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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

	MAJOR UNITS


	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS:*

1.  Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC)

2.  General Directory for Catechetics
3.  Doctrinal Guidelines for Catholic High Schools from  
     the USCCB’s  Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to

     the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

            1. Christ the Eternal Word

            2. Christ: Who Is Jesus?

            3.  What did Christ accomplish?  (Paschal 

                 Mystery)

            4.  How does Christ’s work continue in the 

                  world today?

            5.  Sacraments as the principal manifestation of 

                 Christ

            6.  Life in Christ (Part I)

            7.  Life in Christ (Part II)

            8.  Sacraments at the Service of Communion                                     

4.  The Six Tasks of Catechesis

          1.  Promoting knowledge of the faith

          2.  Educating for full, active liturgical 

                participation

          3.  Forming morally

          4.  Teaching to pray

          5.  Educating for community life

          6.  Initiate into missionary life

5.  Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials
6.  Dogmatic Constitution of the Church
7.  “Gaudium et Spes”

8.  “Lumen Gentium”

9.  “Verbum Dei”

Every source above can be found online and you can “Google” the actual documents to find the

particular numbered references below:


	QUARTER

	Introduction:

A. Basics

B. Lectio Divina

C. The Rosary as a summary of the Gospels

D. Address the question Jesus asked his followers:  “Who Do You Say That I Am?”  
     
	CCC- Gospel:  God Sends His Son: #422-425;

CCC-Christ: Heart of Catechesis: #426-429;

CCC-The Name Jesus: #430-435;

CCC-The Title Christ: 436-440;453;

CCC-Only Son of God-#441-445;

CCC-Lord: #446-451; 455;

CCC-Centrality of the Incarnation: #101-102

Eight Themes: 2 B 2a, b; 2C; 2a 1,2,3; III A 1,2, B, C, D; IV A

Six Tasks: 

    a.  Promoting knowledge of the  

        faith

    d.  Teaching to pray

Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials:  #4, 5, 14, 15, 73.


	Quarter Three

	Chapter One:  The Historical Jesus


	CCC -Christ, the Unique Word of Sacred Scripture: #101-104; #134

CCC-Inspiration: #105-108; #135-136;

CCC-Holy Spirit; Interpreter of Scripture: #109-119; #137

CCC-New Testament Canon and Stages in Formation of the Gospels: #124-127; #138-139;

CCC-Unity of the Two Testaments: #128-130; 140

Eight Themes: 1.Christ, the Eternal Word: IA, B; II A, B, C; III A, B, C; IV B; V A; 2 Christ: Who is Jesus? I A B; III A, B, C, D.

Six Tasks of Catechesis:  

     1.  Promoting knowledge of the 

          faith

     2.  Educating for full, active 

          liturgical participation

     3.  Forming morally

     4.  Teaching to pray

Guidelines in Doctrine for Catechetical

Materials: #5, 17, 73.
	Quarter Three



	Chapter Two: The New Testament World of Jesus

	CCC-Jesus and Israel: #574-594; 

USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 1. Christ, the Eternal Word II C, 1, 2; IV. Overview B; New Testament 1; V. 

Gospels A, B 1, B3, C 3; 2.  Who is 

Jesus? Part I What Do We Know from God; A.
Six Tasks of Catechesis:  

     1.  Promoting knowledge of the  

          faith

     2.  Forming morally

     3.  Teaching to pray

     4.  Educating for community life

Guidelines on Doctrine for 

Catechetical Material:  #17
	Quarter Three



	Chapter Three: The Essential Jesus

	CCC- #512-570; 
Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials:  #14, 15, 22, 30

USCCB:  1. Christ, the Eternal Word:

A 1, 2; B 1 a, b; II A; II B; II C 1,2,3,; III A 1; III B 2a; III C2; III D; IV B; V A, B; 2.  Who Is Jesus? I A 1a; I A 2 c; I B 2 b c, 3, 4a; II Who is Jesus Christ: A 1, 2, Second Person: 2 a 1, 2, 3, B, C ; D 1, 2; IV A 3, B 1, C 1,2,3,a,b; V B 1 a; 1 b; 3. 

