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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
USCCB Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to the Catechism: 8 themes for religion programs

6 Tasks of Catechesis
	QUARTER

	Unit 1: Chapters 1&2: Introduction to Christian Morality:

What is morality?

Moral decision

Morally neutral decision

Moral development

Society’s values

Self-esteem

Jesus as the example of 

Christian morality

Original Sin

Grace

Ten Commandments

Virtues


	 3 I. A. The Creation of the World and our First Parents

3 I. B. Original Sin

3 III. A. The passion, death, & Resurrection of Jesus

3 IV. Implications for the life of a believer

6 I. A. God’s Plan for Us

6 I. B. Our response to God’s plan

6 III. B. 1. a. 1. a. First Commandment and virtues

6 IV. A. Grace

6 IV. B. Virtue

6 VI. A. Free Will

7 IV. B. 1. Social dimension of the first 3 Commandments

Task A: promoting knowledge of the faith

Task C: forming morally
	Q1

	Unit 2: Chapters 3&4:

Christian Community and Moral Decision-Making:

Sources of support

Family, friends, adults, saints, heroes, organizations, basic moral principles, Scripture & The Church

Sin & healing

Listen Method

6-test question method

Conscience & guilt

Guilt vs. shame


	6 II. A. Effects of Original Sin

6 II. B. The reality of Sin: definition, types, effects

6 III. B. 1. a. Ten Commandments

6 III. B. 1. a. 2. Second Commandment

6 III. B. 1. a. 3. Third Commandment

6 III. B. 1. a. 4. Fourth Commandment

6 III. B. 2. New Covenant

6 III. D. 1. The Church

6 IV. C. Conscience

7 IV. A. Concept of Social Sin

7 IV. B. 1. Social dimension of the first 3 Commandments

7 IV. B. 2. a. social dimension of the Fourth Commandment

Task C: forming morally

Task E: educating for community life


	Q1

	Unit 3: Chapter 10: Respect for Persons

Dignity of the human person

Intrinsic vs. instrumental value

Abuse & healing

Types of discrimination

Solutions to discrimination


	6 IV. B. Judgment of Others

7 IV. B. 2. b. social dimension of Fifth Commandment

Task C: forming morally

Task E: educating for community life
	Q2

	Unit 4: Chapter 6: Justice

What is justice?

Rights

Dimensions of justice

Issues that involve justice

How individuals and groups participate in a just world

Relationship between politics and justice
	7 III. B. Call to family, community, and participation

7 III. C. Rights and responsibilities

7 III. D. Option for the poor and vulnerable

Task C: forming morally

Task E: educating for community life
	Q2

	Unit 5: Chapter 8: Wholeness

Wholeness and morality

Wholeness vs. perfection

Eating disorders

Drugs & alcohol

Christian sexuality

Addiction


	6 III. B. 1. a. 6. Sixth Commandment

6 III. B. 1. a. 9. Ninth Commandment

7 IV. B. 2. c. social dimension of Sixth Commandment

7 IV. B. 2. f. social dimension of Ninth Commandment

8 III. Sacrament of Marriage

Task C: forming morally


	Q2 & 3

	Unit 6: Chapter 13: Reverence for Human Life

Why is human life sacred?

Church philosophy on life

Abortion

Euthanasia

Birth Technologies

Stem Cell Research

Capital punishment

Modern warfare

Pacifism vs. Just-War Theory

Reckless Endangerment

Suicide
	6 III. B. 1. a. 5. Fifth Commandment

7 III. A. Life and dignity of the human person

7 IV. B. 2. b. social dimension of Fifth Commandment

Task C: forming morally


	Q3

	Unit 7: Chapter 12: Respect for Creation

Intrinsic vs. instrumental value

Christian understanding of stewardship

Current environmental problems

Caretaking of creation
	7 III. G. Care for the Environment

7 IV. B. 2. d. social dimension of Seventh Commandment

Task C: forming morally


	Q 3 & 4

	Unit 8: Chapters 5&7: Wise Judgment & Courage

How to judge wisely

Seeing reality clearly

Finding the good

Knowing your motivations

What courage is not

What courage is

What we fear

How to overcome fear
	6 VI. A. Free Will

8. I. A. Universal Call to Holiness

Task C: forming morally

Task E: educating for community life

Task F: initiate into missionary life
	Q4

	Unit 9: Chapters 9, 11, & 14: Honesty, Compassion, & Peacemaking

Reasons to be honest

Consequences of dishonesty

Examples of compassion

Jesus’ example of peacemaking

Strategies to be a peacemaker
	6 III. B. 1. a. 7. Seventh Commandment

6 III. B. 1. a. 8. Eighth Commandment

6 III. B. 1. a. 10. Tenth Commandment

7 IV. B. 2. d. social dimension of Seventh Commandment

7 IV. B. 2. e. social dimension of Eighth Commandment

7 IV. B. 2. f. social dimension of Tenth Commandment

Task C: forming morally


	Q4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS
	QUARTER

	Why be moral?
	Developing, understanding, practicing personal responsibility.
	1

	Building an informed conscience.
	Developing personal responsibility.
	1

	Understanding the ethical/moral dimensions of current events.
	Becoming familiar with ethical dimensions to current events
	all

