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God's reign is already present on our earth in mystery. When the Lord comes, it will be brought to perfection.

That is the hope that inspires Christians.
We know that every effort to better society,
especially when injustice and sin are so ingrained,
is an effort that God blesses,
   that God wants,
   that God demands of us.

Archbishop Oscar Romero, March 24, 1980
Course description: Students in the Social Justice class will spend the semester discovering the Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching. Students will evaluate these teachings through Scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Church documents, and their individual relationship with God. As a class, we will evaluate these teachings and apply them through the study of current issues facing the students both as people of faith and as citizens of the world.

Course goals: Students will not only learn how Scripture and Catholic social teaching call us to justice, but will gain the abilities and the insights on how to respond to that call. Goal areas of a social justice curriculum as set forth in the Seattle Archdiocese Catholic Identity and Catechetical Standards for Catholic Secondary Schools, Archdiocese of Seattle Compass Points and Key Themes for the Religion Curriculum, Doctrinal Guidelines for Catholic High Schools from the USCCB’s Ad Hoc Committee on Conformity to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and the Six Tasks of Catechesis include: 1. Promoting Knowledge of the Faith. 2. Educating for full, active liturgical participation. 3. Forming Morally. 4. Teaching to Pray. 5. Educating for community life. 6. Initiate into missionary life. 

Intended course outcomes: After successfully completing this course, the student will be able to

1. Begin to understand God’s vision of justice and to begin to discover God in his/her own pursuit of justice.

2. Discover his/her own sense of compassion for those who suffer from injustice.

3. Critically examine society according to the criteria of justice.

4. Act for justice.

Evaluation:

Grading: Grading for each marking period (One Semester, a running total is used) will be earned according to your performance on exams, tests, quizzes, homework, class work, projects, and classroom participation.  Part of earning full credit for classroom participation, entails being in your seats with your materials ready when the bell rings.  The JFK grading scale will be used.

        93-100 = A
73-76 = C

        90-93 = A-

70-72 = C-

        87-89 = B+
67-70 = D+

        83-87 = B

63-66 = D-

        80-82 = B-

60-62 = D

        77-79 = C+
0-59 = F

Your grade will be evaluated by your work completed in the following four categories:

Work and participation in Social Justice will be recorded in a “running total” basis. This means all points will be entered into one category. Homework, class work, quizzes, larger tests, projects, papers, reflections, presentations and class participation will all be included within the requirements for this class.
This class will be on a “Running Total” system. The 1st quarter is, therefore, a progress report. This semester grade will account for 80% of your semester grade. The other 20% will come from a final project or Semester exam. At the end of the semester, students with a grade of 93% or above do not have to take the final exam. No rounding!
Postings: Progress Reports will not be sent home. Grades will be posted as soon as possible, but at the very minimum every other Friday on NetCatholic (if not more frequently). Please allow at least one week for large written assignments to be graded and posted.

Expectations:

Participation points will be earned by arriving on time, coming prepared to class, listening attentively to classmates and teacher, participating in class discussions, and remaining consistently on-task from bell to bell (working collaboratively with classmates, working industriously by yourself).

Policies:

Be familiar with the following policies.  You are responsible for all of the following.  You should keep this syllabus in your notebook and bring it to class daily with other required materials.

Required Materials:  books we are currently using in class (Living Justice and Peace by Jerry Windley-Daoust and The Sunflower. Each student must also have a  binder, dividers for binder, and pens (any color other than green). *Participation points will be deducted if you arrive in class without any of these supplies.
Entering the classroom:  Enter the classroom in an orderly fashion, or you will be asked to re-enter. This may result in your being tardy.  

Bathroom/Water fountain policy:  You may only leave the classroom for the bathroom or water fountain in the case of an emergency.  You must leave at an appropriate time, give me your phone and return promptly.
Food/Drink/Cell phones in the classroom:  Gum is not allowed in the classroom unless it is a test day. It is difficult to present yourself professionally or to make an articulate arguments with gum in your mouth. Please turn off your cell phones. If I see, hear or sense the presence of a cell phone, or it disturbs our class it will be confiscated for 24 hours and a detention will be earned.

Grooming: You are all gorgeous just as you are. Primp elsewhere. 

Expectations for Behavior:

1. Respect yourself, others, and the environment within which your learning takes place.

a. Listen attentively

b. Thoughtfully reflect on new opinions and ideas, including those with which you might not necessarily agree

c. Be confident in your own ability as an intelligent, creative, thoughtful individual

d. Do not deface school or others’ property

e. Use appropriate language

f. Do not use my class time to do work for other classes.