What Did Christ Accomplish?: B Ascension: 1, 2, 3; A 1, 2; B3; C 1, 2, 3, 4, 5;  D 2, 3, 5; 4. How Does Christ’s Work Continue in the World Today?: 4 F 1, 2,; Go 1, 2, 3; II A, C, D, F, G; Marks of the Church: A 1.

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

     1.  Promoting knowledge of the

          faith

     2.  Educating for full, active 

          liturgical participation

     3.  Forming morally

     4. Teaching to pray

     5. Educating for community life

     6. Initiate into the missionary life.


	Quarter Three

	Chapter Four: Gospel of Mark: Jesus, the 

Suffering Servant
              
	CCC-Miracles (#547-550); Paschal 

Mystery (#571-573); Jesus and Israel (#574-594); Trial (#595-598); Redemptive Death (#599-623); Death and Burial (#624-638).

Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials: #4, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22.

USCCB Guidelines:  

1. Christ, the Eternal Word: C 1, 2, 3;

III A 1; III B 2 a; III C2: D: IV B 1; V a, B.

2. Christ: Who Is Jesus? : I B 2b, c; 3a, II a 1,2; III B C, D 1, 2; IV A 3; IV B1; Iv C 3 b; V B 1, 2;

3.  What Did Christ Accomplish?: III A

1, 2, 3 (all within) IV (All); 

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting knowledge of the faith

2.  Educating for full, active, liturgical  

     participation

3.  Forming morally

d.  Teaching to pray

e.  Educating for community life

f. Initiate into missionary life.   


	Quarter Three

	Chapter Five:   The Gospel of Matthew:

Jesus the Teacher

	CCC - Jesus, Teacher of the New Law (541-546); 1965-1970; 1983-1985

Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials: 4, 13, 14, 15, 21, 23, 40, 52, 61, 62, 73, 74, 76, 78

USCCB: 

1.  Christ, the Eternal Word: I A, B; II C, D; III A, B, C; Iv A; V a, B, 

2.  Christ: Who Is Jesus?: I A, B; Who Is Jesus Christ: A, B; III A, B, C, D, IV C; 

3.  What Did Christ Accomplish?: II B, C; III A, B; V Implications for Believers: A, B, C, D;

4.  How Does Christ’s Work Continue in the World Today? : I D, E, F, G; II Biblical Images—G. Life in Christ

Part III C; Life in Christ (2) Social Teaching A, B; III; 

Christ calls us to be grateful disciples committed to praising God and proclaiming the Good News through loving service of neighbor and the promotion of justice. (2—Key Theme #8)

Catholic secondary schools shall provide religious instructional and formational programs based on the teaching of the Catholic Church (1—page 1)

The Church is the community of Christ’s disciples. (2—Key Theme #5)

Social teaching in the modern era has been expressed in a particularly explicit way in papal teaching and the teaching of the Second Vatican Council…

This period was initiated by Pope Leo XIII in 1893. (3—7 II B 1)

Major Themes of Catholic Social Teaching (3-7 III A, B, C, D, E, F, G)

A.  Life and Dignity of the Human Person

B.  Call to Family, Community and Participation

C.  Rights and Responsibilities

D.  Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

E.  The Dignity of work and the Rights of Workers

F. Solidarity

G. Care for the Environment.

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

3.  Forming Morally

5.  Educating for Community Life

6.  Initiate  into the Missionary Life

The Church has always shown concern for others…History of the Church is replete with examples of those who care for the needy, widows, orphans, and the sick. (3—7 II B 1)

Major Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

(3—7 III A, B, C, D, E, F, G)
	Quarter Three

	Chapter Six:  The Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles:  Jesus the Savior


