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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:
	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
*Indicate source of  Standard: American Council for the Teaching of World Languages
	QUARTER

	Unit 1
	ACTFL Guidelines:
	1

	Review & Move Ahead
	Listening – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate Med.
Speaking – Intermediate Low to Intermediate Med.
Reading – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
Writing – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
	

	Unit 2 
Building Phrases & in depth Culture Study 
	ACTFL Guidelines:
Listening – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High

Speaking – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
Reading – Intermediate Med.  to Intermediate High
Writing –  Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
	2

	Unit 3
More advanced Signs with Culture & Com- munity Interaction
	ACTFL  Guidelines:
Listening – Intermediate High to Advanced
Speaking – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
Reading –  Intermediate High to Advanced
Writing – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
	3

	Unit 4
Signing the Talk and Understanding the Community and the Deaf Culture in depth
	ACTFL Guidelines:
Listening – Intermediate High to Advanced
Speaking – Intermediate High to Advanced
Reading – Advanced
Writing – Intermediate Med. to Intermediate High
	4

	Unit 5
Interacting with the Deaf Community and taking a stand for the Deaf and their Culture
	ACTFL Guidelines:
Listening – Advanced

Speaking – Intermediate High to High

Reading – Advanced

Writing - Advanced
	4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 

	QUARTER

	Review of First & second years of ASL, more complicated spelling, directions and descriptions and advanced personal introductions
	1

	Descriptions, abstract ideas, more famous Deaf people research including more in-depth reports, poetry, humor and book reports by Deaf Writers, advanced vocabulary, dialogues and Mentoring
	2

	In depth Descriptions of abstract things and people, more complicated phrases and a much deeper look at the Deaf Culture as well as career choices in and for the Deaf Community
	3

	Longer conversations and dialogues with others, more in depth studies of the Deaf and their close knit Communities, Stories from Books in Sign presented to lower ASL classes, Deaf, speakers and in-depth interaction with the Deaf and Career choices presented
	4


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	

	
	
	

	Speaking


	Signing more words and phrases in ASL. Simple Conversations with practice dialogues and vocabulary, conversations with a partner and class participation in exercises that increase the students learning and understanding of longer phrases in Sign leading up to a 5 minute dialogue created and presented for video taping in front of the class. Competent to mingle with and have conversations with actual Deaf People and participate in, “Deaf Games,” Plays or Movies with ASL. 
	Daily Practice and Observation and Student Critiques
Weekly Quizzes

	Listening
	Students are exposed to a variety of methods to increase their knowledge and appreciation of the Deaf and their Culture through specially selected Movies, tapes, interaction with real Deaf people, Deaf Speakers and Career Presenters. Continuous signed work with peers and an extensive study of the Deaf Community and Culture. They work daily on learning phrases in Sign and actively creating new phrases and sentences with new vocabulary, full sentences and paragraphs and abstract ideas in Sign.
	Daily Practice and Observation

Weekly Critiques by Teacher and Students

	
	
	

	Reading
	Through Movies, tapes, conversation, Deaf Games, Group presentations and interaction with the Deaf and Articles on Deaf people who have contributed to the Deaf culture and the world, students learn to read Signs and comprehend information about the Deaf and their Culture. They also will read a book written by Deaf people designed to help Hearing people understand the Deaf and their close-knit culture. The students are also required to read books on humor, poetry and the origins of the Deaf and their culture. Report and present to the class, mentor other ASL student through reading and interact for at least ten to twenty hours with actual Deaf people. 
	Daily Practice and Observation

Weekly Quizzes and Tests

	Writing
	Learning and practicing basic Signed sentences and phrases with componenents of their entire 1st & 2nd year of vocabulary and phrases. They will also be writing and presenting a variety of reports on Deaf humor, poetry, traditions and the Deaf and their contributions to the world. They will be mentoring and assisting the teacher with ASL 1 and ASL 2 students and practicing their language skills with other students and their peers. In ASL 3, they will be writing and then presenting a 5 minute dialogue of their own creation with a partner at the end of the third year of ASL and spend some time watching tapes of Deaf people signing stories and learn to transcribe these stories and events.
	Daily Practice and Observation and Student Critiques

