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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS:                                      1. Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC);                      2.  Archdiocese of Seattle:  Office of Faith Formation;    3. Dogmatic Constitution of the Church;                               4. “Gaudium et Spes;”                                                          5.  Six Tasks of Catechesis: 
         1.  Promoting knowledge of the Faith

         2.  Educating for full, active liturgical participation

         3.  Forming morally

         4.  Teaching to pray

         5.  Educating for community life

         6.  Initiate into missionary life

6.  Doctrinal Guidelines for Catholic High Schools from       

     the USCCB’s Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to 

     the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

          I.  Christ: The Eternal Word

         II.  About the Bible

               A.  The books of the Bible are inspired

               B.  The Bible is True

               C.  How the Bible came to be

               D.  The Bible is the Church’s Book

        III.  Understanding Scripture

               A.  Criteria for interpretation

               B.  Senses of Scripture

               C.  The Bible in Relation to science and history

               D.  Modern approaches to Scripture

               E.  The Scriptures: Church’s book who alone 

                     can interpret them authentically

               F.  “Lectio Divina”—Praying on Scripture

        IV.  Overview of the Bible

               A.  Old Testament

               B.  New Testament

7.  “Lumen Gentium”

8.  Documents of Vatican II 

9.  “Verbum Dei”
Every source above can be found online and you can “Google” the actual documents to find the 

particular numbered references below:
	QUARTER

	Chapter One: Preparing for the Journey: Basic Information
	CCC: 73:1 Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation; CCC: 105, 106, 107, 113, 120; Doctrinal Guidelines: II A, B, C, D; III Understanding Scriptures A, B, C; IV Overview of the Bible A 1, 2, 3, 4;  Six tasks of Catechesis: 1, 6 .
	Quarter One

	Chapter Two: Maps for the Journey
	CCC: 109, 110; Pope Pius XII “Divino Afflante Spiritu”: 40; D.G. I C 1, 2;III; IV;1, 2, 3, 4; Six Tasks: 1, 6.
	Quarter One

	Chapter Three: Stories for the Journey—Creation – Founding of a People
	CCC: 70, 71, 282, 289, 416; Guidelines: I, 1 A, B; II, A, B, C, D; III A, B, C, D, E; IV A 1, 2 A, B.  Six Tasks: 1, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter One

	Chapter Four:  The Journey to the Promised Land Begins: Exodus and the Sinai Covenant
	CCC: 72, 1980, 1981, 2080; Vatican II Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation: 3; Six Tasks: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 ,6; Doctrinal Guidelines: 1,1; B 2 B, C; III A 1, 2, 3; B 1, 2; IV A.
	Quarter One



	Chapter Five: The Journey Takes New Shape:  People At Home
	CCC: 2307; “Gaudium et Spes: 81.4; CCC 2308, 2327, 2328; Dogmatic Constitution of the Church: #9; Doctrinal Guidelines: I 1 A, B, II, A, III B, 1, 2, C 1, 2.IV A 1, 2, 3, 4; Six Tasks: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
	Quarter One

	Chapter Six: The Monarchy: The Journey Takes a New Direction
	CCC: 229, 543, 709, 2579; Vatican II Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation: #17; CCC: 1490; Profession of Faith: I Know Whom I have Believed.  CCC: 150, 218;  Doctrinal Guidelines: IV A 1, 2; iii b 1, 2; C 1, 2, F;  Six Tasks:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter Two

	Chapter Seven: God’s Prophets at the Heart of the Journey
	CCC: 64, 72, 218, 2642; Vatican II Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation: # 17; CCC: 1490; D.G. IA, B, II A, B, C, D; III A, B, C; IV 2, 4;  Six Tasks 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter Two

	Chapter Eight:  Turning Point in the Journey: Destruction of Judah
	CCC: 710, 72, 64,711; D.G. I A, B, II A, B, C, D; III A, B, C; IV 2, 4;  Six Tasks:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter Two

	Chapter Nine:  A Spiritual Journey:  A Look at Wisdom and Apocalyptic Literature
	CCC: 304, 1060, 716, 2579; Vatican II Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation: # 15; D.G. As Above, especially IV A 3; Six Tasks:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter Two