	CCC- Beliefs about Mary 484-511; 722-726; 963-975;2759-2865

Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials: #s 4, 5, 8, 13, 14, 15, 16, 22, 35; (Lumen Gentium 66, 67) 36, 39, 40, 61, 62, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78

USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 

1. Christ, the Eternal Word I B  1 a, b, 2; II A 1, 2; B 1; C 1, 2, 3, 4; III A 1, 2, 3; B 1, 2 a, b, c; C 1, 2, D, E; IV B 1; V A, B 1, 2, 3, 4 a, c, d, e, f, g;

2. Christ: Who Is Jesus? (I) : I A 1, 2;Divine Revelation: a, b, c; B 1 a, b; 2 a, b, c; 4 a; II A 1, a, b; 2 B; 1, 4; 2A 1, 2, 3, b; III A 1, 2; B, C, D1, 2; IV A 1, 2, 3, 4, ; B 1, 2, 3; C1, 2, 3; II The Promise of a Messiah—C1; III Redemption A 1, 2, 3; B 1, 2, 3; IV A, B, C, D; 4 How Does Christ’s Work Continue? I A, C, D; 

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

3.  Forming Morally

4. Teaching to Pray.  

5.  Educating for Community Life

6.  Initiate into Missionary Life


	Quarter Four

	Chapter Seven:  The Gospel of John:  Jesus the Word of God

 
	CCC –  639-658; 659-667; centrality of the Incarnation 101-102; 456-463;

USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 1 I, II, III A, B, C, D, E; IV B; V A; C (all);  2B, II A, b, c; III A, B, C, D; IV A, B, C; V A, B, C; 3 I, II, III, IV A, B, C, D;

4. IA, B, C, D.

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

3.  Forming Morally

4.  Teaching to Pray

5.  Educating for community life

6.  Initiate into missionary life


	Quarter Four



	Chapter Eight: Paul’s Letters: The 

Universal Lord


	USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 4 How Does Christ’s Work Continue in the World Today:  I A, B, C, D, E (especially), G.  II A, C, D, E, F; 


	Quarter Four

	Chapter Nine:  The Early Church: Jesus, 

True God and True Man


	CCC- Centrality of the Incarnation: 

#456-463; 464-469; 465-467

USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 4. How Does Christ’s Work Continue in the World Today?: I A, B, C, G; II A—G; III A, B, C, D; IV A—D; V A, B, C; VI A, B;

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

2.  Educating for full, active liturgical   

     participation

3.  Forming Morally

4.  Teaching to Pray

5.  Educating for Community Life

6.  Initiate into Missionary Life      


	

	Chapter Ten: The Living Jesus Today: Constant Friend and Companion


	CCC- Christ Lives In His Church by the Power of the Holy Spirit: #737-747; 774-776; 779; Christ Living in Each One of Us #519-521; 562; Christ Meets us in the Sacraments #1113-1134; Baptism  #1279; Confirmation #1316;

Matrimony # 1660-1661; 1664; Holy Orders #1592; Anointing of the Sick # 1527-1532; Reconciliation # 1486-1487; 1496; Eucharist # 1406-1407; 1409; 1413; 1415-1416; Meeting Jesus in Prayer: #2465; 2607-2615; 2621-2621; Scripture and the Life of the Church: #131-133; 

Guidelines on Doctrine for Catechetical Materials: # 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 23, 35, 36, 39, 40, 52, 61, 62, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78

USCCB Doctrinal Guidelines: 

4.  How Does Christ’s Work Continue In the World Today? II Biblical Images of the Church: A—G; III Marks of the Church: A—D; IV The Church Today: A—D; V Implications: A—C; 

5.  Sacraments As the Principle Manifestation of Christ: A 1, 2, 3, (all); III A, B, C; IV (all) 

6.  Life In Christ, Part I:  IA, B; II A, B; III A—D

7.  Life In Christ, Part II: I A, B; II A, B; III

Six Tasks of Catechesis:

