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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:



	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
*Standards: USCCB Committee on Conformity to the Catechism:  8 themes for Religion programs 

6 Tasks of Catechesis
	QUARTER

	Unit 1:  Chapters 1&2

Intro to Christian morality

Choosing the kind of person you will become

What is Morality?

What are stages of moral development?

Why be moral?

Becoming morally mature

The life of Jesus

Christian morality

Ten Commandments

Virtues
	3 III A The life, death and resurrection of Jesus

3 IV. Implications for the life of a Christian

6 I A. God’s plan for us

6 IV B Virtue

6 VI A Free Will

7 IV B 1 Social dimensions of the first 3 commandments

TASK A:  promoting knowledge of the faith

TASK C:  forming morally


	 Q 1


	Unit 2:  Chapters 3&4

Helps Along the Way and Moral  Decision-Making

Sources of support

Family, friends, adults,

saints, heroes, churches,

Scripture and Church

L-I-S-T-E-N method

Forming a good conscience
	6 II B The reality of sin: definition, types, effects

6 III B  The Ten Commandments

                    Second, Third, Fourth Commandments

6 III D.  The Church

6 IV C  Conscience

7 IV A  Concept of social sin, social dimensions of fourth  

             Commandment


	Q1

	Unit 3: Ch. 5,6,7,9

Wise Judgment

Justice

Courage

Honesty

How to judge wisely

See reality clearly

Rationalizations

Consequence of dishonesty

Reasons to be honest

What is justice?

Dimensions of justice

Issues that involve justice
	6 VI A  Free Will

8 I A  Universal Call to Holiness

TASK C:  forming morally

TASK E:  educating for community life


	Q2

	Unit 4:  Ch. 8

Wholeness

Wholeness and morality

Wholeness vs. perfection

Eating disorders

Drugs and alcohol

Christian sexuality

Addiction
	6 II B 1.  Sixth and Ninth Commandments

  Social dimensions of sixth and ninth commandments

TASK C:  forming morally

8 III Sacrament of marriage


	Q3

	Unit 5:  Ch. 10 and 13

Respect for Persons

Dignity of the human person – intrinsic vs. instrumental value

Abuse and healing

Types of discrimination

Solutions to discrimination

Reverence for Human Life

Why is human life sacred?

Church philosophy on life

Abortion

Euthanasia

Stem cell research

Modern warfare

Suicide
	6 II B 1 Fifth Commandment

Life and dignity of the human person

TASK E:  educating for community life


	Q3

	Unit 6:  Ch. 11, 12, 14

Compassion

Examples of compassion

Respect for Creation

Christian understanding of stewardship

Current environment problems

Peacemaking

Strategies for peacemaking

War and peace
	6 III B Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Commandments and social dimensions of these

TASK C:  forming morally
	Q4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know and do*
	QUARTER

	Ch. 1&2

Students will learn to identify moral/ethical decisions from morally neutral decisions.  They will make distinctions between the values of contemporary culture and Christian/moral values.  They will understand the progression from a childhood stage of moral decision making to an adult stage.

They will learn that Jesus is at the center of Christian morality.  Students will read, write essays about saints and heroes and make a personal coat-of-arms
	1

	Ch. 3 & 4

Students will learn of the different sources of support for them and of a good method for making a good decision.  Students will also learn the difference between a well-formed conscience and “doing what feels right.”
	1, 2

	Ch. 5, 6, 7, 9

Students will learn the practical applications of honesty, courage, justice and wise judgment.  

They will understand how individuals and groups participate in a just world, why honesty is important and what wise judgment is.  Students will view movie “Shattered Glass” in connection with the consequences of dishonesty.


	2

	Ch 8:  Wholeness

Students should understand why a Christian strives for wholeness and how addiction, eating disorders, sexual promiscuity, drugs and alcohol are threats to wholeness.  Students will track their eating, studying habits and make Wholeness Books. 

*PX2  Effective Thinking Skills
	3

	Ch. 10 and 13:  Students will understand that all human beings have dignity and are worthy of respect.  They will see how abuse and discrimination undermine respect for persons.  Students will do posters for this chapter.  

They will also understand the threats to reverence for human life and why the Catholic Church teaches as she does on human life issues.  Students will write a paper on one human life issue.
	3

	Ch. 11, 12 and 14:  Students will understand how to practice honesty and compassion in peacemaking efforts.  They will complete a final project for these chapters.
	4




*PX2 is a curriculum of The Pacific Institute (TPI) designed to teach young adults effective thinking skills for use now and the future in promoting self-confidence, self-esteem, and a strong ethical center.  
B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
	
	
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	

	Reading
	Quizzes, For Review questions, tests, class discussions
	Daily, weekly, at the end of unit

	Prayer
	Participate in and maintain a respectful demeanor during daily prayer
	Daily

	Scripture
	Students will see the relevance of the life of Jesus and of the Scriptures to their lives
	Daily

	Judgment
Technology Tools
	Students will learn to make careful and thoughtful decisions
Students will develop competency in typing dialogue papers for each chapter. Students will research and write about an ethical topic
	Daily
Per chapter


    C. Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  

Teacher lectures with questions and discussion, large and small group guided discussions, partner sharing and assignment working, oral and silent reading, discussions of relevant, contemporary issues, short paper writing, formal essays, group project posters and presentations, movie study questions, written and group discussions, large and small group activities and ice breakers, various art projects, skits, and artistic interpretations (pictures) to music.
D. Career Application: 
 Forming a strong conscience and becoming a person of integrity is a fundamental component of human development.  Students should see the importance of working in a community of people for justice.

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  All assignments earn ten points and dialogue/essays are worth 20 points.  Student’s grade is based on total points on papers, assignments, quizzes, and projects. The semester and final exams are comprehensive and are worth approximately 15% of the total grade.
GRADING SCALE

XX     Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook

___     Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below)

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance:  
Late work is given full credit only with excused absence and only if completed correctly and within a specified time period.  On time attendance, having all necessary class materials and appropriate participation in class discussions and activities are expected.
C. Discipline Policies as outlined in JFK Handbook – read and reviewed at beginning of year.
D. Statement on School cheating policy:  
 As outlined in JFK handbook:  no credit for test/assignment; parent contact 
E. Policy on Extra Credit:  No extra credit assignments offered.
F. Listing Daily Assignments:  JFK NETCATHOLIC and JFK Website
G. Open Grade book Report to Web Postings
· Postings: Bi-weekly 

· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:   15-20
H. Support for Student Learning
        Varied delivery – auditory/visual/kinesthetic, varied texts, tasks, assignments.
I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help 8:00-8:30 a.m., after school until 4:00.  Email: ralstonm@kennedyhs.org; all assignments/tests, etc. posted on www.kennedyhs.org grading site.
  J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	Patch Adams
	Morality, decision making
	Q1

	Wal-Mart the high cost of low prices
	Justice
	Q2

	Rudy
	Wholeness
	Q2

	Super Size Me 
	Wholeness
	Q2

	Dead Man Walking
	Reverence for Human Life
	Q3

	Passion of the Christ
	Compassion
	Q3

	Spiderman 2
	Courage
	Q4

	Shattered Glass
	Honesty
	Q4


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  
K. Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	Computer lab for research and papers
	Occasionally

	VCR/television for movies
	Twice per quarter

	Stereo system for inspiration, prayers, projects
	Daily
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