2. Arrive to class on time

a. Be seated in your seat with your class materials, ready to begin by the time the bell rings

b. Stand for prayer when the bell rings. If you are prayer leader, be prepared. If you are a participant – be just that or be quietly respectful.
3. Bring all appropriate materials to class

4. Observe all rules in the John F. Kennedy Catholic High School Handbook

5. Challenge yourself!

This is not an exhaustive list of classroom rules. As seniors in high school, I see no need to give you a list of rules.  However, I do have high expectations for your behavior. This will become clear to you as the year progresses.

Dismissal:  Do not get up from your seats when the bell rings.  Wait until I dismiss you.  Wait to pack up your belongings until I have dismissed you.  Dismissal also includes making sure papers and trash are picked up off of the floor.  

Consequences for inappropriate behavior: 

You are responsible for your actions.  Below are the consequences if you choose not to follow the classroom rules.

1. Verbal warning, classroom participation grade affected

2. Detention; student-teacher conference

3. Work crew; Phone call home

4. Parent – student – teacher conference

Guidelines for acceptable homework: 

1. Homework will be posted daily by 3:30 pm at www.kennedyhs.org  on my website and on NetCatholic and written on the board every day in the classroom.  Each assignment will have a specific due date.  No late work will be accepted. 

2. Handouts for assignments will only be given once. If you misplace the original handout, you must get the information from a peer. 

3. Computer or printer failure is never an excuse for late work. Suggestion: use a flash drive.
4. All homework will be graded for completeness.  Each assignment should be neat, complete, and organized. 

5. Heading of paper must be included.  This includes your name and class name on the upper left hand side and the date and assignment title on the right side (example below). No name, no grade.
Your Name Here 

September 1, 2011
Title of Assignment





             

Social Justice Period 2





       
Procedures for absences:

1. Refer to the Student Handbook on page 12 concerning the attendance policy.
2. The agenda for class will be posted EVERYDAY on my webpage under “Classroom Calendar”. There will be an asterisks next to any assignment or activity for which there was a handout.  

3. I also have a facebook page. It is VERY easy to get in touch with me. There are no excuses for not doing so when you need to.

4. Students are responsible for notes and handouts given during absences.  Handouts will be filed in the “What You Missed”.  Retrieve them upon your return.  It is the responsibility of the absent student to retrieve class notes from a peer.

5. Any work missed because of an excused absence will be due within the same amount of days as the student was absent (i.e. if you are gone two days, you have two days to make up the work).

6. Any work missed because of a sports or school-related activity must be made up the next day.

7. Students may not make up work missed due to an unexcused absence.

8. Students must notify me beforehand if they are going to be absent the day of a test or a presentation.  A make up test or presentation will be scheduled.  

9. Reading quizzes or pop quizzes may not be made up.

10. Tests missed must be taken within two days of return, before or after school, at a time prearranged with me. If the test is not made up during this time period, the student will earn a zero. 

11. If a student is absent on a day when a large project or paper is due, the project or paper is still due that day by the end of their class period. The assignment may be emailed or placed in my box. 

12. If a student is absent only during Social Justice class on the day of a major test, s/he will not be able to make up that test. (i.e. Don’t ditch my class.)

Tardiness:

1. Students must be in their seats before the bell finishes ringing.  Students not in their seats will be marked tardy.

2. Tardiness is an automatic detention. *If you are late to class, regardless of the reason, enter the room quietly, sign your name on the detention seat and sit down quietly. If you disturb the class, you will earn another detention. If you have an excuse for your tardiness, see me after class and I will be happy to remove the detention.
3. If the homework has already been collected that day when the student arrives to class, the homework will be considered late.

Miscellaneous:

1.  Extra credit is rarely offered, with the exception of a few bonus points offered on tests. However, once in a while something appropriate and exciting comes to my attention. I will likely only post this on my webpage or facebook page and not announce it in class. After all, it is extra credit. Extra credit is not offered during the last two weeks of the semester, so study hard all semester! 
2. All homework, tests and quizzes will be posted on the side board.
3. After tests have been returned for review to the students, they will be kept on file in the classroom.  Any student or parent who wishes to review a test may schedule and appointment with me.

4. Plagiarism, turning in someone else’s work as your own, copying, and other means of academic dishonesty per the teacher’s discretion will result in a zero for the assignment or test. The student will not be given the opportunity to make this work up. Students will be required to be required to write out the plagiarism policy in the school handbook and have it signed by a parent. If one student copies from another student, both students will earn a ‘0’ on the assignment. 

5. You are free, even encouraged, to disagree with me about the content and ideas discussed in class. However, you may not argue with me about discipline or homework during class time. If you have a concern, make an appointment to discuss it with me in a mature manner.