1.  Promoting Knowledge of the Faith

2.  Educating for full, active, liturgical  

     participation

3.  Forming Morally

4.  Teaching to Pray

5.  Educating for Community Life

6.  Initiate into missionary life.
	


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	Introduction:  Students will:  know the basics of Scripture
	Quarter Three

	Know how to pray the Scriptures using the lectio divina method
	

	Be able to identify the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, understand their messages and their application
	

	Be able to identify the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary, understand their messages and their application
	

	Be able to identify the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary, understand their messages and their application
	

	Be able to identify the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, understand their messages and their application
	

	Understand the meaning of the Incarnation
	

	Distinction between Jesus of History and Christ of Faith
	

	Learn the Jesus Prayer and the Titles of Jesus along with their significance
	

	
	

	Chapter One:  The Historical Jesus - Students will learn:
	Quarter Three

	Evidence of His Existence—Roman Sources—Tacitus, Suetonius; Jewish Sources—Josephus; Babylonian Talmud
	

	The Bible:  Old Testament Preparation; Jesus as New Covenant; inspired writings; evangelists; canon of the  New Testament—criteria used
	

	Formation of the Gospel: historical Jesus; oral tradition; (Kerigma, 

Didache, liturgy); New Testament Writings (why finally committed to writing)
	

	Reading the Bible with the Church—Senses of Scripture
	

	Methods of Studying the Gospels:  source criticism (the synoptic problem); historical criticism (linguistic analysis); criterion of originality, convergence, consistency, form criticism, sample forms in the Gospels: miracle stories, parables, riddle, pronouncement story, hyperbole, controversy story, hymn, prayer, revelation, discourse; redaction criticism; (e.g. genealogy of Jesus); textual criticism;
	

	
	

	Chapter Two:  The New Testament World of Jesus - Students will learn:
	Quarter Three

	Palestine: The Holy Land and languages, and dialect of Jesus’  time; uncover the 

basic knowledge about Jesus from the  Scriptures
	

	Demonstrate a basic familiarity with Palestine including the significance of

Capernaum and Jerusalem;
	

	Describe Jerusalem of Jesus’ day including its relationship to Samaria;
	

	Identify Jesus’ native tongue and other languages he may have spoken;
	

	Synagogue vs. Temple
	

	Key Jewish feasts:  Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles, etc.
	

	Political Scenes: Pax Romana; Maccabean dynasty; Herod the Great and his sons (Antipas Archelaus, Philip); Roman Rule: Pilate
	

	Slavery in New Testament times (Philemon)
	

	Important Jewish beliefs:  the Messiah , and Messianic expectation; covenant and Torah; judgment and resurrection; spirit world
	

	Jewish sects in Jesus’ day: Sadducees; Pharisees; Essenes; Zealots
	

	Other notables: tax collectors, common people; Gentiles; women
	

	
	

	Chapter Three:  The Essential Jesus - Students will learn:
	Quarter Three

	 The Mysteries of Christ’s Life
	

	Jesus’ Infancy and Hidden Life: compare and contrast the infancy narratives of Matthew and Luke
	

	Jesus’ Public Life:  baptism, synoptic comparison; Jesus and John the Baptist; historical context of the event—criterion of embarrassment; temptations of Jesus—(Matthew and Luke compared)
	

	Jesus the teacher:  Proclaimer of the kingdom; characteristics of Jesus the         teacher; Jesus and parables; Jesus’ proclamation (reign of God is present); God is loving and merciful; God’s  love is universal; repent, believe the  Good News, and serve; the Lord is present in the Church; the Lord sends the Holy Spirit; pick up the cross
	

	Jesus the miracle worker: types of (physical healings, nature miracles, exorcisms, raisings from the dead miracles and faith); New Testament concepts of miracle: miracles revelatory of God’s power (dynamis);miracles as signs (semeia) of the coming kingdom
	

