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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:
A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:
	MAJOR UNITS: 


	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS:  

Four standards:

1. Seattle Archdiocese Catholic Identity and Catechetical Standards for Catholic Secondary Schools

2. Archdiocese of Seattle Compass Points and Key Themes for the Religion Curriculum

3. Doctrinal Guidelines for Catholic High Schools from the USCCB’s Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to the Catechism of the Catholic Church

4. The 6 tasks of catechesis:

a. Promoting knowledge of the faith

b. Educating for full, active liturgical participation

c. Forming morally

d. Teaching to pray

e. Educating for community life

f. Initiate into missionary life

5.  Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)
6. Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions

       7.    Dogmatic Constitution on the Church

	QUARTER: One,  Two

	Introduction to Religion and Overview of Catholicism
	Catholic secondary schools shall provide a quality religious instructional program based on the teaching of the Catholic Church. (1--Introduction to the 8 themes)

Students have the right to learn with truth and certainty the religion to which they belong.  This right to know Christ and the salvific message proclaimed by Him cannot be neglected. (1—page 1)

Faith enables a person to make sense of life. (2—Key Theme #1)

Thirst for God:  a mutual desire; we experience a longing for God, only to find that God is already reaching out to us. (3—1. I A 1 & 2)

The Catholic Church rejects nothing of those things which are true and holy in these religions.  It regards with respect those ways of acting and living and those precepts and teachings which, though often at variance with what hold and expounds, frequently reflect a ray of that truth which enlightens everyone. (6—Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, #2)

The Church, therefore, exhorts her sons, that through dialogue and collaboration with the followers of other religions carried out with prudence and love and in witness to the Christian faith and life, they recognize, preserve and promote the good things, spiritual and moral, as well as the socio-cultural values found among these men. (6—Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, #3)

There are those who without any fault do not know anything about Christ or his church, yet who search for God with a sincere heart and, under the influence of grace, try to put into effect the will of God as known to them through the dictate of conscience: these men too can obtain eternal salvation. (7—Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, #16; 5—CCC 847, 1260)

Although in ways known only to himself God can lead those who, through no fault of their own, are ignorant of the Gospel, to that faith without which it is impossible to please him, the Church still has the obligation and also the sacred right to evangelize all men (5—CCC 848; 3 – 4. IV C 4; 3— 4. V C 1, 2 & 3)

Relationship of Church to non-Christians (5—CCC 839-348)

Why is membership in the Catholic Church necessary? (3— 4. VI A 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5)

How do we understand the way God protects the Church? (3— 4. VI B 1, 2, &3)

Promotes knowledge of faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Educating for community life (4e)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	1, 2

	Seven Dimensions of Religion


	Each dimension will be discussed for each religious tradition and compared to Catholicism
	1, 2

	Experiential

· Founder/where/when

· Religions commonly begin with the religious experiences of individuals – Revelation

· Part of anyone’s religious experience (but don’t always result in a new religion)

· Faith: closely related to an experience of the Holy

· Mysticism: individual becomes one with the divine


	Faith enables a person to make sense of life. (2—Key Theme #1)

Thirst for God:  a mutual desire; we experience a longing for God, only to find that God is already reaching out to us. (3—1. I A 1 & 2)

Revelation is God’s gift of himself. (3—2. I A)

What is faith?  Faith in Jesus Christ? (3—2. I B 1, 2)

The relationship between faith and religion. (3—2. I B 3)

Faith is a grace that enables assent of mind and will and a willingness to believe and trust in what God has told us. (3—2. I B 1 a and b)

Faith in Jesus Christ has practical implications for day-to-day life. (3—2. I B 2 c)

Death and our judgment by God—immediate or particular judgment; Last judgment; Heaven, Hell, Purgatory. (3—3. IV A 3 a and b; 4)

Promotes knowledge of faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)
	1, 2

	Mythic

· Sacred Scriptures

· Sources of Sacred truth and therefore powerful

· Give meaning to life

· Sacred Stories passed on from generation to generation

· Set forth fundamental knowledge regarding the nature of things

· 4 functions of myth:

