Junior History – United States History                                                     Ms. Courtney Caldwell One year; 1 credit







        2011-2012     

John F. Kennedy Memorial High School

“…that their hearts may be encouraged as they are brought together in love, to have all the richness of fully assured understanding, for the knowledge of the mystery of God, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”

Colossians 2: 2-3

Course description: The United States History course is designed to emphasize the basic structure and functions of American government. Within this goal, students will study the key sequential cause and effect relationships that have shaped our nation’s history. In addition, the origins of American philosophy and citizenship will be highlighted as well as the broad range of societal developments stemming from the richness and complexity of American pluralistic society. 

Course goals: 

1. To demonstrate knowledge of major social, political, economic, and religious developments in U.S. History.

2. To analyze significant historical events within the context of their lasting effects on American and international society.

3. To incorporate the use of primary source material when synthesizing and analyzing events, themes, and trends.

4. To write well supported essays that present historical arguments.

5. To gain an appreciation for and desire to participate in this nation’s history and culture.

Evaluation:

Grading:  Grading for each marking period (One Semester, I use a running total) will be earned according to your performance on exams, tests, quizzes, homework, class work, projects, and classroom participation within each content unit.  Part of earning full credit for classroom participation entails being in your seats with your materials ready when the bell rings.  The JFK grading scale will be used:

        93-100 = A
73-76 = C

        90-93 = A-

70-72 = C-
        87-89 = B+
67-70 = D+
        83-87 = B

63-66 = D-
        80-82 = B-

60-62 = D
        77-79 = C+
0-59 = F

Your grade will be evaluated by your work completed in the following categories:

Semester One: (Content of Course: Course Outline subject to change!)
	Introduction to US Geography and European Exploration and The Puritans: 18%

· U.S. Immigration Exam
· Study of Regional Geography 
· Study of European Discovery and settlement in North America
· Map skills, geopolitics
· Timeline of Early America/Early Americans
· Establishment of the Southern colonies

· Establishment of the Northern colonies

· Establishment of the Middle colonies

· Church and State

· The impact of diversity of race, ethnicity, and religion on early America

· Compare and Contrast Project

	Development of a new Nation: 18%

· The Seeds of Self-Rule

· Tyranny – The short-term causes of Revolution, The Enlightenment

· The Sugar and Stamp Acts, the Boston Massacre

· The Declaration of Independence
· The War for Independence 

· Debate and written response: Was it Justified?

	The Federalist Era: 18%

· The Articles of Confederation

· The Constitutional Convention

· Basic Principles of the constitution

· The Bill of Rights, The Federalist Papers
· Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist campaign

	Westward Ho! Jacksonian Era, Native Americans: 18%

· The Louisiana Purchase

· The Republic of Texas

· Joint Occupation in Oregon

· The Mexican-American War

· Westward Ho! Expansion 

· Resettlement Plan for Native American Population

· Increase in democratic rule 

· Primary Sources – critique of Jackson’s presidency

	The Civil War and Reconstruction: 18%

· Expansion and the Slavery Issue

· The Freed Slave – the Abolitionist movement – famous Abolitionists

· Prelude to the War

· North vs. South economy and divergent traditions (link back to explorers and early settlers)

· The “compromises” 1820, 1833, 1850

· Lincoln-Douglas Debates

· State’s Rights debate – review constitutionality

· The War Between the States

· What could have been done differently? Position-taking, role-playing, essay
· Why the North won – analysis 

· The Gettysburg Address and its relevance

· Lasting effects of the Civil War in social, political, and economic traditions in the North and South

· Lincoln vs. Johnson policies

	Cumulative Semester Exam: 10%


Semester Two:

	American Cultural Revolutions: 13%
· Brown vs. Board of Education
· The Montgomery buy Boycott
· Eyes on the Prize
· Civil Rights Acts of 1964, 1965, 1968; Voting Rights Act
· Vietnam War Protest Movement
· Compare and contrast Women’s/African American Rights movements
· Impact of Assassinations of JFK, MLK Jr., RFK
Which cultural revolution of 1960s-1970s was most successful? Oral presentation

	Industrialization/Settling of the West, The Gilded Age and The Progressive Era: 13%
· The Rise of American Industrial Production
· The Negative Impact of Industrialization
· Major industrial achievements – Newspaper activity

· Indian Wars and Assimilation Policy – creating more available land in the West

· James K. Polk – “54’40” or Fight!”

