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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:

Goal 1:  To use English to communicate in social settings

· Standard 1:  Students will use English to participate in social interaction.

· Standard 2:  Students will interact in, through, and with spoken and written English for personal expression and enjoyment

· Standard 3:  Students will use learning strategies to extend their 

communicative competence.
Goal 2:  To use English to achieve academically in all content areas.

· Standard 1:  Students will use English to interact in the classroom.
· Standard 2:  Students will use English to obtain, process, construct, and provide subject matter information in spoken and written form.
· Standard 3:  Students will use appropriate learning strategies to construct and apply academic knowledge.
Goal 3:  To use English in socially and culturally appropriate ways 

· Standard 1:  Students will choose a language variety, register, and genre according to audience, purpose, and setting.

· Standard 2:  Students will use non-verbal communication appropriate to audience, purpose, and setting.

· Standard 3:  Students will use appropriate learning strategies to extend their sociolinguistic and sociocultural competence.






s

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*



	QUARTER

	Unit One-- Introduction to class. Students get to know each other as I assess their skill in English. Students become familiar with my expectations in class.
	Note above standards—Chicago Public School System 

1.1, 1.2, 1.3,2.1, 2.2,2.3,3.1,3.2,3.3
	1

	Unit Two -- Reading Strategies  TOEFL Preparation work from the TOEFL book. Focus is reading  comprehension
	2.1, 2.2, 2.3
	1

	Unit Three --The Writing Process  Writing workshop will be integrated into the study of English every Tuesday.
	1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3
	1,2,3,4

	Unit Four--Communication practice will be integrated into the study of English weekly
	2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.1, 3.1, 3,2, 3,3
	1, 2, 3, 4

	Unit Five—Test taking Strategies—Practice TOEFL questions will be used monthly
	2.1, 2.2, 2.3
	1,2,3,4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	Students will learn strategies for taking tests, specifically the TOEFL test.
	 1,2,3,4

	Students will become familiar with the difference between their first language and the English language.
	2.2

	Students will develop and enhance  their knowledge and use of English grammar, vocabulary and structure.
	2.2

	Students will become familiar with commonly misspelled words.
	1,2,3,4

	Students will become practiced at recognizing the basic sentence patterns in English.
	1.2.3.4

	Student will learn outlining as a listening skill while taking notes and as an organizational skill when writing.
	1.2

	Students will learn the steps in the writing process.  (pre-write, rough draft, revision, second draft, edit, publish).
	1.2.3.4

	Students will learn reading  comprehension strategies.  Some of the skills will include skimming, scanning, context clues, dictionary use, summarizing, inference, and paraphrasing.
	1.2.3.4

	Students will be introduced to the history of the English Language.
	1

	Students will gain insight into how to succeed in the American education system.
	1.2.3.4

	Students will gain practice presenting their ideas in prepared speeches to the class.
	1,2,3,4


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT     
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	SKILLS
	
	

	Writing 
	Essays will be assigned and students will keep a portfolio of their work which will be graded. Students will write a children’s book as well as research, write and produce a documentary.
	Every two weeks

	Speaking clearly with as little accent as possible
	Students will have oral presentations that will be graded.
	Two per month

	Test taking skills
	Students will have practice TOEFL tests, short quizzes and a beginning experience with an essay exam.
	One per month



	Long term planning for assignments
	Students will have one major project each quarter that calls for longer range planning outside of class time.
	Quarterly

	Speaking in front of a group
	Students will have graded assignments, weekly, to speak in front of the class.
	Weekly

	Using the computer for taking the TOEFL test.
	The language lab will be used for preparing students for the TOEFL test using 

the computer.


	Two to three times per month 


C. Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  (such as:  lecture, lab, discussion, collaborative learning, small group learning, writing exercises, listening/speaking activities, use of technology in instruction and delivery [online, multi-media materials, etc], persistent use of Library Media Center, other) : I use a combination of lecture/demonstration and collaborative work in groups.  The week is divided into three days of reading and TOEFL practice, one day writing, and one day oral communication. During the week and the term all of the above methods will be encountered.  The language lab is going to be used frequently.
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.

Learning to succeed in a second language is essential learning for the future.  Students will gain skill in communication to succeed in college and then in jobs they may seek after  college.

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

All assignments are worth a specific number of points.  The students grade is  the result of how many points they earn out of the maximum number of points possible.

GRADING SCALE

_x__Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
All points are equal, no weighting of assignments

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES
B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Late work is accepted but the grade will be lowered when late.

Students will receive a participation grade bi-weekly.  This grade includes use of class time, being on time to class, speaking English when in class, cooperation with others, concentration on the task at hand and respect for the teacher, fellow students and the learning process

Tests and Quizzes

Failure to be present at the scheduled semester  written exam will result in a failing grade for the semester (no matter what the current grade average might be.)Exceptions to this policy will be reviewed on an individual basis.

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Grading is not affected by discipline problems unless a student is removed from class for disciplinary reasons.  Work assigned or due during these or other unexcused absences may not be made up.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

Students will receive a 0 for any assignment that is plagiarized, any test or quiz where cheating is part of the process.  Copying someone else’s work constitutes cheating as does having someone do your work for you.

E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)


(Give a short explanation of your extra credit)


(Indicate the point value involved as it pertains to the over-all grade)

I have one assignment each semester that will earn extra credit. Going to the play each semester is worth up to 25 points

F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


___x__JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format:  minimum NEW postings will be bi-weekly.  Indicate number of NEW  entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings:  Twice per month on JFKNETCATHOLIC web site

· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:  9-12

H. Support for Student Learning
(such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring,  referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)

The above strategies are used in my classroom.  I balance cooperative 



activities and independent work.  Using assignments that appeal to different learning styles is 



built into my design for the year. 

I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

I am available before school at 8:00 a.m. and after school by appointment.
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	Mr. Holland’s Opus, Singin’ in the Rain, excerpts from various documentaries
	Writing component
	2 and 3rd


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  

K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	Language lab
	Bi-monthly

	DVD player
	Quarterly

	Elmo
	Weekly, if one can be borrowed

	CD player 
	Weekly

	Possible Skype use for communication with Spanish classroom exchange in Spain 
	To be determined


Nan Burling





Advanced EFL Writer’s Workshop





LA 1123





Delta’s Key to the Next Generation TOEFL Test





Nancy Gallagher








2005











Authentic Assessment for English Language Learners by


J. Michael O’Malley and Lorraine Valdez Pierce





English Vocabulary Use by Michael McCarthy and Felicity O’Dell





English Grammar in Use by Raymond Murphy
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