1. cosmological

2. theological

3. social

4. ethical            


	Divine Revelation; definition/meaning; Scripture is the inspired record of God’s Revelation in history (3—1. I B 1 a and b)

The Bible is the Church’s book; it came out of the Church’s Tradition. (3—1. II D)

Scripture is part of the “living Tradition of the whole Church”.  (3—1. III A 2)

Old Testament:  This is the name given to the 46 books which make up the first part of the Bible and record salvation history from creation through the history of the Israelite people in preparation for the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ; Introduction to…the Pentateuch…, the historical books…, the Wisdom books…, the prophetic books. (3—1. IV A 1, 2, 3, and 4)

New Testament:  This is the name given to those 27 books which comprise the second part of the Bible and which focus on the life and teachings of Jesus Christ and some writings of the early Church; Introduction to…the Gospels…, the Acts of the Apostles…, the epistles or letters.., the Book of Revelation. (3—1. IV B)

Revelation is God’s gift of himself. (3—2. I A)

The Catholic Church has been entrusted with the fullness of Revelation. (3—2. I B 4)

The books of the Bible are inspired; Inspiration means that God moved the human authors of Scripture to write what he intended them to write; Since God inspired those who wrote the various parts of the Bible, God is the author of Scripture. (3—1. II A 1 and 2)

The Bible is true; because God is the author of Scripture, all that God intends to reveal in it is true; this attribute is called inerrancy. (3—1. II B 1)

How the Bible came to be; oral tradition and its role; development of the written books; setting the canon of Scripture. (3—1. II C 1, 2, and 3)

The Church teaches us how to relate truths of faith to the sciences; there is no conflict between religious truth and scientific truth (3—1. III C 1 and 2)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	1, 2

	Doctrinal

· Makes sense out of the content of experience and myth

· What adherents of a religious tradition believe – creeds, doctrines, teachings

· Originate in lived religious experience

· Derived from myths/sacred stories

· Often recorded in sacred texts, scriptures, etc.

· Serve as the foundations of religions


	Jesus reveals to us that God is his Father and ours; that God is One in three Persons; that all three Persons share attributes: eternal, almighty, all-knowing (omniscient), all-loving, transcendent and yet immanent. (3—2. II B 1, 2, 3)

The first Person of the Trinity is God the Father; God the Father is the source of all that is created and uncreated; God is Father in relation to the Son from all eternity; God is Father to all those baptized as his adopted sons and daughters through the Son. (3—2. II C 1 a, b, and c)

We know that God exists through creation, the ultimate source and origin of all, the prime mover; through revelation in which God told us about himself, and about his plans for us; through Sacred Scripture—God is the one who inspired the writers of Scripture, the canon of Scripture, the Catholic understanding of the truth of the Scripture.  (3—2. V A 1 a and b; 2 a)

Jesus Christ is the Eternal Son of God and the Son of Mary (fully Divine and fully Human) and reveals to us the Trinity: Father, Son, and Spirit. (2—Key Theme #4)

All ministry with adolescents must be directed toward presenting young people with the Good News of Jesus Christ and inviting and challenging them to become His disciples. (1—first page)

Jesus is the Son of God from all eternity and Son of Mary from the moment of the Incarnation; the mystery of the Incarnation:  Emmanuel (God is-with-us). (3—2. II A 1)

The acts of creation and redemption are the acts of the One God in three Persons; only Jesus Christ, the Second Person of the Trinity, was made incarnate and crucified for us. (3—2. II B 4)

The Second Person of the Trinity is God the Son; Jesus Christ: eternally begotten and incarnate in time; Son of God and Son of Mary; true God; true man; the perfection of who we are created to be. (3—2. II C 2 a 1, 2, and 3)

Mary is Ever-Virgin. (3—2. II C 2 b 3)

Jesus is not just a human being with special grace or abilities; Jesus is not just a divine person who took on a human form so as not to frighten people. (3—2. III A 1 and 2)