· Factory Work, Socialism, loss of Individual identity for greater production

· The Progressive Ear: Programs and Benefits

· Developments in Foreign Policy – predicting: What does this lead to?

· Major shifts in political power

· The Gilded Age and Robber Barons debate

	Imperialism and War: 13%
· The coming of War: Nationalism, Balance of Power, Propaganda

· American Mobilization – Teddy Roosevelt

· Simluation

· Modern warfare technology

· Armistice – Treaty of Versailles

· Wilson’s 14 Points and League of Nations – why did it fail?

· Apply war criteria to modern day conflict in Darfur, Sudan

	The Roaring Twenties, F.D.R. and The Great Depression: 14%
· 1920s – Return to “Normalcy”

· Presidents of the 1920s; Laissez-Faire Economics

· Stock Market Simulation

· Causes of the Great Depression

· Impact of the Depression – locally and in the world

· FDR and the New Deal – Alphabet Programs; FDR and relationship with Congress
· Isolationism and the Lend Lease Act

	World War II: 14%
· The U.S. Enters the War – Pearl Harbor

· The War in Europe – an American view

· The War in the Pacific

· Development and use of the Atomic Bomb – class debate, essay

· War-time propaganda – project

· Post-War divisions

	The Cold War: 13%
· Causes of the Cold War
· How the Cold War was fought
· Korean War
· McCarthyism
· GI Bill and Higher Education
· Lasting terms and effects of the Cold War on U.S. Foreign Policy
· President Johnson: Domestic vs. International policies

· Nixon Administration – U.S. loss of trust for Office of the President; Opening of China

· Energy Crisis – Carter, Iran Hostage Crisis
· Ronald Reagan and the Evil Empire

	Final President Project: 10%
· Students will be expected to complete a project ranking the 44 presidents of the United States based on criteria set by the class. Students should keep up with their President notes to avoid feeling overwhelmed by this assignment.

	Cumulative Final Exam: 10%


This class will be on a “Running Total” system. The 1st quarter is, therefore, a progress report. This semester grade will account for 90% of your semester grade. The other 10% will come from the semester exam. Note: Those students who have earned a 93% or above (no rounding) will be excused from the final exam. 
*Important Notes: 

a. If a student earns a D or below on two or more daily reading quizzes, s/he will be asked to staple his or her homework assignments each day to the quiz. The homework will then be taken into account when the quiz is graded.

b. If a student earns below a C on a unit exam, the student will meet with me at a prearranged time for a study session and must attend the next group study session prior to the next test.

It is in your best interest to get it right the first time, ask for help BEFORE the end of a unit!

Postings: Progress Reports will not be sent home. Grades will be posted every other Friday on NetCatholic (if not more frequently). Please allow at least one week for large written assignments to be graded and posted.
Behavioral Expectations:

Participation points will be earned by arriving on time, coming prepared to class, listening attentively to classmates and teacher, participating in class discussions, and remaining consistently on-task from bell to bell (working collaboratively with classmates, working industriously by themselves).

Policies:

Be familiar with the following policies.  You are responsible for all of the following.  You should keep this syllabus in your notebook and bring it to class daily with other required materials.

Required Materials:  books (Don’t Know Much About History by Kenneth C. Davis, Night by Elie Wiesel), any additional handouts or reading assignments given to you, binder, dividers for binder, pencils, pens (any color but green). 
Entering the classroom:  Enter the classroom in an orderly fashion, or you will be asked to re-enter. This may result in your being tardy.  

Bathroom/Water fountain policy:  You may only leave the classroom for the bathroom or water fountain in the case of an emergency. Leave at an appropriate time, put your cell phone on my desk and return promptly.
Food/Drink/Cell phones in the classroom:  Gum is not allowed in the classroom except on test days. It is difficult to present yourself professionally or to make articulate arguments with gum in your mouth. Please turn off your cell phones. If I see, hear or sense the presence of a cell phone, or it disturbs our class, it will be confiscated for 24 hours and a detention will be earned.