	Chapter Ten:  The Journey Leads to the Time of Jesus and Beyond
	CCC: 64, 839; General Directory for Catechesis: 199, 140; 1971 Synod of Bishops, “Justice in the World,” Chapter Two; Doctrinal Guidelines:  III A, B, C, D; IV A, especially 3; Six Tasks: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6.
	Quarter Two


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 

	QUARTER

	Chapter One:  Students will: understand and demonstrate the differences between Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish Bibles
	Quarter One

	Obtain an overview of the basic story line in the Old Testament
	

	Realize why knowledge of the original languages of the Bible, the various translations, other ancient writings, and the science of archeology are important to Bible study
	

	Classify and arrange the Old Testament books
	

	Value the Old Testament as the inspired Word of God
	

	Appreciate the Old Testament as an integral part of the Church’s prayer, liturgy, history, and theology
	

	
	

	Chapter Two:  Students will:  put the writings of the Old Testament in a geographical, historical, and religious context
	Quarter One

	Discover what archaeological finds have revealed about the peoples of the biblical period
	

	See how the geography of Canaan contributed to the frequency of war in ancient Israelite life
	

	Understand why Canaan became the center of great civilizations and was so important to surrounding countries such as Egypt and Mesopotamia
	

	Trace the history of the Israelites from the time of the Exodus to the century before Christ
	

	Study the major types of religious literature that make up the Old Testament
	

	Appreciate why we consider the Old Testament, along with the New Testament, to be God’s Word


	

	Chapter Three:  Students will:  name the stories found in the book of Genesis
	Quarter One

	Learn more about the two creation stories and how they teach religious truth
	

	Appreciate that humans are made in the image of God and are called by God to have a personal relationship with Him


	

	Understand how the original justice given to mankind was lost due to their disobedience at the time of the original sin
	

	Explore the significance of the Great Flood as well as the story of the tower of Babel
	

	Study the lives and challenges of the ancestors of Israel, beginning with Abraham
	

	Understand how God remains faithful to his covenant through the stories of Jacob and Joseph


	

	Chapter Four:  Students will: summarize the chronology of the book of Exodus
	Quarter One

	Learn about Moses through stories of his birth and childhood
	

	Understand more about the name and nature of God
	

	Explore ways to understand the ten plagues described in the book of Exodus
	

	See what the “murmuring stories” tell us about the Israelites
	

	Understand the central importance of the Sinai Covenant in the Old Testament
	

	Examine ways to apply the Ten Commandments to their own lives
	

	Differentiate between the three collections of the Law in the “books of Moses”
	

	Appreciate how the events of the Exodus are made present in Jewish Passover celebrations and in the Eucharist


	

	Chapter Five:  Students will: understand why the books of Joshua, Judges, 1 and 2 Samuel, and 1 and 2 Kings are considered “Deuteronomic History”
	Quarter One

	Know the importance of the religious reforms of King Josiah
	

	See how God can work with people with imperfections such as Rahab, Samson, Gideon, and Deborah


	

	Appreciate the religious message behind the conquest of Jericho and many of the battles described in Joshua and Judges
	

	Discover what archaeology tells us about the conquest of Jericho and other cities throughout Canaan at this time
	

	Explore the morality or immorality of warfare, including the “miracle warfare” of the ancient Israelites and the “just war” theory of St. Augustine
	

	Consider how God is calling people today to ongoing penance and conversion


	

	Chapter Six:  Students will:  summarize the plot and religious themes of the books of 1 and 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings
	Quarter Two

	Learn about the pros and cons of the united monarchy in Israel
	

	Appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of Israel’s first three kings:  Saul, David, and Solomon
	

	See how the prophets such as Samuel served as a “check and balance” to the kings’ decisions
	

	Correlate Israel’s success in battle to its fidelity to Yahweh
	

	Discover how Solomon’s greatest accomplishment—the building of the Temple in Jerusalem—was also the reason for the demise of the united kingdom
	

	Link Jesus, a descendant of David, to the Israelite monarchy and the coming of the kingdom of God


	

	Chapter Seven: The students will: associate the Old Testament prophets with the tradition of Moses
	Quarter Two