At the Incarnation, the Eternal Son remained fully what he was and is (God) and became what, until that moment, he was not (man). (3—2. III B)

Jesus showed his divinity in various ways: miracles, forgiveness of sins, his knowledge of the Father and the Spirit which he taught, the Resurrection. (3—2. III C)

Jesus showed his humanity in every event of his human life. (3—2. III D)

The Resurrection is a real event involving Christ’s physical body; a transcendent event in which Jesus is no longer bound by space and time.  (3—3. III A 2 a and b)

Jesus promised to be with us always. (3—4. I B 2)

The Third Person of the Trinity is the Holy Spirit; eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son; only fully revealed by Jesus; Sanctifier of the Church and her members. (3—2. II C 3 a, b, and c)

The Holy Spirit is present in the Church and her members; the events of the first Pentecost. (3—4. I C and B 3)

Creeds (5—CCC 14, 194, 195, 197)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	1, 2

	Ethical

· Actions/Moral Code

· How one should act while living in the world

· Examples: Ten Commandments; Love neighbor as self; Compassion


	Life in Christ (3—6 II B. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5)

The reality of sin

Sin defined

Types of sin

Effects of sin

Capital sins

Sins of commission and omission

Life in Christ (3—6 III B. 1)

The Ten Commandments

Life in Christ (3—6 III B. 2)

New Covenant

Two Great Commandments

Sermon on the Mount

The Church has always shown a concern for others (3—7 II A. 1, 2 & 3)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Forming morally (4c)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)
	1, 2

	Ritual

· Worship

· Sacred Times/Life Cycle 

· Formal religious experience

· May re-enact a myth/sacred story


	The seven sacraments of the Church are encounters with the Risen Christ in which one responds and grows as a disciple.  (2—Key Theme #6)

The Seven Sacraments celebrated in the Liturgy are the way established by God for our participation in the mystery of redemption. (3—5 I B)

Sacraments as the principal manifestation of Christ

(3—5 I B. 1, 2, 3)

Baptism into the Church; we become in Christ adopted children of the Father, brothers and sisters to God the Son, temples of the Holy Spirit. (3—6 I B 2)

The prayer of the Church Community nourishes the life of each member and the community itself. (2—Key Theme #7)

God calls each individual to live out holiness in a particular way. (3—8 I B. 1)

The different states of life. (3—8 I B. 4)

There are various forms of personal prayer that enable one to deepen their sense of being loved, of belonging and of making a difference. (2—Key Theme #10)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Educating for community life (4e)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	1, 2

	Social

· A sense of belonging – community

· leadership

· Shared experience

· Form of organization

· Implies membership

· Hierarchy; Levels of membership


	The Church is the community of Christ’s disciples. (2—Key Theme #5)

The Catholic Church—founded by Jesus Christ, the Body of Christ in the world, a unity of one faith in one Lord. (3—2. B 4 a, b, and c)

Christ established his one Church to continue his presence and his work; the birth of the Church; born from the side of Jesus on Good Friday; revealed to the world at Pentecost. (3—4. I A 1 and 2)

Members of the Church share in the divine life of the Trinitarian God, in communion with God and with each other.  (3—4. I C 2)

The missionary mandate of Jesus to the Church (Matthew 28: 19). (3—4. I D 1)

Biblical Images of the Church—These shed partial insight into the reality of the Church as participating in the Trinitarian communion:  the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the People of God (also called Family of God), Beginning of the Kingdom, Way to Salvation, Temple of the Holy Spirit, Vine and Branches. (3—4.  II A-G)

The Marks of the Church—The Church is one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. (3—4. III A 1,2, and 3; B 1, 2, and 3; C 1, 2, and 3; D 1, 2, 3)

The Church is a sign and instrument of communion with God and the unity of the whole human race; founded by Christ, the Church has a divine purpose and mission; the foundation, authority, spiritual power and responsibility of the Church do not originate with the will of her members, but with Christ; the Church transcends history while she is still part of history; the Church is to continue Christ’s work of salvation and to preserve and hand on his teaching. (3—4. IV A and B 1, 2 and 3)