	Jesus authenticity leads to Paschal mystery
	

	Jesus teaches how to pray; exercise in redaction criticism (Mt. 6:5-15/Lk 11: 1-13)
	

	
	

	Chapter Four:  Gospel of Mark: Jesus, the Suffering Servant - Students will learn:
	Quarter Three

	Authorship, audience, date, purpose, and style
	

	Prologue to Mark’s gospel
	

	Jesus, the teacher, the miracle worker and healer
	

	The human Jesus
	

	Messianic secret:  Son of Man; Suffering Servant; Christ
	

	Suffering—the way of discipleship: rich young man (Mark 10: 7-37)
	

	The Paschal Mystery:  historical background to the passion narrative; theological background to the  passion narrative; why Jesus died; meditation on the passion narrative
	

	
	

	Chapter Five:  The Gospel of Matthew: Jesus, the Teacher - Students will learn:
	Quarter Three

	Authorship, audience, date, purpose, and themes of Matthew’s Gospel
	

	Matthew’s Jesus fulfills Old Testament prophecies
	

	How Matthew uses Mark: Peter’s  confession of faith and resurrection appearances
	

	Jesus the Teacher discourses: Sermon on the Mount; Missionary instructions; kingdom parables — Sower analyzed; Church instructions; judgment; call to service 
	

	Jesus challenger to Judaism; problem of anti-Semitism; historical context
	

	Social Justice as found in the Gospels: Catholic Social Teachings and Putting Justice into Action
	

	
	

	Chapter Six:  The Gospel of Luke and Acts of the Apostles:  Jesus the Savior - Students will learn:
	Quarter Four

	Authorship, audience, date, purpose,  and method, and outline of Luke-Acts
	

	Theology by geography in Luke-Acts
	

	Jesus as prophet in Luke:  Church continues Jesus’ prophetic ministry in acts
	

	The Holy Spirit in Luke-Acts: age of promise; time of Jesus; age of the Church
	

	Common themes in Luke-Acts:  prayer; joy and peace; women in Luke (key Church teachings about Mary)
	

	Jesus the compassionate savior in Luke:  friend of the poor and lonely; Lazarus and the rich man; Zacchaeus; Good Samaritan; Friend of sinners
	

	Luke’s Jesus: the martyred Lord
	

	Overview of Acts: awaiting the  Messiah; mission in Jerusalem; mission in Judea and

Samaria; Jerusalem Council; Paul’s mission to the end of the earth 
	

	
	

	Chapter Seven:  The Gospel of John:  Jesus the Word of God - Students will learn:
	Quarter Four

	Authorship, date, audience, and outline of John’s Gospel
	

	Prologue of John’s Gospel:  Christology from above
	

	Titles of Jesus in John’s Gospel
	

	Signs in John’s gospel and what they reveal about Jesus: water into wine; discourse with woman at well; cure of official’s son; paralytic at pool; feeding of 5000 and walking on water; cure of blind man; raising of Lazarus 
	

	Book of Glory: supper discourses (service, 13; love, 14: 1-16:4; unity, 17)
	

	Resurrection of Jesus: John’s account; synoptic accounts; essentials agreed on   
	

	
	

	Chapter Eight:  Paul’s Letters:  The Universal Lord - Students will learn:
	Quarter Four

	Biographical highlights of Paul’s life
	

	Paul’s three missionary journeys outlined
	

	The Pauline corpus
	

	Style of a Pauline letter
	

	Key themes in Pauline letters
	

	Genuine Pauline letters summarized:1 Thessalonians (Jesus hope of our salvation); Galatians (Jesus frees us from the law); Philippians in depth (Jesus perfect model of humility); Philemon (all brothers in Christ); I Corinthians (the risen Christ head of

the Church); 2 Corinthians (Jesus as comfort, victory, freedom); Romans

 (Jesus as the second Adam)
	

