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Essential Academic Learning Requirements—Writing

1. The student writes in a variety of forms for different audiences and purposes.

To meet this standard, the student:

2.1.
Adapts writing for a variety of audiences.

2.2.
Writes for different purposes.

2.3.
Writes in a variety of forms/genres.

         2.4.   Writes for career applications
. 3.
The student writes clearly and effectively.

To meet this standard, the student will:

3.1.
Develops ideas and organizes writing.

3.2.
Uses appropriate style.

3.3.
Knows and applies appropriate grade level writing conventions

.

4. The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of written work.

To meet this standard, the student will:

4.1.  Analyzes and evaluates others’ and own writing.

         4.2.  Sets goals for improvement

Essential Academic Learning Requirements---Reading

Reading 1.
The student understands and uses different skills and strategies to read.

1.2.   Use vocabulary (word meaning) strategies to comprehend text.

1.3.
Build vocabulary through wide reading.

2.1.
Demonstrate evidence of reading comprehension.

2.4.
Think critically and analyze author’s use of language, style purpose, and perspective in informational and literary text.

3.1.
Read to learn new information. 

3.4.
Read for literary/narrative experience in a variety of genres.

Communication

	Component 1.2: Understands, analyzes, synthesizes, or evaluates information from a variety of sources.


1.2.1 Evaluates effectiveness of and creates a personal response to visual and auditory information.

· Compares literal and implicit meaning to respond to a statement.

· Constructs personal meaning from visual and auditory information (e.g., Social Studies: the connection between the rhetoric of the leaders of independence movements in Africa with images of people living and working in these emerging nations).

Critiques effectiveness of rhetorical information (e.g., peer presentations, political speeches and arguments). 

	Component 2.1: Uses language to interact effectively and responsibly in a multicultural context.


2.1.1 Analyzes the needs of the audience, situation, and setting to adjust language and other communication strategies.

· Examines the situation and selects a common code for communication when a common code does not exist, using role play (e.g., gestures, sign language, language different from one’s own, dialects, pictures).

	Component 3.1: Uses knowledge of topic/theme, audience, and purpose to plan presentations.


3.1.1 Applies skills to plan and organize effective oral communication and presentation.

· Determines the topic and the audience and selects a purpose (e.g., monologue, debate, historical reenactment, speech, mock job/academic interview).

· Matches verbal and nonverbal messages (e.g., voice modulation, expression, tone, body language, gestures, attire).

· Distinguishes among and uses various forms of formal and informal logical argument (deductive and inductive reasoning, syllogisms, analogies).

· Uses techniques to enhance the message (e.g., irony and dialogue to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect; technical language).

Uses logical, ethical, and emotional appeals to support the purpose
	Component 3.3: Uses effective delivery.



3.3.1 Applies skills and strategies for the delivery of effective oral communication and presentations.

· Makes necessary adjustment in delivery and language during presentations based on interpretation of verbal and nonverbal cues to reflect ongoing responsiveness to audience.

I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:






s

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*



	QUARTER

	Unit 1

Introduction to Theatre—Telling the Story— Included in this unit is an introduction to how stories are told,  including the Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet and the students story told in the Senior Paper.

Students will  explore theatre in relation to visual art, music, dance, film, television and sculpture. They will read The Sandbox, and their textbook, pages 1-22.

.
	Reading  1.2. , 1.3, 2.1, 2.4, 3.1

Writing 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1,.3.2.3.3.

         Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3


	1

	Unit 2

The Greek Theatre—

Tragedy  and Comedy

Read  Oedipus Rex and excerpts from Lysystrata 


	       Reading  2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4

       Writing 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 3.1,.3.2.3.3.
       Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	1

	Unit Three-Renaissance Drama,  Read the Tempest, and excerpts from A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Othello
	       Reading  2.1, 2.3, 2.3, 2.4

       Writing.  3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1, 4.2

       Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	2

	Unit Four— Late Seventeenth Century and Eighteenth Century Drama  Read excerpts from Tartuffe, Scapin  and The Imaginary Invalid by Moliere and The Love Suicides at Sonezaki by Chikamatsu
	Reading  3.4.
.

Writing 2.2., 2.3
         Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	2

	Unit Five –The Well-Made Play

Script Analysis,  A Doll’s House
	Reading  3.4.
.

Writing 2.2., 2.3
         Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	2,3

	Unit Six--The Playwright’s Craft , Read The Glass Menagerie,  Death of a Salesman
	         Reading 2.4.


         Writing   4.1, 4.2 

         Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	3

	Unit Seven

Contemporary Movements in Theatre –  Read selected plays from textbook, write a play
	         Reading   2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4
Writing  2.3.

         Comm. 1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 3.3
	3

	Unit Eight

Directing, Design and Script Analysis, Read A Raisin in the Sun Write Script Analysis of chosen play
	         Reading  2.1,2.2, 2.3, 2.4
Writing 2.2.

