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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

						
					
	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*


	QUARTER

	Theories of Government
	1.2.3 – Government ideals
1.3.3 – Differences between democracy and a republic
2.3.3 – Purpose of Government
2.3.3b – Compare other forms of Government
4.1.3b – Importance of citizen participation
	
1st and 3rd


	Article I
	1.1.3 – Explain Key concepts in major documents
1.2.3 - Influence of key democratic ideals
1.3.3 – How do citizens influence government
2.1.3a – Constitutional principles
2.1.3b – Distribution of power
4.2.3a – Analyze controversial issues
	

1st and 3rd


	Article II
	1.2.3 – Influence key democratic ideals
2.1.3a – Constitutional principles
2.1.3b – Distribution of power
3.1.3a – National interests and international issues
3.1.3b -  International agreements, treaties, alliances
3.2.3a – Motivations of foreign policy
3.2.3b – How foreign policy can affect nations
	

1st and 3rd


	Article III - VII
	1.1.3b – Specific rights guaranteed
1.2.3b – Democratic ideals
2.1.3a – Limits of government
2.1.3b -  Distribution of power
2.2.3 – Constitution is the law of the land
	
2nd and 4th


	Cabinet and other Agencies
	3.2.3 – Evaluating International organizations
4.3.3a – Government Agencies
4.3.3b – Careers in public service
	
2nd and 4th


	The Presidents
	1.2.3
	2nd and 4th 

	State Government
	WA 1.2.1
	2nd and 4th 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	Theories of Government:
Vocab: bureaucrat,  fascism, government, nation 
             Laissez-faire, oligarchy, sovereignty, 
            Totalitarianism, liberal, radical, conservative
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon p. 
Writing: Questions on book, Five paragraph essay on
                ‘What is the Purpose of Government’
Memorize: The Preamble to the Constitution
	

1st and 3rd


	Article One, Section 1-6
Vocab.: caucus, constituents, elastic powers, 
              Gerrymandering, impeachment,
               Majority Whip, Party Whip, 
               Reapportionment, President Pro-Temp,
               Standing Committee, lame duck
               Checks and Balance
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon p
Writing: Questions on the Book, Letter to students
                U.S. Representative or Senator
Project: You are a Lobbyist Project
	


1st and 3rd


	Article One Section 7-10
Vocab: appropriations, filibuster, pocket veto,
              Boonbdoggle, Regressive tax, Pork Barrel
              Progressive tax, bill, elastic clause, lobbyist
              Rider, debt ceiling, tariff, line item veto,
              GDP, enumerated powers, naturalization,
              Habeas Corpus
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon p.
Writing: Questions on the Book
	


1st and 3rd


	Article II
Vocab: cabinet, coattail effect, executive order,
             Detent, loose construction, strict construction,
              Pardon, patronage, ambassador, isolationism
              Electoral college, diplomacy, general election
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon
Memorization: Oath of office, list of Presidents
Writing: Questions on the book
	

2nd and 4th


	Article III-VII
Vocab.: bail, common law, defendant, felony,
              Grand jury, perjury, statutory law, poll tax,
              Amendment, eminent domain, extradition,
               Indictment, treason
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon p.
Writing: Questions on the book
Memorization: Amendments
	

2nd and 4th


	
Cabinet and Other Agencies
Vocab: disfranchisement, consulate, due process
             Imperialism, inflation, misdemeanor,
             Arraignment, platform, treaty
Reading: Kennedy/Nixon
Writing: Questions on book
	

2nd and 4th


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)
	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT     
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Take notes
	Write down notes given to students on power point
	N/A

	
	
	

	Produce, interpret and argue for or against the decision of the Supreme Court
	Using a Power point presentation each group will take a predetermined Supreme Court Case. They will explain the history behind the case, the arguments for and against the case and finally their opinion on whether the case was a correct decision.
	Students will make presentations with grading criteria. The grading criteria includes: 5% Intro, 20% history, 10% each for arguments opinions and presentation and 15% for pictures, graphs etc.

	Recognize relevant facts and evaluate bias.
	Book questions and quizzes on ‘The Summer of 1787’ and Kennedy/Nixon
	Every 1 – 2 weeks

	Evaluate
	Tests on units. Predetermined grade evaluation on Editorial project and Supreme Court project. There will be a quiz after every required reading in the books
	Tests will be given after every unit, approximately once every 7-8 school days. Quizzes’ will be given once every 1-2 weeks

	Memorize
	Preamble, oath of office, presidents and amendments
	Part of a unit test

	Email Congressperson
	Learn how to contact their representatives in congress and email them a concern
	Once

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



C. Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:
Lecture using Power Point Presentations
Collaborative learning in creating and presenting a power point presentation
Writing exercise will be used in the essay ‘The Purpose of Government’
Listening/speaking activities will be used for the Supreme Court Project
Learn the correct way to write an editorial
Use of technology in instruction and delivery during Lectures 

D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.

The number one goal of this class is to convince the students to become active in the political process locally and nationally.




II.  POLICIES:
A. Grading Policies:  


GRADING SCALE
	__X_Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook
	___Different scale (If different scale, please indicate below):



GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING

Every assignment, test, etc. will have a point value assigned to it which can be equated to a percentage.	

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES




B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance 

1. Up to 20 points will be taken off each homework assignment if student does not follow instructions.

2. 5-10 points a day will be taken off for late work. Late means any time after the class period the assignment is due. Being absent is not a reason for late work because of email ability.

3. If student misses the day of a test, He/she has one week to make up the test or a ‘0’ will be given. Students must make arrangements for test makeup.


C. Discipline Policies: 

Discipline Policies are addressed on my web page and will be present to class.



D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
School Handbook




E. Policy on Extra Credit

Extra credit will be added to some tests (usually one or two points). Extra credit will also be available (10 points) for participating in the Christmas Dinner or Hunger Retreat

F. Listing Daily Assignments

	_____JFK NETCATHOLIC		__x__JFK Website		_____Both



G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings
(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format.  Grades will be kept current with a minimum of new postings made available on a bi-weekly basis .  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings will be made available:  2




· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:  8

	


H. Support for Student Learning

I. All power point notes, lesson plans, projects, and homework are on the teacher’s web page at kennedyhs.org.
J. Students and Parents can email the teacher at kosteckaw@kennedyhs.org. The teacher will respond within 24 hours unless of an emergency. The teacher is available for a conference when needed.




K. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help
  
The teacher will be available 30 minutes before school and 30 minutes after school. Make arrangements with teacher to makeup tests.


J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	The Presidents
	The Presidents
	1st and 3rd

	Amistad
	Article I 
	1st and 3rd

	Fog of War
	Article II
	2nd and 4th 

	All the Presidents Men
	Article III
	2nd and 4th

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  



K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 


	
	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	LCD Projector
	Daily

	Computers
	Weekly

	
	

	
	

	
	


 

L. Literacy in the Classroom:

Students will read two books, ‘The Summer on 1787’ and ‘Kennedy/Nixon’. Students will quizzes on pages in the book. Important points in the books will be used throughout the presentation. The all school reading will be used as the department requires.


1