	Explore the nature of a prophet’s “calling” from God
	

	See how the prophets were messengers of God as well as social revolutionaries
	

	Learn more about the times and the message of the prophets Elijah, Elisha, Amos, and Hosea
	

	Understand how the Old Testament explains the fall of the northern kingdom in religious terms
	

	Discover how the prophets also prepared people for the coming of a Messiah
	

	Appreciate their own call to be prophets in the twenty -first century


	

	Chapter Eight: The students will: understand the historical context and basic message of the major and minor writing prophets
	Quarter Two

	Learn that the book of Isaiah is probably the compilation of three separate prophets:  Isaiah of Jerusalem, Deutero-Isaiah, and Third Isaiah
	

	Visualize the fall of Jerusalem and the life of the Israelites in exile
	

	See how many prophets, especially Ezekiel, gave the people reason to hope that Israel would one day be restored under equitable and just circumstances
	

	Receive insight into the nature of prophecy itself and how each of us is also called by God to be a prophet today
	

	Appreciate the importance for the returning exiles to rebuild the Temple and to see that we ourselves are to be God’s temple today
	

	Connect the message of the Old Testament prophets to the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ


	

	Chapter Nine:  The students will:  overview the Wisdom books of the Old Testament—Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Sirach, Wisdom, and Song of Songs
	Quarter Two

	Discover that true wisdom is centered in one’s relationship with God
	

	See that faith can grow from reflection on creation and daily relationships as well as through revelation
	

	Become aware of the themes and styles of writing found in Wisdom literature
	

	Understand the nature and meaning of apocalyptic literature found in the Bible
	

	Relate the Wisdom literature and apocalyptic literature of the Old Testament to the teachings and parables of Jesus
	

	Apply the message of the Old Testament’s wisdom and apocalyptic literature to modern life


	

	Chapter Ten:  The students will:  get an overview of the history and political situation in Palestine during the 600 years preceding Jesus
	Quarter Two

	See how the spiritual messages of Daniel 1-6, Tobit, Judith, and Esther helped the people deal with foreign rule while remaining faithful to the laws of Moses
	

	Understand that the Jews themselves were divided about how to respond to foreign rule and whether they should cooperate or resist
	

	Learn about the revolt led by the Maccabees and the miracle behind the feast of Hanukkah
	

	Understand more about Jewish  worship and feast days
	

	Find out what happened to the Jews from the destruction of the Temple up to modern times
	


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Reading
	Students will read texts of PowerPoint, note outlines, text, Scripture, outside sources.
	Everyday there will be some reading.

	Writing
	Students will take notes in various styles from various sources.
	About three times a week.

	
	Students will highlight important information in text.
	Several times during the week.

	
	Students will answer pertinent questions with measurable accuracy; will do nightly work including reading and writing which will be assessed immediately that week.
	Everyday students will be assigned work to be assessed during the week.

	Communication
	Students will carry on discussions through interaction with one or more students, or with teacher in large or small group interaction.
	Discussions and group work are assigned weekly.

	
	Students will demonstrate ability to use Power Point presentations.
	Each semester there is the opportunity to use PowerPoint for the semester project.

	
	Students will do non-written nightly work with ability to present in class.
	This will be for the semester project and quarterly group presentations.

	
	Students will use projects demonstrating Dr. Howard Gardner’s “Theory of Multiple Intelligences” (story telling, poetry, myths, legends, news articles, cartoons, skits, etc).
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	They may give presentations, lead discussions, create a talk show program, conduct an interview, write a news letter, booklet, dictionary, invent a slogan, write a formal letter, use technology to present a project, etc.
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	Students may role play or simulate, create a sequence of movements, choreograph a dance, make puzzle cards, build or construct something, devise a scavenger hunt, design a product for, select and use technology.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may chart, cluster, or graph; create artwork, develop architectural drawings, make advertisements, newspaper, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	He/she may give a presentation with appropriate musical accompaniment, write a song or rap, collect and present songs, create a class musical collage, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may create a personal analogy, set and pursue goals, describe how they feel about something, explain personal philosophy about something, describe personal values, use self-directed learning, write journal entries, conduct projects of their choices, assess their own work, etc.
	This is a weekly activity. 