What you can expect from me:

1. To never embarrass you.
2. To honor and encourage your gifts.
3. To be prepared for class with meaningful lessons.
4. To be respectful of persons and property.
5. To be on time for class.
6. To never test you over curriculum that I have not taught you.
7. To try to be fair in dealing with students and their work
8. To be in my room every day before school by at least 8 am (often earlier) and after school from 2:30-4:00 (unless otherwise posted) for any students who need academic assistance or to discuss a discipline decision.
9. To put Christ at the center of our class – through my actions, my belief in you, my hope for you and your future, and my respect for your individuality. I will expect that you do the same in return.
Further assistance:  

1. As well as being available after school, you may schedule an individual appointment with me.  I can be reached via email: caldwellc@kennedyhs.org. HOWEVER, I will not respond to an email if it does not come from a professional email address or if it is written with improper grammar, lacking capitalization, or does not have an appropriate greeting and signature. DOUBLE CHECK!
2. Prior to every unit exam or upon request, I offer study sessions before and after school. These sessions are not required, but are highly recommended. Ask students who took my class last year; these sessions are very helpful.

Content of Course:
Course Outline subject to change – Particularly with regards to this course. If a significant issue of justice arises in the world, I will change the scheduled unit in order to delve into that particular issue in a timely manner. Units 1, 2, 3, and 4 will be covered in class. The rest of the units covered in the semester will be chosen from the following:
	The Scriptural Basis for Social Justice

Students will discover Social Justice teachings through exploration of Biblical readings.

· Introduction: Justice in the world now – Afghanistan and Iraq

· Three Cups of Teac
· Building God’s Reign

· Responding to suffering

· Creation and Human Dignity 

· Original sin and Grace

· Exodus – God’s grace in liberation story

· Sin as rupture of “right relationship”

· Two foundations of CST – Common Good and Dignity of the Human Person

	The Sunflower

Students will evaluate Simon’s decision and compare and contrast their own reflections with those of premier theologians and scholars.
· Suffering

· Forgiveness

· Jewish/Christian tradition of forgiveness through God and others.
· Forgiveness at the root of our view of justice.
· In small groups, students will teach a 45-minute class on their assigned issue/articles.
· Essay

	Catholic Social Teaching

Students will identify the major Church documents regarding Catholic Social Teaching and explain the seven tenants of CST.

· History of Catholic Social Teaching

· Significant Catholic Social Teaching documents (with a particular focus on Rerum Novarum)
· Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching

· Dorothy Day and The Catholic Worker

	Putting Justice into Action

Students will evaluate methods for putting justice principles into action. 

Central question: How can we be agents for change?
· Circle of Faith-in-Action: Awareness, Analysis, Action

· The Two-Feet Model of Justice

· Power Over/Power With
· Circles of Concern

· Required Service Project – 12 hours and a reflection
· Understanding the limitations (blind spots) of our Worldview

	The Sanctity of Human Life

Why is Human Life Sacred?

Students analyze the sacredness of Human Life according to Church teachings. Students will compare and contrast the current issues which pose a threat to Human Life in society with the teachings of the Church.

· Commandment V
· Commandment VI
· Abortion
· Euthanasia
· Technology
· Stem Cell Research
· Suicide
· Capital Punishment
· Quality of Human Life
· Students create own examples of Human Dignity, present to class.

· Quality of Life Discussion

· Crossfire debate

· Case Study: Current Political Trends, USCCB involvement

· Position Paper #1

	Call to Family, Community and Participation

Students will evaluate various types of discrimination in their school, their community, their nation and the world. Discuss the vision of God’s Inclusive Kingdom on earth.

· Inclusion vs. Exclusion

· Building Inclusive Communities

· Prejudice and Discrimination

· Forms of Discrimination (age, race, gender, class)

· School issues

· Common good – boundaries of our sacrifice for the community

· Involvement in civic life

· Students discuss issues at school, what issues need to be addressed?

· Common Good vs. Individual desires

· Case Study: Focus on Presidential Primaries – Civic Action

· Position Paper #2

	Rights and Responsibilities:

Students will discuss the major UN documents on Human and Civil Rights and evaluate these documents through CST principles.

· United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights
· UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
· Assign CST principles to each right listed in UN Dec. of Hum. Rts.

· Survival vs. Thrival – What is our Responsibility

· Case Study: Rwandan Genocide/ Sudan

	Poverty:

Students will link the causes and elements of poverty on local, national and international levels. Discuss the Christian teachings on poverty and the merits of simple living.

· Jesus’ most frequent topic

· Elements and causes of poverty

· Compassion vs. judgment

· Poverty in the United States

· Poverty in the world

· Education Issues

· Simply Living

· Spiritual Poverty – the Eucharist as a response

· Hunger Banquet

· Map of the World measured by resources

· Soup Kitchen visit

· Case Study: Minimum Wage Living

· Position Paper #4

	Dignity of Work:

Students will explain and evaluate elements of work that either threaten or uphold human dignity.