Grooming: You are all gorgeous just as you are. Primp elsewhere. 
Expectations for Behavior:

1. Respect yourself, others, and the environment within which your learning takes place.

a. Listen attentively

b. Thoughtfully reflect on new opinions and ideas, including those with which you might not necessarily agree

c. Be confident in your own ability as an intelligent, creative, thoughtful individual

d. Do not deface school or others’ property

e. Use appropriate language

f. Do not use my class time to do work for other classes.

2. Arrive to class on time

a. Be seated in your seat with your class materials, ready to begin by the time the bell rings

b. Stand for prayer when the bell rings. If you are prayer leader, be prepared. If you are a participant – be just that.

3. Bring all appropriate materials to class

4. Observe all rules in the John F. Kennedy Memorial High School Handbook

5. Challenge yourself!

This is not an exhaustive list of classroom rules. As juniors in high school, I see no need to give you a list of rules.  However, I do have high expectations for your behavior. This will become clear to you as the year progresses.

Dismissal:  Do not get up from your seats when the bell rings.  Wait until I dismiss you.  Wait to pack up your belongings until I have dismissed you.  Dismissal also includes making sure papers and trash are picked up off of the floor.  

Consequences for inappropriate behavior: 

You are responsible for your actions.  Below are the consequences if you choose not to follow the classroom rules.

1. Verbal warning, classroom participation grade affected

2. Detention; student-teacher conference

3. Work crew; Phone call home

4. Parent – student – teacher conference

Guidelines for acceptable homework: 

1. Homework will be posted daily by 3:30 pm at www.kennedyhs.org  on my website, in the online gradebook and written on the board every day in the classroom.  Each assignment will have a specific due date.  Late work will not be accepted on daily homework assignments. I also have a teacher facebook page where I will post reminders and updates. Late projects and major assignments will be accepted, but will only earn 50% of the original grade. 

2. Handouts for assignments will only be given once. If you misplace the original handout, you must get the information from a peer. 

3. Computer or printer failure is never an excuse for late work. Suggestion: use a flash drive.
4. All homework will be graded for completeness.  Each assignment should be neat, complete, and organized.

5. Heading of paper must be included.  This includes your name and class name on the upper left hand side and the date and assignment title on the right side (example below).

Your Name Here September 1, 2011
Title of Assignment





U.S. History (Period ___ )





        

Procedures for absences:

1. Refer to the Student Handbook on page 12 concerning the attendance policy.

2. Any work missed because of an excused absence will be due within the same amount of days as the student was absent (i.e. if you are gone two days, you have two days to make up the work).
3. Any work missed because of a sports or school-related activity must be made up the next day.

4. Students are responsible for notes and handouts given during absences.  The agenda for our class will be on my webpage. Any agenda item for which there was a handout will have an asterisk next to it. Handouts will be filed in your “What you missed” folder.  Retrieve them upon your return.  It is the responsibility of the absent student to retrieve class notes from a peer.

5. Students may not make up work missed due to an unexcused absence.
6. Students must notify me beforehand if they are going to be absent the day of a test or a presentation.  A make up test or presentation will be scheduled.  

7. Reading or pop quizzes may not be made up.

8. Tests missed must be taken within two days of return, after school, at a time prearranged with me. If the test is not made up during this time period, the student will earn a zero. 
9. If a student is absent on a day when a large project or paper is due, the project or paper is still due that day by the end of their class period. The assignment may be emailed or placed in my box. 
10. If a student is absent only for his or her History class on the day of a major test, s/he will not be able to make up that test. (i.e. Don’t ditch my class)
Tardiness:

1. Students must be in their seat before the bell finishes ringing.  Students not in their seat will be marked tardy.

2. Tardiness is an automatic detention. If you are tardy for any reason, please enter the classroom quietly, sign the clipboard and sit quietly. If you disrupt the class, a second detention will be earned. If you have an excused absence, please see me after class and I will be happy to remove you from the detention list. 
3. If the homework has already been collected that day when the student arrives to class, the homework will be considered late.