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  
                   The methods of instruction will include lecture, discussion, collaborative learning, small group    

                    learning, writing exercises, worksheets, listening/speaking activities, Power Point presentations, 
                    movies, Chapel visits, and role playing.
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
God is present in his Word!  It is in the Word of God that the answers to life’s existential questions can be found: Who am I? What is the meaning of life?  What are the values worth living for? Why is there suffering?  What happens after death? Where can true happiness be found?  By studying the stories of the Chosen People in the Old Testament, we can learn about ourselves, about God and our relationship with Him and with others.  The pilgrimage of the Israelites is the story of each one of us and of every person who searches for Truth, love, goodness and justice.   By studying the New Testament, we not only focus our attention on the Person who can answer our questions and give direction to our lives, we open ourselves to his transforming love.  God’s unconditional love for every person is manifested in Jesus and by studying his life, teachings, passion, death and resurrection we learn how to build the civilization of love in our every day life.  This class has the purpose of helping each person to understand that the human person is made to love and be loved.  The vocation of each one of us is to love; therefore, by going to the Author of love we learn to fulfill our calling as human beings.

II. POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE

_X__Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


____ Different scale (If different scale, please indicate below):

Grading Scale



93-100%   
=  A



90-92.99      
=  A-   

87-89.99
=  B+

83-86.99
=  B

80-82.99
=  B-

77-79.99
=  C+

73-76.99
=  C

70-72.99
=  C-

67-69.99
=  D+

63-66.99
=  D

60-62.99
=  D-

00-59.99
=  F

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
70% Class work, homework, quizzes, tests, 

10% Participation


20% Final Exam

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Supplies

Textbook: Daniel Smith-Christopher, The Old Testament: Our Call to Faith and Justice


**You must bring your textbook and Bible to class daily**
· 3 ring binder - Must be brought to class daily.  

· paper and pen

· dividers – 3
Homework/Assignments

· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  

· When homework points are rewarded in class, a 0 will be given to all parties involved if a student attempts to pass off homework, a textbook, or anything else as their own that is not.  

· Homework will be due at the beginning of the class period in which it was due, unless we are working in on it in class.  Homework turned in anytime after I have already collected it will be considered late.

· Late assignments will receive half credit.  You have one week from its due date to make up a late assignment.

· It is the student’s responsibility to make-up assignments due to an excused absence.  No make-up will be offered for unexcused absences.

· Homework and assignments should reflect pride in yourself and your best effort.  It should be neat (no cross outs – use white out), legible, accurate in fact, spelling and grammar, thoughtful and have completely followed all the guidelines given for the assignment.
Essays and Projects

Essays and projects will be assigned periodically during the quarter.  Essays will be graded on content as well as writing style and grammar.  Specifics on essay length and expectations will be explained on each essay assigned.  Project guidelines will be explained at the time the assignment is given.  Grades depend on the following of these guidelines as well as effort, neatness, thought, etc.  Late essays and projects are penalized approximately one-half letter grade per day (For example, if you received a B on the assignment, you would be awarded a B- for one day late, C+ for two days, C for three days, etc.).

Quizzes and Tests
There will be a test at the end of every chapter.  If you missed the test, or quiz, and have an excused absence, you will have one week to make-up the test, or it will become a zero.  Make-up tests will be held after class in detention the very next day you return (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) or the earliest date possible within one week of your absence.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to make-up any test you miss.  Quizzes will be given periodically during the course of the semester – some planned, some pop.  Quizzes are weighted the same as homework.

Attendance

Each time you are late to class you will receive a checkmark against your participation grade.  Once you are tardy three times you will also receive a detention.  The penalty for excessive lateness or unexcused absences will be determined by the teacher and the school and will affect you participation grade.  You are responsible for the material missed due to an absence or tardiness.

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Rules and Expectations

· BE RESPECTFUL of others, yourself and the classroom environment.  All interactions between students, teachers and staff should be characterized by mutual respect and the “Golden Rule” – treat others as you yourself would like to be treated. Vandalism (defacing your desk)/littering = detention at the very least.