	Deuteropauline letters summarized:  2 Thessalonians (Jesus the coming judge); Colossians (Jesus the Cosmic Christ); Ephesians (Jesus the head of Church, cornerstone)
	

	Pastoral letters: 1Timothy and Titus; 2 Timothy (Jesus is the one mediator)
	

	
	

	Chapter Nine:  The Early Church:  Jesus, True God and True Man - Students will learn:
	Quarter Four

	Jesus the high priest in Hebrews
	

	The “catholic” epistles: James (prove faith in action); 1 Peter (Jesus the suffering servant); Jude and 2 Peter (Christ will come again); 1, 2, 3, John (Jesus the Incarnate Love of God)
	

	The book of Revelation: context; theme, (remain faithful, God will prevail); apocalyptic literature; symbols; Jesus in Revelation (Alpha and Omega, Almighty, Lamb of God, Messiah); meaning of Revelation today
	

	Christology of the early Church:  heresies (Docetism, Arianism, Nestorianism, Monophysitism)
	

	Church Fathers and ecumenical councils
	

	Key dogmatic proclamations about Jesus (CCC 464-483): only Son of God, true God, Light from Light, begotten, not made; all things made through Him; Mary is the Mother of God; one divine person with two natures; possessing a human intellect and human will; in him God shared humanity; Jesus is our savior     
	

	
	

	Chapter Ten:  The Living Jesus Today:  Constant Friend and Companion - Students will learn:
	Quarter Four

	Jesus lives in each of us
	

	Jesus is present in the Church: Church as body of Christ; Church as sacrament of Christ; tasks of the Church to proclaim the gospel, build community, serve, and worship
	

	Jesus present in others, especially the poor and suffering 
	

	Jesus meets us in the sacraments: special opportunity to meet Jesus in the sacrament of Reconciliation; special gift of the Eucharist; Jesus is present in his scriptural word
	

	We can meet Jesus in prayer: types of prayer; why pray
	

	Images of Jesus in contemporary cinema: evaluating Jesus films; critique of selected films
	


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Reading
	Students will read texts of PowerPoint, note outlines, text, Scripture, outside sources.
	Everyday there will be some reading.

	Writing
	Students will take notes in various styles from various sources.
	About three times a week.

	
	Students will highlight important information in text.
	Several times during the week.

	
	Students will answer pertinent questions with measurable accuracy; will do nightly work including reading and writing which will be assessed immediately that week.
	Everyday students will be assigned work to be assessed during the week.

	Communication
	Students will carry on discussions through interaction with one or more students, or with teacher in large or small group interaction.
	Discussions and group work are assigned weekly.

	
	Students will demonstrate ability to use Power Point presentations.
	Each semester there is the opportunity to use PowerPoint for the semester project.

	
	Students will do non-written nightly work with ability to present in class.
	This will be for the semester project and quarterly group presentations.

	
	Students will use projects demonstrating Dr. Howard Gardner’s “Theory of Multiple Intelligences” (story telling, poetry, myths, legends, news articles, cartoons, skits, etc).
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	They may give presentations, lead discussions, create a talk show program, conduct an interview, write a news letter, booklet, dictionary, invent a slogan, write a formal letter, use technology to present a project, etc.
	Several times during the quarter.

	
	Students may role play or simulate, create a sequence of movements, choreograph a dance, make puzzle cards, build or construct something, devise a scavenger hunt, design a product for, select and use technology.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may chart, cluster, or graph; create artwork, develop architectural drawings, make advertisements, newspaper, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	He/she may give a presentation with appropriate musical accompaniment, write a song or rap, collect and present songs, create a class musical collage, etc.
	At least once during the semester they will have the opportunity to utilize these skills for the semester project.

	
	Students may create a personal analogy, set and pursue goals, describe how they feel about something, explain personal philosophy about something, describe personal values, use self-directed learning, write journal entries, conduct projects of their choices, assess their own work, etc.
	This is a weekly activity. 