The visible structure of the Church:  a hierarchical communion; authority within the Church; the teaching role of the pope and bishops.  (3—4. IV C 1 and D 1; 5—CCC 771, 874-878)

Why the Church?  The Church is the ordinary way and means through which we can encounter Christ today; redemption and salvation from Christ come to us as members of the one Body of Christ, the Church; holiness of life, the Sacraments, God’s Word and other means of salvation are entrusted to the Church by Christ. (3—4. V A 1, 2, and 3)

The Church, which is the Body of Christ, was instituted by him to be a kind of sacrament; the Church has a physical (visible) and a spiritual (invisible) dimension; thus it is a “sacrament”; through the Church we share in the life of the Trinity which touches both body and soul. (3—5. I A 2 a and b)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Educating for community life (4e)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)
	1, 2

	Material

· Sacred Spaces

· Architecture – churches, mosques, etc.

· Nature – mountains, rivers, etc.

· Cities – Mecca, Jerusalem, etc.

· Artifacts – icons, crucifixes, statures, etc.


	Holy Images/ Icons (5—CCC 1159-1162; 2705; 1159; 1192; 2131)

Liturgical Music (5—CCC 1156-1158)

Symbols and figures of the Church Building (5—CCC 756, 507, 710, 752, 753, 967, 2679)

Promoting knowledge of the faith (4a)

Educating for full, active liturgical participation (4b)

Teaching to pray (4d)

Educating for community life (4e)

Initiate into missionary life (4f)


	1, 2

	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	  Introduction to Religion:

· Set the foundation of understanding the human person by utilizing the existential questions and Fr. Robert Spitzer’s “Levels of Happiness” model.

· Religion defined. 

· The Nature of a Religious Tradition.

· Some Challenges and Rewards of Studying the World’s Religions

· Catholic Relationship and Responsibility to Non-Christian Religions

· Each of the seven dimensions described in detail above will be discussed for each religious tradition and compared to Catholicism


	 1

	  Hinduism:

· Human Destiny: Moksha and Dharma

· Hindu Society: Dharma

· Three Paths to Liberation

· Hinduism in the Modern World

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 1

	  Buddhism:

· The Life of Siddhartha Gautama

· The Dharma

· Three Rafts for Crossing the River

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 1

	 Jainism – time permitting:

· Makers of the River Crossing

· Knowing the Universe

· The Religious Life

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 1

	 Sikhism:

· The Development of Sikhism

· Religious Teachings

· The Religious Life 

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 1

	 Taoism – time permitting:

· Lao Tzu and Chuang Tzu

· The Philosophy of Tao

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 2

	  Shinto – time permitting:

· “Ways of the Kami”

· Shinto in the Religious Life of Japan

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 2

	 Judaism:
· Judaism’s Central Teachings

· The History of the Chosen People

· The Sanctification of Life

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	 2

	 Christianity:
· Jesus Christ 

· Creed

· Church

· Catholic/Orthodox/Protestant Christianity

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	2

	Islam:
· The Foundations of Islam

· Basic Practices and Social Teachings

· The Expansion and Varieties of Islam

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	2

	Religion in the Modern World – time permitting:

· Modern Influences

· New Religious Movements

· Religion and Science

· The seven dimensions will be discussed and compared to Catholicism


	2


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Reading
	Students will read texts of PowerPoint, note outlines, text, Scripture, outside sources.
	Every day there will be some reading.

	Writing
	Students will take notes in various styles from various sources.
	About three times a week.

	
	Students will highlight important information in text.
	Several times during the week.

	
	Students will answer pertinent questions with measurable accuracy; will do nightly work including reading and writing which will be assessed immediately that week.
	Every day students will be assigned work to be assessed during the week.

	Communication
	Students will carry on discussions through interaction with one or more students, or with teacher in large or small group interaction.
	Discussions and group work are assigned weekly.