Miscellaneous:

1. Extra credit is rarely offered. Once in a while something appropriate will present itself, but it is not smart to plan on extra points. Extra credit will not be offered during the last two weeks of the semester. Plan accordingly and study hard.
2. All homework, tests and quizzes will be posted on the side board.
3. After tests have been returned for review to the students, they will be kept on file in the classroom.  Any student or parent who wishes to review a test may schedule and appointment with me.

4. Plagiarism, turning in someone else’s work as your own, copying, and other means of academic dishonesty per the teacher’s discretion will result in a zero for the assignment or test. The student will not be given the opportunity to make this work up. Students will also be asked to write out the academic honesty section of the handbook and have a parent sign it. If a student shares his or work with another student, both students will earn a ‘0’ on the assignment. 
5. You are free, even encouraged, to disagree with me about the content and ideas discussed in class. However, you may not argue with me about discipline or homework during class time. If you have a concern, make an appointment to discuss it with me in a mature manner.

What you can expect from me:

1. To never embarrass you.
2. To honor and encourage your gifts.
3. To be prepared for class with meaningful lessons.
4. To be respectful of persons and property.
5. To be on time for class.
6. To never test you over curriculum that I have not taught you.
7. To try to be fair in dealing with students and their work
8. To be in my room every day before school by at least 8:00am (usually earlier) and after school from 2:30-4:00 (unless otherwise posted) for any students who need academic assistance or to discuss a discipline decision.
9. To put Christ at the center of our class – through my actions, my belief in you, my hope for you and your future, and my respect for your individuality. I will expect you to do the same in return.
Further assistance:  
1. As well as being available after school, you may schedule an individual appointment with me.  I can be reached via email: caldwellc@kennedyhs.org. HOWEVER, I will not respond to an email if it does not come from a professional email address or if it is written with improper grammar, lacking capitalization, or does not have an appropriate greeting and signature. DOUBLE CHECK!
2. Prior to every unit exam or upon request, I offer study sessions before and after school. These sessions are not required, but are highly recommended. Ask students from last year; these sessions are very helpful.
Student promise of cooperation:  Please rewrite the following statement in your own handwriting.  Then, sign, date, and return it Tuesday, August 30, 2011. (This is your first homework assignment!)
I have read and do understand the classroom expectations and procedures.

I promise to act according to those expectations.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________


Student Name

______________________________




__________________


Student Signature






Date

Parent/Guardian partnership:

Please review this syllabus and parent/guardian letter with your parent(s)/guardian(s).

Dear Parent/Guardian,


Welcome to the new year at Kennedy High School!  Please read your child’s syllabus, course expectations, and parent letter.  Sign below and have your student return it to me.  I look forward to partnering with you on your child’s educational journey.

Sincerely,

Ms. Courtney A. Caldwell

Please sign, date, and return:

I/We have read and understand the course syllabus and expectations.

____________________________     _________________________       _______________     

     Parent/Guardian Signature
                   Student name


Date
Let us come together in love this year to search for understanding, knowledge and wisdom through God’s grace.
29 August 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to a new year at Kennedy High School!  It is with great anticipation and excitement that I return to the Kennedy family this year.

I’m looking forward to entering my ninth year of teaching and my seventh year here at Kennedy. Kennedy is a very special place, as I’m sure you’ll agree. I learned a great deal through working with my students the past few years. I feel very blessed to be able to work with young people; their hope, passion and energy inspire me every day. I am energized after a restful summer and I am so excited to be teaching this History class and working with this fantastic group of young people once again.

I am eager to work with your young adults in the 2010 – 2011 academic year.  William Butler Yeats remarked, “…education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”  I would like to help your young adults, my students, light this fire.  I would like to guide them to learn through asking questions, taking risks, making discoveries, and to do so in an environment within which they feel comfortable and safe.  I will hold high expectations of these students, working with them, leading them to excel. 
U.S. History is a course focused on key themes, events and movements in United States History. Throughout the year, students will also be keeping watch on current events, writing a research paper, and perfecting the art of oral presentation and debate.

I look forward to working in partnership with you in the education of your young adults.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns/comments that you might have. As I only check my voicemail sporadically, I am most easily reached by email, as I check it frequently throughout the day.  

Sincerely,

Courtney A. Caldwell

caldwellc@kennedyhs.org