Quarter Projects and Exams and Semester Exams and Final Project


C. Methods of Instruction: 
Instructional methods used to present course. In all ASL classes, I use some lectures, many discussions, collaborative learning, small group and partner activities, writing exercises, listening & signing activities, technology, the library and the media center to teach my students. I encourage their curiosity and exploration of the Deaf, their Community and Culture and expect the students to interact with local Deaf people.
D.  Career Application:  

Sign Language is growing in popularity throughout the United States and the world. Learning Sign Language opens a world mostly unknown to the students. The students are able to converse with Deaf people almost immediately upon learning to fingerspell the Deaf Alphabet and their continued studies with vocabulary and phrases teaches them about Sign and the Deaf culture. It opens a new appreciation for people who are Deaf and their culture and leads to an increased understanding of other diverse cultures. Careers for people who can sign are not only practical but also nearly limitless.  The longer they study Sign, the more career opportunities will be available to them.  
II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE


_X_Same as grading scale used in the school system that appears in the Student Handbook

___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING

My grading is based on points earned on assignments, tests, presentations, class participation and behavior and a final dialogue created and presented by the students. They are also graded on their Mentoring and Assisting activities with the other ASL students. The above are all weighed the same on the grading system. If a student misses a test, I do not give “Make-up” exams. I will average test grades at the end of each quarter. 

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance 
1. The students can turn in late work if they have a legitimate excused absence. 
2. Students turning in late work without being absent will lose one letter grade per day until there are no points left. 

3. Tests can be made up within one week of the testing date and not during regular class time.

4. Quarter exams can only be made up with extraordinary reasons for missing the exam.

5. If the student struggles tremendously with testing, they will be granted extra time on tests and may be granted the right to do, “Extra Credit” during the current quarter.

6. Attendance is critical to learning Sign Language and 100 Class Points are given each quarter for Attendance and Class Participation.

7. I do not give “Make-up” exams.
C. Discipline Policies: 

I follow all the Kennedy High School Discipline procedures described in the School Handbook as well as subtracting points for disruption of the class, Dress Code issues, Discipline and/or behavior problems. 
D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:

I follow the Kennedy High School Cheating Policy procedures described in the School Handbook as well as subtracting points and confiscating tests with a Zero grade for any Cheating problems. 
E. Policy on Extra Credit:


Extra Credit is given only if other work has been completed. The students can write a report, write about an interaction with Deaf people, watch a TV show, program, movie, play or concert that has Sign Language, attend the “Deaf Games” that are offered locally or bring a Deaf person to class to speak or interact with the students. Extra Credit points may not exceed 20 points per quarter. 
F. Listing Daily Assignments:
_X__JFK NETCATHOLIC



G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings:
· Postings:  

A minimum of 5 postings per Quarter
· Anticipated number of entries per quarter:



A minimum of 10 new entries per Quarter

H. Support for Student Learning:


In all the ASL classes, I use a variety of methods and media to reinforce the study of 
Sign Language. I use a variety of Texts and Workbooks suited to the appropriate class 
levels. Sign Language is visual and we use, “hands-on” techniques to learn and practice new 
vocabulary and ideas. I also use reports and movies to enhance the learning atmosphere. The 
ASL 2 & 3 students are mixed in with the ASL 1 students and offer help, practice and 
Mentoring. I am available to any student who needs one-on-one help, tutoring or extra time on 
tests. The students also work on reports and readings as a group. We move from a strict and 
disciplined atmosphere when I lecture or teach new concepts to a more relaxed classroom when 
we practice and discuss the Deaf Community and Culture.
I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help:


I am available to students everyday ½ hour before school starts each day, during 

the passing periods and Monday – Thursday after school until 3:30 PM

J. Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD Shown as part of this course:


1. Tomorrow Dad Will Still Be Deaf
Unit 1

Quarter 1

2.  200 Years of Deaf History

Unit 2

Quarter 2

3. The Family Stone



Unit 3

Quarter 3

4. Johnny Belinda



Unit 4

Quarter 4

K. Technology Used in the Classroom:


We currently use Computers in the classroom for reference and Internet access to information about the Deaf Community and their Culture. We also film students having conversations in ASL for use on my Web Site, and we are waiting on a Grant to also utilize the Language Lab as a resource for all the ASL students. 



Technology or Computers used when necessary and for all Semester and Final Exams.
Joanne Lawrence	
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