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  
                   The methods of instruction will include lecture, discussion, collaborative learning, small group    

                    learning, writing exercises, worksheets, listening/speaking activities, Power Point presentations, 
                    movies, chapel visits, and role playing.
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
God is present in his Word!  It is in the Word of God that the answers to life’s existential questions can be found: Who am I? What is the meaning of life?  What are the values worth living for? Why is there suffering?  What happens after death? Where can true happiness be found?  By studying the stories of the Chosen People in the Old Testament, we can learn about ourselves, about God and our relationship with Him and with others.  The pilgrimage of the Israelites is the story of each one of us and of every person who searches for Truth, love, goodness and justice.   By studying the New Testament, we not only focus our attention on the Person who can answer our questions and give direction to our lives, we open ourselves to his transforming love.  God’s unconditional love for every person is manifested in Jesus and by studying his life, teachings, passion, death and resurrection we learn how to build the civilization of love in our every day life.  This class has the purpose of helping each person to understand that the human person is made to love and be loved.  The vocation of each one of us is to love; therefore, by going to the Author of love we learn to fulfill our calling as human beings.

II. POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

GRADING SCALE

_X__Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


____ Different scale (If different scale, please indicate below):

Grading Scale



93-100%   
=  A



90-92.99      
=  A-   

87-89.99
=  B+

83-86.99
=  B

80-82.99
=  B-

77-79.99
=  C+

73-76.99
=  C

70-72.99
=  C-

67-69.99
=  D+

63-66.99
=  D

60-62.99
=  D-

00-59.99
=  F

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
70% Class work, homework, quizzes, tests, 

10% Participation


20% Final Exam

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)
Supplies

Textbook: Michael Pennock, Encountering Jesus in the New Testament


**You must bring your textbook and Bible to class daily**
· 3 ring binder - Must be brought to class daily.  

· paper and pen

· dividers – 3
Homework/Assignments

· Homework will be assigned on a regular basis.  

· When homework points are rewarded in class, a 0 will be given to all parties involved if a student attempts to pass off homework, a textbook, or anything else as their own that is not.  

· Homework will be due at the beginning of the class period in which it was due, unless we are working in on it in class.  Homework turned in anytime after I have already collected it will be considered late.

· Late assignments will receive half credit.  You have one week from its due date to make up a late assignment.

· It is the student’s responsibility to make-up assignments due to an excused absence.  No make-up will be offered for unexcused absences.

· Homework and assignments should reflect pride in yourself and your best effort.  It should be neat (no cross outs – use white out), legible, accurate in fact, spelling and grammar, thoughtful and have completely followed all the guidelines given for the assignment.
Essays and Projects

Essays and projects will be assigned periodically during the quarter.  Essays will be graded on content as well as writing style and grammar.  Specifics on essay length and expectations will be explained on each essay assigned.  Project guidelines will be explained at the time the assignment is given.  Grades depend on the following of these guidelines as well as effort, neatness, thought, etc.  Late essays and projects are penalized approximately one-half letter grade per day (For example, if you received a B on the assignment, you would be awarded a B- for one day late, C+ for two days, C for three days, etc.).

Quizzes and Tests
There will be a test at the end of every chapter.  If you missed the test, or quiz, and have an excused absence, you will have one week to make-up the test, or it will become a zero.  Make-up tests will be held after class in detention the very next day you return (Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) or the earliest date possible within one week of your absence.  It is your responsibility to make arrangements with me to make-up any test you miss.  Quizzes will be given periodically during the course of the semester – some planned, some pop.  Quizzes are weighted the same as homework.

Attendance

Each time you are late to class you will receive a checkmark against your participation grade.  Once you are tardy three times you will also receive a detention.  The penalty for excessive lateness or unexcused absences will be determined by the teacher and the school and will affect you participation grade.  You are responsible for the material missed due to an absence or tardiness.
C. Discipline Policies 
Rules and Expectations

· BE RESPECTFUL of others, yourself and the classroom environment.  All interactions between students, teachers and staff should be characterized by mutual respect and the “Golden Rule” – treat others as you yourself would like to be treated. Vandalism (defacing your desk)/littering = detention at the very least.