	Steps for making difficult decisions
	Making informed decisions.
	1

	Knowing and applying Catholic Social Teaching and Scripture to current ethical dilemmas.
	#9 Understanding today’s ethical issues and knowing where and why the Catholic Church stands on them.
	all

	Understanding wise judgment (prudence)
	Informed decision making.
	2

	Understanding justice, honesty
	Informed decision making.
	2

	Understanding what it means to be fully human.
	Informed decision making.
	all

	Cherishing the gift of each human life.
	Informed decision making.
	4


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT     
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Analysis reading
	Large and small group discussions. Quizzes with objective and subjective questions. Read chapters aloud as a class.
	As we explore each chapter

	Analysis writing
	Weekly dialog papers, quizzes and assignments. Weekly journaling.
	Weekly

	Analysis oral expression
	Group presentation of charts, graphs, posters on current social justice issues. Large and small group discussion.
	As we explore each chapter

	Analysis visual
	Projects and assignments using collage, drawings pictures and graphs. Power Point prayer service.
	As we explore each chapter

	Pray
	Participate in daily prayer experience and maintain a respectful demeanor.
	Daily

	Organize
	Keep a notebook of class materials. (periodically checked by the teacher)
	Daily

	Demonstrate and apply knowledge of material
	Homework, chapter projects, tests, quizzes.
	As we explore each chapter


C. Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  (such as:  lecture, lab, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc], persistent use of Library Media Center, other) 
   Instructional methods used to present this course will include and not be limited to the following: Lecture, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc]   
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
          This course will challenge the student to own their convictions, beliefs, morals and values. This course will help the student to build personal integrity as a Catholic Christian in an ever changing world.
          No matter what life choice the student makes, they will be better prepared to make sound moral decisions as they become productive members of our society.
          We will study many societal issues. This will make for better informed citizens of the future.

II. POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

GRADING SCALE

_x__Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
 30% Tests
 10% participation/conduct

 25% Essays and projects

 35% Homework and journals
The semester grade will consist of 40% for each quarter and 20% for the semester exam grade.

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

   NA
B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Late work will be accepted at a 50% point deduction.
When students are absent on a test day, the student must make up the test within two days of returning to school. Students are responsible for making up missed work while absent. Students are expected to be on time for class. An unexcused tardy will result in a detention.

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Students will be able to resubmit some papers for additional points until the Friday before the end of the quarter. No late or incomplete assignments will be accepted after that time. Students will have frequent access to their grades during the quarter. Missing assignments will indicate O%. Make up quizzes are given the day after they return unless there are special circumstances.
D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

Students caught cheating will receive O% for the test or quiz. Detention will be given.
E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)


(Give a short explanation of your extra credit)


(Indicate the point value involved as it pertains to the over-all grade)

Extra credit is given if a student is asked to type a prayer from his/her journal. Extra credit will be given if a student designs a meditation for chapel time on Mondays.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)

_____School Voicemail
__X___JFK NETCATHOLIC

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format:  minimum NEW postings will be bi-weekly.  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings:  Biweekly
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter: 20
H. Support for Student Learning
(Such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring, referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)

· Individual and group presentations

· “Out of the box” review for tests in the form of game shows such as Jeopardy, Survivor and Deal or No Deal

· Lancer Academy

· Study Packets to reinforce each unit

I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help
                  If a student needs extra help they must contact the teacher and set  

                 up an appointment.
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	Spooner
	1-2
	1

	Big Fish
	3-4
	1

	Twin Towers
	1
	1

	Fahrenheit 9/11
	1
	1

	Rudy
	8
	2

	Patch Adams
	8
	2

	Remember the Titans
	10-11
	2

	Dead Man Walking
	10-13
	3

	Erin  Brockovich
	9
	4

	I am Sam
	5-6
	3

	Beyond borders
	7
	4

	An Inconvenient Truth
	13
	4

	Fools Rush In 
	8
	3

	License To Wed
	8
	3

	Pursuit Of Happiness
	7
	3

	On Golden Pond
	13
	4


Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom
Mrs. Hines
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