a zero.

3. Late homework is not accepted unless with an excused absence.
4. Late projects or other large assignments are not accepted.
5. Attendance Policy: 5 points are deducted from the participation grade for each of the following violations as they pertain to attendance in class:

a. unexcused tardy

b. not being in assigned seat when tardy bell rings

c. leaving assigned desk (for any reason) without permission during class

d. not being focused or on task during class 

C. Discipline Policies 

· All school rules will apply in the classroom at all times.
·  In addition to normal school rules, the Spanish Department gives students an   
 extra incentive to behave appropriately by giving each student 200  

 Participation Points, which makes up 10% of their grade, at the start of every 

 semester. A student will lose 5 or more participation points every time they   

 commit a “Classroom Violation”. These Violations are clearly stated at the 

 beginning of the year, and consist of the following: 
· Unexcused tardy:  This includes not being in desk by the time the second bell rings. 

· Gum chewing 

· Failure to bring required books and all required materials including  homework
· Out of dress code
· Need for additional handout which has been misplaced or forgotten
· Not being on task
· Interruption of class time by a student asking for you (at the door) without a legitimate note from a teacher or JFK staff member
· Leaving your assigned desk during class without permission of teacher

· Writing on desk, whiteboard or property without permission
· Serving as a distraction in class
· Throwing papers or materials

· Taking materials from another student/teacher’s desk or belongings or placing objects on another student/teacher’s desk or belongings without permission 

· Cheating or being suspected of cheating:  also an automatic ‘0’ on quiz, test, assignment, project, etc.  

· Consequences for “Classroom Violations” are cumulative during each semester.  

      First violation:  Lose 5 points, and depending on severity of violation, a call    

      is made to parents/guardians, and a copy of violation sent to Dean of   

     Academics and the Dean of Discipline.

     Second violation: Lose 5 points, receive after school detention, and    

    depending on severity of violation, a call is  made to parents/guardians, and a   

    copy of violation sent to Dean of Academics and the Dean of Discipline.

Third Violation: lose the points stated, receive after school detention, call 
parents/guardian, copy of report sent to Dean of Academics, copy of report sent to Dean of Discipline, sent to the Office of the Dean of Discipline, Saturday work crew is given. A contract may be written at this point before student is allowed to return to class. The work missed while out of class may not be made up, including exams. 

**Certain situations will warrant certain modifications.  Teacher will use her/his discretion.  Teacher will confer with the Office of the Dean of Academics and/or the Office of the Dean of Discipline.   
D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
· If a student is suspected of cheating, all penalties stated in the JFK Student Handbook (pp.20-21, rule #21) will be imposed. If student is part of the Spanish Honor Society, they will also be referred to the administration and immediate dismissal from the Spanish Honor Society will be recommended. 

· In addition to the standard school definition of cheating, the exchanging of assignments and/or tests via photographic means will be considered cheating. Also, using a cell phone without teacher permission and/or programming information into a cell phone will be considered cheating
E. Policy on Extra Credit 

· No extra credit assignments will be offered.

· Students may earn extra participation points to add to their 10% participation percentage if they bring in a requested food/serving item for the Spanish Department Taco Sales held at various times throughout the year. Food/serving items will be worth anywhere from 5 to 10 points. Students must bring in item on the required date to receive these points. If a student fails to bring in the item(s) that he/she signed up for, the number of points that they would have earned will be subtracted from their grade. A student may earn a maximum of 20 extra credit points per Taco Sale. 

· Exceptions to this policy will be offered at the teacher’s discretion. Other small (1 to 3 points) extra credit assignments may be added from time to time, to be determined among all Spanish I teachers collaboratively.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

_X_JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

· Daily assignments, listed up to one week in advance, will be posted on JFK NETCATHOLIC.
· Homework is also posted in the classroom on the bulletin board to the left of the white board and online.

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

· Postings:  

A minimum of 2-4 grade postings will be displayed bi-weekly.
· Anticipated number of entries per quarter:


     A minimum of 10-20 entries will be posted each quarter.
H. Support for Student Learning
· Throughout the academic year, various teaching techniques will be incorporated into the curriculum in order to accommodate students’ diverse learning styles. Some of these include providing verbal, visual & written explanation of each important topic, as well as providing detailed study guides and a teacher-guided review for each large chapter test. Daily tasks will include written and oral assignments, as well as partner/group conversations in the target language. Individual peer tutoring is available through upper level, Spanish Honor Society volunteers. This service is free and can be initiated upon teacher, parent and/or student request. 
I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help
· The teacher will ordinarily be available to students immediately before & after school for about 30 minutes. Extra help will occasionally be available during activity period and/or lunch.  Help must be requested & approved ahead of time so as to ensure availability. Schedule conflicts may limit daily availability. 
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER


Pamela Woods	








Spanish I








WL 0902 








En Español: Uno





Copyright 2004


Publisher:  McDougal Littell


A Houghton Mifflin Company





STUDENT ISBN:


0-618-25057-3








Estella Gahala


Patricia Hamilton Carlin


Audrey L. Heining Boynton


Ricardo Otheguy


Barbara J. Rupert


Jorge A. Capetillo-Ponce








2004 Edition








Más Practica Workbook – McDougal Littel, 2004 edition


        STUDENT ISBN: 0-395-95808-3





The New World Spanish-English Dictionary 


   (or any college level Spanish-English dictionary)
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