	
	Students will demonstrate ability to use Power Point presentations.
	Each semester there is the opportunity to use PowerPoint for the semester project.

	
	Students will do non-written nightly work with ability to present in class.
	This will be for the semester project and quarterly group presentations.

	
	Students will use projects demonstrating Dr. Howard Gardner’s “Theory of Multiple Intelligences” (story telling, poetry, myths, legends, news articles, cartoons, skits, etc).
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	They may give presentations, lead discussions, create a talk show program, conduct an interview, write a news letter, booklet, dictionary, invent a slogan, write a formal letter, use technology to present a project, etc.
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	Students may role play or simulate, create a sequence of movements, choreograph a dance, make puzzle cards, build or construct something, devise a scavenger hunt, design a product for, select and use technology.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may chart, cluster, or graph; create artwork, develop architectural drawings, make advertisements, newspaper, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	He/she may give a presentation with appropriate musical accompaniment, write a song or rap, collect and present songs, create a class musical collage, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may create a personal analogy, set and pursue goals, describe how they feel about something, explain personal philosophy about something, describe personal values, use self-directed learning, write journal entries, conduct projects of their choices, assess their own work, etc.
	This is a weekly activity. 


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  (such as:  lecture, lab, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc], persistent use of Library Media Center, other)
The methods of instruction will include lecture, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, Power Point presentations, movies, and role playing.
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
Objectives and Class Philosophy
“You speak of many religions. Instead I will attempt to show the common fundamental element and the common root of these religions (…) From the beginning, Christian Revelation has viewed the spiritual history of man as including, in some way, all religions, thereby demonstrating the unity of humankind with regard to the eternal and ultimate destiny of man. The Council document speaks of this unity and links it with the current trend to bring humanity closer together through the resources available to our civilization. The Church sees the promotion of this unity as one of its duties: There is only one community and it consists of all peoples. They have only one origin, since God inhabited the entire earth with the whole human race. And they have one ultimate destiny, God, whose providence, goodness, and plan for salvation extend to all. . . . Men turn to various religions to solve mysteries of the human condition, which today, as in earlier times, burden people's hearts: the nature of man; the meaning and purpose of life; good and evil; the origin and purpose of suffering; the way to true happiness; death; judgment and retribution after death; and finally, the ultimate ineffable mystery which is the origin and destiny of our existence. From ancient times up to today all the various peoples have shared and continue to share an awareness of that enigmatic power that is present throughout the course of things and throughout the events of human life, and, in which, at times, even the Supreme Divinity or the Father is recognizable. This awareness and recognition imbue life with an intimate religious sense. Religions that are tied up with cultural progress strive to solve these issues with more refined concepts and a more precise language." (Nostra Aetate 1-2). (Crossing the Threshold of Hope, John Paul II)
In order for us to begin the ultimate goal of understanding, collaborating and dialoguing with people of other religious traditions, we must first come to have a basic understanding our own as well as theirs – What do we have in common?  What makes us different? Who are the various religious founders? Do they have special rituals?  Sacred Scriptures, and so forth?  By the end of this course the student should be able to fill in the attached chart and come away with a strong understanding of the basic beliefs of six world religions and how they compare and contrast to Catholic Christianity, thus enabling the student to follow the Church’s Declaration with both knowledge and empathy.
	Name of religion
	               Religions of our world

      

	Experiential


	· Religions commonly begin with the religious experiences of individuals – Revelation

· Part of anyone’s religious experience (but don’t always result in a new religion)

· Faith: closely related to an experience of the Holy

· Mysticism: individual becomes one with the divine



	Founder
	

	When/Where founded
	

	Mythic 


	· Sacred Scriptures

· Sources of Sacred truth and therefore powerful

· Give meaning to life

· Sacred Stories passed on from generation to generation

· Set forth fundamental knowledge regarding the nature of things

· 4 functions of myth:

            cosmological – how the world works and its purpose

            theological – what God/the Sacred is like and how God relates with us

            social – how society should be organized and who should be in charge

            ethical – what values humans should have and how we should behave            



	Doctrinal


	· Makes sense out of the content of experience and myth

· What adherents of a religious tradition believe – creeds, doctrines, teachings

· Originate in lived religious experience

· Derived from myths/sacred stories

· Often recorded in sacred texts, scriptures, etc.