· All Kennedy High School rules apply in the classroom.  

· Be on time.  Sit in your assigned seat and stay seated unless otherwise directed.

· Bring all necessary supplies to class.  Come prepared!!!  Be in your seat, quiet and ready to learn when the bell rings.

· Only one person should speak at a time.  If you have a question or wish to make a contribution to class, raise your hand and wait to be called on before speaking unless otherwise directed.

· NO FOOD OR DRINK IN CLASS.  Water is the only exception.  You may chew gum in class as long as it is not a distraction and I don’t find it under the desks or anywhere else except the trash when you are done.

· Textbook, Bible, pen, notebook paper and white out are required every day.  You will be deducted points from your participation grade if needed supplies are not brought to class.

Participation/Conduct

You will determine your participation and conduct grade for this class by your own choices.  Each student will start out with 100 points in this category for each quarter.  (100 points = A+)  When penalties occur, a check mark will be placed by your name in the grade-book.  Each checkmark is a 1 point deduction.  Checkmarks may be given for any offense in class, such as:

· talking when I am talking/talking when another student is talking

· being tardy (3 pt. deduction)

· not bringing supplies to class/not having the necessary supplies ready to go on your desk when the bell rings

· talking disrespectfully

· not being on task (not paying attention, working on homework for other classes, chatting with neighbor, passing notes, etc.)

· using prayer time inappropriately

· getting out of your seat without permission

· cell phones, CD and MP3 players – if I see them, they are mine until the end of the day.  Repeated offenses will result in detention.

· other offenses may apply as the case arises

Sometimes checkmarks will be noted on the board or overhead as a reminder that points are indeed being deducted; other times they will simply be noted in the grade-book.  Participation and Conduct is 10% of your grade, so monitor your progress online as this will indeed affect your grade significantly!  

You will be able to make up points by contributing respectfully and thoughtfully in class discussions.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
Cheating of any form is NOT tolerated.

Cheating is described by, but not limited to, the following:

· Copying some else’s work inside or outside of class time

· Using actual text or ideas from someone else’s work without proper notation

· Exchanging answers or questions with others

· Using cheat notes (paper, electronic, or other) or writing information on your body or objects

· Submission of someone else’s work as you own (plagiarism)

· Forgery or alteration of grades

· Unsanctioned access to information, exams or answers

All cheating will result in a 0% for that activity and other consequences from the school.

E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)

Occasionally extra credit may be offered as an option to give the students an opportunity to strengthen their grade and to deepen their knowledge on a specific interest of theirs in a particular religion.
F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


__X___JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

Grades will be kept current with a minimum of new postings made available on a bi-weekly basis.  Indicate number of NEW entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings will be made available:  

Weekly posting.
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:

About twenty grades per quarter.

H. Support for Student Learning
· Information presented through both audio and visual

· Structure for student organization (notebook checks)

· Group work for peer learning

· Variety of assessments (writing, creative art, discussion etc.)

         I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

Availability is before/after school, by appointment and during lunch.   

J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	“Jesus of Nazareth”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Three, Four

	“Lord of the Rings:  Fellowship of the Ring”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Four

	“Lord of the Rings:  The Two Towers”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Four

	“Lord of the Rings:  The Return of the King”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Four

	“The Chronicles of Narnia:  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Three, Four

	“The Chronicles of Narnia:  Prince Caspian”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Three, Four

	“The Chronicles of Narnia:  The Voyage of the Dawn Treader”
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Three, Four

	Various Saint movies
	Chapter One-Ten
	Quarter Three, Four


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  
K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	LCD Projector
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Computer
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	Doc Camera
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	CD player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly

	DVD/ Video player
	Weekly/Bi-weekly 
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