· Rerum Novarum – Historical background

· Work vs. toil

· Threats to the dignity of work

· Problems of Sweatshops

· Creating and supporting Human-centered work

· Teachings/speeches regarding work from leaders of various workers’ rights movements: Martin Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, etc

· Human-centered work, non-factory made items project

· Dorothy Day – Catholic Worker

· Case Study: American Samoa

· Position Paper #5

	Solidarity with the Human Family:

Students will explain significance of the human race as one family. Students will evaluate their own responsibility to care for those in need.

· Interconnectedness and Interdependence of the world and its people

· Pyramid of Hate

· Solidarity within the School

· Chart of people we depend on each day – at home and around the world

· Case Study: Student Choice

· Position Paper #6

	Environmental Justice

Students will summarize current environmental issues and explain why environmental ethics is an issue of Christian social justice. Discuss the importance of stewardship.

· Environmental ethics as a social justice issue

· Link between Human and environmental suffering

· Care of God’s Creation

· Stewardship – Christian Understanding

· Current Environmental issues

· War of the Future: Wars over Environmental Resources

· Film: Crude
· Case Study: Ecuador

	Peace and Violence

Students will differentiate between pacifism and the just-war theory as two responses to violence. Students will connect with love as the solution to violence and the threat of violence in our world and in our own lives.

· The spiral of violence

· Personal and Social Violence

· Jesus’ vocation to peacemaking

· Peace as a universal call

· Modern Warfare

· Pacifism vs. Just-War Theory

· Keys to waging peace

· Evaluation of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation treaty

· Jesus as peacemaker in a culture of violence. 

· Case Study: India/Pakistan
· Position Paper #7

	Final Project

· Students should compose a well-researched and well-written essay and presentation on an issue of justice or a person of justice who inspired them to think more, act more and live more in line with the teachings of Christian Justice.


Student promise of cooperation:  Please rewrite the following statement in your own handwriting.  Then, sign, date, and return it Tuesday, August 30th.  

I have read and do understand the classroom expectations and procedures.

I promise to act according to those expectations.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________


Student Name

______________________________




__________________


Student Signature






Date

Parent/Guardian partnership:

Please review this syllabus and parent/guardian letter with your parent(s)/guardian(s).

Dear Parent/Guardian,


Welcome to the new semester at Kennedy High School!  Please read your child’s syllabus, course expectations, and parent letter.  Sign below and have your student return it to me.  I look forward to partnering with you on your child’s educational journey.

Sincerely,

Ms. Courtney A. Caldwell

Please sign, date, and return:

I/We have read and understand the course syllabus and expectations.

____________________________     _________________________       _______________     

     Parent/Guardian Signature
                   Student name


Date

Let us come together in love this year to search for understanding, knowledge and wisdom through God’s grace.
29 August 2011
Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to the final year of your child’s time at Kennedy Catholic High School!  It is with great anticipation and excitement that I am able to walk with your child through this journey.

This is my ninth year in education and my seventh year here at Kennedy. Kennedy is a very special place, as I’m sure you agree. I have learned a great deal through working with my students the past few years. I feel very blessed to be able to work with young people; their hope, passion and energy inspire me every day. I am energized after a restful summer and I am so excited to be teaching this class and working with this fantastic group of young people once again.

Social Justice is a passion of mine. In all honesty, this is my dream class. Justice for all of God’s creation is how I most connect with my Catholic faith, my love of history and my engagement in civic life. I hope to pass some of this on to your young adult as he or she begins to enter this next and exciting phase of life. I would like to guide students to learn through asking questions, taking risks, making discoveries, and to do so in an environment within which they feel comfortable and safe. I will hold high expectations of these students, working with them to excel.

Senior year is a challenging time; so many decisions to make, so many questions to ask. It is a time of possibilities and expectations and, of course, senioritis. I realize the most challenging part of my class will be keeping the students engaged in the present while they look toward the future. However, that is why I believe this class can be so powerful for young people. Catholic Social Teaching is about looking outside of ourselves to see what needs to be done and looking within ourselves to see what we can do about it.
I look forward to working in partnership with you in the education of your young adults.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions/concerns/comments that you might have. As I only check my voicemail sporadically, I am most easily reached by email, as I check it frequently throughout the day. Please also check my website for information. I update it daily.
In peace,

Courtney Caldwell

caldwellc@kennedyhs.org

O God, the King of righteousness, lead us, we pray you, in the ways of justice and of peace. Inspire us to break down all tyranny and oppression, to gain for every man his due reward and from every man his due service; that each may live for all, and that all may care for each, in the name of Jesus Christ.

- William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury 1881-1944