· Serve as the foundations of religions



	Ethical

	· Actions/Moral Code

· How one should act while living in the world

· Examples: Ten Commandments; Love neighbor as self; Compassion

	Ritual


	· Worship

· Sacred Times/Life Cycle 

· Formal religious experience

· May re-enact a myth/sacred story


	Social


	· A sense of belonging – community

· leadership

· Shared experience

· Form of organization

· Implies membership

· Hierarchy; Levels of membership



	Material


	· Sacred Spaces

· Architecture – churches, mosques, etc.

· Nature – mountains, rivers, etc.

· Cities – Mecca, Jerusalem, etc.

· Artifacts – icons, crucifixes, statures, etc.

	How this religion is similar to Catholic Christianity


	

	How this religion is different from Catholic Christianity
	


II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

GRADING SCALE

__X_Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
70% Class work, homework, quizzes, tests, 

10% Participation


20% Final Exam

Grading Scale



93-100%   
=  A



90-92.99      
=  A-   

87-89.99
=  B+

83-86.99
=  B

80-82.99
=  B-

77-79.99
=  C+

73-76.99
=  C

70-72.99
=  C-

67-69.99
=  D+

63-66.99
=  D

60-62.99
=  D-

00-59.99
=  F

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES
B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Supplies

· Textbook: Brodd, Jeffrey, World Religions: A Voyage of Discovery, 

THIRD EDITION; ISB# 0-88489-997-6



**You must bring your textbook to class daily**
· 3 ring binder or folder - Must be brought to class daily.  

· paper and pen

Homework/Assignments

· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  

· When homework points are rewarded in class, a 0 will be given to all parties involved if a student attempts to pass off homework, a textbook, or anything else as their own that is not.  

· Homework will be due at the beginning of the class period in which it was due, unless we are working in on it in class.  Homework turned in anytime after I have already collected it will be considered late.

· Late assignments will receive half credit.  You have one week from its due date to make up a late assignment.

· It is the student’s responsibility to make-up assignments due to an excused absence.  No make-up will be offered for unexcused absences.

· Homework and assignments should reflect pride in yourself and your best effort.  It should be neat (no cross outs – use white out), legible, accurate in fact, spelling and grammar, thoughtful and have completely followed all the guidelines given for the assignment.

Essays and Projects

Essays and projects will be assigned periodically during the quarter.  Essays will be graded on content as well as writing style and grammar.  Specifics on essay length and expectations will be explained on each essay assigned.  Project guidelines will be explained at the time the assignment is given.  Grades depend on the following of these guidelines as well as effort, neatness, thought, etc.  Late essays and projects are penalized approximately one-half letter grade per day (For example, if you received a B on the assignment, you would be awarded a B- for one day late, C+ for two days, C for three days, etc.).

Quizzes and Tests
There will be a test at the end of every chapter.  If you missed the test, or quiz, and have an excused absence, you will have one week to make-up the test, or it will become a zero.  Make-up tests will be held after class in detention the very next day you return (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) or the earliest date possible within one week of your absence.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to make-up any test you miss.  Quizzes will be given periodically during the course of the semester – some planned, some pop.  Quizzes are weighted the same as homework.
Attendance

Each time you are late to class you will receive a checkmark against your participation grade.  Once you are tardy three times you will also receive a detention.  The penalty for excessive lateness or unexcused absences will be determined by the teacher and the school and will affect your participation grade.  You are responsible for the material missed due to an absence or tardiness.

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Rules and Expectations

· BE RESPECTFUL of others, yourself and the classroom environment.  All interactions between students, teachers and staff should be characterized by mutual respect and the “Golden Rule” – treat others as you yourself would like to be treated. Vandalism (defacing your desk)/littering = detention at the very least.