· All Kennedy High School rules apply in the classroom.  

· Be on time.  Sit in your assigned seat and stay seated unless otherwise directed.

· Bring all necessary supplies to class.  Come prepared!!!  Be in your seat, quiet and ready to learn when the bell rings.

· Only one person should speak at a time.  If you have a question or wish to make a contribution to class, raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking unless otherwise directed.

· NO FOOD OR DRINK IN CLASS.  Water is the only exception.  You may chew gum in class as long as it is not a distraction and I don’t find it under the desks or anywhere else except the trash when you are done.

· Textbook, Bible, pen, notebook paper and white out are required every day.  You will be deducted points from your participation grade if needed supplies are not brought to class.

Participation/Conduct

You will determine your participation and conduct grade for this class by your own choices.  Each student will start out with 100 points in this category for each quarter.  (100 points = A+)  When penalties occur, a check mark will be placed by your name in the grade-book.  Each checkmark is a 1 point deduction.  Checkmarks may be given for any offense in class, such as:

· talking when I am talking/talking when another student is talking

· being tardy (3 pt. deduction)

· not bringing supplies to class/not having the necessary supplies ready to go on your desk when the bell rings

· talking disrespectfully

· not being on task (not paying attention, working on homework for other classes, chatting with neighbor, passing notes, etc.)

· using prayer time inappropriately

· getting out of your seat without permission

· cell phones, CD and MP3 players – if I see them, they are mine until the end of the day.  Repeated offenses will result in detention.

· other offenses may apply as the case arises

Sometimes checkmarks will be noted on the board or overhead as a reminder that points are indeed being deducted; other times they will simply be noted in the grade-book.  Participation and Conduct is 10% of your grade, so monitor your progress online as this will indeed affect your grade significantly!  

You will be able to make up points by contributing respectfully and thoughtfully in class discussions.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

Cheating of any form is NOT tolerated.

Cheating is described by, but not limited to, the following:

· Copying some else’s work inside or outside of class time

· Using actual text or ideas from someone else’s work without proper notation

· Exchanging answers or questions with others

· Using cheat notes (paper, electronic, or other) or writing information on your body or objects

· Submission of someone else’s work as you own (plagiarism)

· Forgery or alteration of grades

· Unsanctioned access to information, exams or answers

All cheating will result in a 0% for that activity and other consequences from the school.

E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)

Occasionally extra credit may be offered as an option to give the students an opportunity to strengthen their grade and to deepen their knowledge on a specific interest of theirs in a particular religion.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


__X___JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format.  Grades will be kept current with a minimum of new postings made available on a bi-weekly basis.  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings will be made available:  
Weekly posting.
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:

About twenty grades per quarter.

H. Support for Student Learning
(such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring, referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)
· Information presented through both audio and visual

· Structure for student organization (notebook checks)

· Group work for peer learning

· Variety of assessments (writing, creative art, discussion etc.)

         I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

Availability is before/after school, by appointment and during lunch. 

J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	“Joshua”  (documentary)
	Chapters One, Two, Three
	Quarter One

	“King David” (movie)
	Chapters Six, Seven
	Quarter Two

	“Who Wrote the Bible” (documentary)
	Chapters One, Two, Three, Seven
	Quarters One, Two

	“The Beginning—Bible Stories” (documentary)
	Chapters One, Two, Three, Four
	Quarter One

	“The Ark of the Covenant”  (documentary)
	Chapters Four, Seven
	Quarters One, Two

	“Joshua, etc.”  (documentary)
	Chapters Four, Five, Six, Seven
	Quarters One, Two 

	“Mysteries of the Bible I, II” (documentary)
	Chapters Two, Three, Four, Six
	Quarters One, Two

	“Kingdom of David”  (documentary)
	Chapter Six
	Quarter Two

	“Joseph, King of Dreams” 
	Chapter Three
	Quarter One

	“Genesis”  (Six part documentary)
	Chapter Three, Four
	Quarter One

	“The Prince of Egypt” - Moses
	Chapter Four
	Quarter Two


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  
K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	LCD Projector
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Computer
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Doc Camera
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	CD player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	DVD/ Video player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly 
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