
Kennedy Catholic Immersion Trip to Mombasa, Kenya 2012
DUE WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5th, 2011 by 3:00 to the Main Office
Meeting for interested students and parents at the end of Back to School Night: Wednesday, September 28th
This Immersion trip combines experiential education, service with others, and a retreat experience combined. The selected students and four teachers will travel to the Mombasa region of Kenya to learn, work, and serve

alongside the Kenyan people.  This trip challenges students to deepen their understanding of service, faith, and social justice and simple living.  Beginning with the dignity and value of each human being, Immersion is grounded in a faith active in confronting injustice.
This trip is a distinct opportunity to put into practice lessons learned in the classroom as students experience life through the eyes of marginalized people.  Students will seek to know other communities and cultures through their traditions, struggles, celebrations, and faith.   Experiencing community as they live simply, students will have daily reflection and prayer, and seek understanding of solidarity.  

Students will be able to earn .5 Social Studies credit (and satisfy a semester of religion) through a required  bi-monthly evening class covering topics ranging from the history and cultures of Kenya to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching that apply to the specific challenges we will confront in the Mombasa region.  In addition, this trip will satisfy students’ ISLE service requirement, and students will continue to meet throughout the 2012-2013 school year to renew and deepen their understanding of what it means to be committed to work for justice.  Students are expected to bring this experience back to the Kennedy Catholic community.
Application Procedure:
All members of the class of 2013 and those members of the class of 2014 who will be 16-years-old by June 1st are welcome and encouraged to apply. Completed applications are due in the Main Office (in Ms. Caldwell’s or Mrs. VanderPlas’ box) by 3:00pm on Wednesday, October 5th. (Hard copy only—no email) 

Because this trip will be costly (about $4500), fund raising will be part of the trip preparation.  Beyond that, limited 

financial aid is available to those able to demonstrate need. Come talk to Ms. Caldwell or Mrs. VanderPlas for more information.  Applications will be processed and applicants will be interviewed during October. We will notify you by email when you should come to sign up for an interview. Please check the daily bulletin, teacher webpages, and email regularly.  Participant selections will be made by the end of October.

Criteria for acceptance: There are usually more qualified applicants than spaces available for trips of this nature. 
We will look to accept individuals who demonstrate the following characteristics, among others:  


•   who live in a way that reveals openness to exploring faith through working for justice in community.  


•   who show that service is an integral part of life. 


•   who demonstrate openness and acceptance of people. 


•   who demonstrate a pattern of respecting authority, following rules, and contributing positively at Kennedy (we 

            will check with the Academic, Discipline and Counseling offices)
If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Caldwell at caldwellc@kennedyhs.org or Mrs. VanderPlas at vanderplasc@kennedyhs.org.
Application for Kenya Immersion Trip—June-July ’12 (about 3 weeks)
There are four parts of this application.  BE SURE ALL PARTS ARE COMPLETE.

Part I.  Contact Information (print clearly): 

      Name: ___________________________________  Email address:  _____________________________
      DOB: __________________ Passport #: __________________________ Passport exp:_____________
      Home Phone: _____________________________  Cell Phone (if used): __________________________  

Part II.   Required essay.  Please attach the essay, on a separate sheet, to your application. 
In a one page, typed, double spaced essay, please answer the following questions: 

• Why do you want to participate in an immersion trip which involves living an intentional lifestyle  

     and being attentive to the four tenets of: supportive community, living simply, expressing faith, and 
     doing justice? (Please reflect on all four tenets in your answer.) 


• What role does your previous service work have in your applying for immersion?  

Part III.   Short Answer Questions 

Please answer each of the following questions in four to seven sentences, again on a separate sheet. 

     1. What does your relationship with God look like? 

     2. Give an example of a specific experience that allowed you to draw on your strengths. 

     3. Give an example of how you responded to a challenging situation. 


     4. Immersion trips involve adapting to new situations. For example, for at least one week of the trip, we will 

         be without electricity and running water. What aspect of immersion do you anticipate being most difficult 
         for you? 

     5. How would friends, classmates and/or teachers describe your personality? How would your personality 
         affect an immersion group positively and negatively?  

     6. Describe how you work with other people. What role do you fulfill in a group setting? 

The following questions can be answered in a sentence or two: 

    7. Please describe any health considerations or medical conditions (allergies, chronic health issues, etc.) that 
        may affect your ability to fully participate on an immersion trip. (Your answer will not determine your acceptance 
        or non-acceptance. It aids us in planning.) 
    8. Do you have any siblings?  Talk a little bit about them.

    9. Do you have any concerns about participating on an international trip? 

Part IV. Teacher Recommendations 
Please give us two names of faculty members who know you well and whom we can contact, if necessary, for a recommendation.   
1.  ______________________________________  2.  ______________________________________
(– OVER – be sure to sign application on the back.)

By signing here I am acknowledging my intention to apply to the immersion trip. 

If accepted, I agree to attend the preparation meetings from November 2011-June 2012 (ten to twelve meetings and a weekend day-long retreat) and to continue my involvement with my immersion group during the 2012-2013 school year.  

Student signature:  ____________________________________________     Date:   _____________  

I support my child’s decision to apply to this immersion trip.  I am aware of the preparation time involved if he/she is accepted (ten to twelve meetings and a weekend day-long retreat).  I am aware that while fund-raising will cut down on the cost of the trip I am responsible to cover the full amount if my child goes to Kenya.  I also recognize the need to pay for travel insurance, a visa, passport, and any necessary vaccinations. I understand that a parent/guardian needs to be present at the Parent Meeting on Monday, November 7th 2011.  

Parent/Guardian name (printed): _________________________________________  
Parent/Guardian signature: ______________________________________  Date:   _____________  

Students will need to provide a medical release form indicating an ability to meet demands of this trip which includes physical labor, indigenous diets, humidity and high temperature. 

APPLICATION DUE DATE: Wednesday, October 5th 3:00 pm 

in Mrs. V’s or Ms. Caldwell’s box in the Main Office.
Note to the wise: Get it in early!! Please keep an additional copy of your application. Applications received by the due date will receive full consideration. Late applicants may not be considered for the trip.