· All Kennedy High School rules apply in the classroom.  

· Be on time.  Sit in your assigned seat and stay seated unless otherwise directed.

· Bring all necessary supplies to class.  Come prepared!!!  Be in your seat, quiet and ready to learn when the bell rings.

· Only one person should speak at a time.  If you have a question or wish to make a contribution to class, raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking unless otherwise directed.

· NO FOOD OR DRINK IN CLASS.  Water is the only exception.  You may chew gum in class as long as it is not a distraction and I don’t find it under the desks or anywhere else except the trash when you are done.

· Textbook, Bible, pen, notebook paper and white out are required every day.  You will be deducted points from your participation grade if needed supplies are not brought to class.

Participation/Conduct

You will determine your participation and conduct grade for this class by your own choices.  Each student will start out with 100 points in this category for each quarter.  (100 points = A+)  When penalties occur, a check mark will be placed by your name in the grade-book.  Each checkmark is a 1 point deduction.  Checkmarks may be given for any offense in class, such as:

· talking when I am talking/talking when another student is talking

· being tardy (3 pt. deduction)

· not bringing supplies to class/not having the necessary supplies ready to go on your desk when the bell rings

· talking disrespectfully

· not being on task (not paying attention, working on homework for other classes, chatting with neighbor, passing notes, etc.)

· using prayer time inappropriately

· getting out of your seat without permission

· cell phones, CD and MP3 players – if I see them, they are mine until the end of the day.  Repeated offenses will result in detention.

· other offenses may apply as the case arises
Sometimes checkmarks will be noted on the board or overhead as a reminder that points are indeed being deducted; other times they will simply be noted in the grade-book.  Participation and Conduct is 10% of your grade, so monitor your progress online as this will indeed affect your grade significantly!  

You will be able to make up points by contributing respectfully and thoughtfully in class discussions.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

Cheating of any form is NOT tolerated.

Cheating is described by, but not limited to, the following:

· Copying some else’s work inside or outside of class time

· Using actual text or ideas from someone else’s work without proper notation

· Exchanging answers or questions with others

· Using cheat notes (paper, electronic, or other) or writing information on your body or objects

· Submission of someone else’s work as you own (plagiarism)

· Forgery or alteration of grades

· Unsanctioned access to information, exams or answers

All cheating will result in a 0% for that activity and other consequences from the school.

E. Policy on Extra Credit

Occasionally extra credit may be offered as an option to give the students an opportunity to strengthen their grade and to deepen their knowledge on a specific interest of theirs in a particular religion.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


___X__JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format.  Grades will be kept current with a minimum of new postings made available on a bi-weekly basis.  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings will be made available:  

      Weekly posting.
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:

       About twenty grades per quarter.
H. Support for Student Learning
(such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring, referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)
· Information presented through both audio and visual

· Structure for student organization (notebook checks)

· Group work for peer learning

· Variety of assessments (writing, creative art, discussion etc.)
I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

Availability is before/after school, by appointment and during lunch. 
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	Religions of the World by Schlessinger Media.  Each movie has the title of the Religion being presented: 

	
	

	Hinduism
	Chapter Three
	1

	Buddhism
	Chapter Four
	1

	Judaism
	Chapter Twelve
	1

	Catholicism/Christianity
	Chapter Thirteen
	2

	Islam 
	Chapter Fourteen
	2

	Star Wars 
	Chapter Thirteen
	2

	The Matrix 
	Chapter Four
	1

	Confucianism and Taoism
	Chapter Seven and Eight
	2

	Native American Spirituality
	Chapter Two
	2

	Ancient Religions of the Mediterranean
	Chapter Eleven
	2

	Little Buddha
	Chapter Four
	1


K. Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	LCD Projector
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Computer
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Doc Camera
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	CD player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	DVD/ Video player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly 
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Handouts from Pope John Paul II and Peter Kreeft will be given out in class.









































PAGE  
17