          Comm. 3.1, 3.3
	4

	Unit Nine The playwrights of today, Read Fences


	        Reading 3.4.
.
        Writing 2.2 
        Comm. 3.1, 3.3
	4


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	1. Understanding the genres of plays and how they developed, including Comedy, Tragedy, Tragicomedy, Melodrama,  Farce, and Musical Theatre
	12,3,4

	2.  History of the Theatre—Recognizing major periods in theatre history contributing to our contemporary theatre world.  Included in the investigations will be Greek, European theatre traditions, commedia dell’arte, Moliere, Shakespeare and contemporary American movements
	1,2

	3.  Evaluation of the elements that create art, including discussions about culture and society
	1

	4.  Design for the theatre—How does the play dictate the design choices for production?
	2,3

	5.  Analysis of language, setting, character, theme, literary devices 
	2,3

	6.  Playwriting techniques, discovering one’s own style as a writer
	3

	7.  Analysis of mood,  theme, sub-text and dialogue 
	3

	8.  Recognition of the structure of the play
	3

	9.  Evaluating the change in theatre today  
	4

	10. Analysis of significant theatre movements
	4

	11.  Understanding of the production process of transforming the written word into a stage production
	1-4


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT     
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Script Analysis
	Exams and assignments
	Quarterly

	Memoriza-tion
	Performance in front of class and/or teacher
	One per quarter

	
	
	

	Observations
	Discussion in class, written report
	One per semester

	Performance 
	Written, discussed
	One per semester

	Rehearsal and practice strategies, including reading aloud
	Lab days in class with graded participation
	Every Friday

	Discussion skill
	Evaluation by teacher according to rubric

Socratic Seminars  guidelines followed, notes taken during discussions
	Four to five times per quarter

	Test Taking
	Essay exams, short answer 
	Quizzes after all reading, quarter exams and final

	Research
	History presentation on theatre era of choice
	One each semester

	Project competence and completion
	Graded projects that include student’s preferred learning style
	One per quarter

	Paper Writing
	Rubric given by teacher, peer share, teacher conference
	Two per quarter

	Scene writing
	Varied assignments
	Quarterly

	Writing a play
	Collected assignment, read aloud by class
	Third quarter


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content
Use of discussion, lecture-- demonstrations, studio explorations, occasional videos, reading aloud, collaborative assignments, writing, and discussion will all be used.
D.  Career Application:  Indicate how the content of this course is relevant / connected to real life / authentic / ties in with a related vocation.
A primary application of the class is increased understanding of the human condition as viewed by the great playwrights. Each character presented offers an opportunity to understand human psychology and motivation. Understanding how a person, even a fictional character, lives, is an occasion for profound learning.

Related fields include the humanities generally and debate and theatre in particular.  Politics and teaching are other fields in which this study would be of use.  Actors, directors, critics, playwrights, educated audience members, designers, writers, filmmakers, artists and psychologists all use the critical thinking and analysis emphasized in this class.  

II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

All assignments are assigned a specific number of points. Assignments are weighted by the number of points assigned. Tests and projects are worth more than homework assignments and classroom assignments The grade is determined by a percentage of the points earned out of the possible points.

GRADING SCALE

_x_Same as grading scale used in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook


___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
All points are of equal value.

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

If ill, your work is due the day you return.  If a fieldtrip is scheduled, have a friend turn your work in for you or e-mail your assignment to me by the deadline.  Exceptions to this policy will be reviewed on an individual basis.

Unexcused absences that contribute to late work will lower  your grade.

Repeated absences will lower your grade. If you miss a test or quiz, you are expected to take the quiz the day you return. It is your responsibility to reschedule the make up quiz or exam.  

Quarter and Semester Exams
Failure to be present at the scheduled semester written exam will result in a failing grade for the semester(no matter what the current grade average might be.)
C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Grading is not affected by discipline problems unless a student is removed from class for disciplinary reasons.  Work assigned or due during these or other unexcused absences may not be made up.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
 (Spell out the penalties for cheating in your class if in addition to school policy stated in “Student Handbook” / If no additions, indicate this below)

I expect original work from each student.  Any instances of plagiarism or cheating will result in a zero, a call home, and a note to both the attendance office and the English Department Chair. Further consequences for this choice by a student are in the student handbook.

E. Policy on Extra Credit (if it pertains to your class)  (If no additions, indicate this below)


(Give a short explanation of your extra credit)


(Indicate the point value involved as it pertains to the over-all grade)

One opportunity is given for extra credit by attendance at the school play, one per semester.  Attendance at the play may earn up to 25 points.

F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


___x__JFK NETCATHOLIC

____JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

(Indicate when students and parents will be able to check JFK NETCATHOLIC for your grades in an open gradebook format:  minimum NEW postings will be bi-weekly.  Indicate number of NEW  entries per quarter that parents/students will be able to anticipate when viewing your gradebook.)

· Postings: Bi-weekly
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:10-15 per quarter

H. Support for Student Learning
(such as:  differentiated instruction [varied texts, tasks, assessments], reinforcement of study skills, varied delivery [auditory, visual, kinesthetic], flexible groupings for collaborative activities, peer tutoring,  referral to after school Lancer Academy, etc.)



This class uses differentiated instruction through the variety of assignments students have to 



fulfill their requirements.  Working with various class members allows for collaborative 



activities weekly in the labs. Weekly writing workshop classes reinforce the writing process 

and study skills.  Assignments vary to include all modes of delivery.

I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

The teacher is available at 8 a.m. daily and earlier by appointment.

J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	Oedipus Rex
	Two
	1

	 Antigone, excerpts from several versions including an animated, short subject
	Two
	1

	Excerpts from various plays like You Can’t Take it With You, The Tempest, Tartuffe
	Three
	1,2

	A Doll’s House
	Five
	2

	Death of a Salesman
	Six
	3

	The Glass Menagerie
	Six
	3

	Excerpts from A Raisin in the Sun
	Eight
	3,4

	Excerpts from a musical to be decided, Sweeney Todd, Oklahoma, Into The Woods, Hairspray
	Nine
	2,4

	
	Nine
	4


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  

K.  Technology Used in Classroom Instruction: 

(Indicate equipment used and frequency)

	EQUIPMENT USED IN CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
	FREQUENCY OF USE

	Computers for research project
	Each semester

	DVD player
	Monthly

	Elmo projector when it can be borrowed 
	Bi-monthly
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Sixth





The Sandbox by Edward Albee and  Youth  and The Skin of Our Teeth by Thornton Wilder.
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