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I.  ACADEMIC AREA:

A. Content Description: Listing of MAJOR UNITS, ENDURING KNOWLEDGE (Key Concepts) and ALIGNMENT per quarter:






s

	MAJOR UNITS
	ALIGNMENT W/ STANDARDS*
G 3.1 – Understands the physical characteristics, cultural characteristics, and location of places, regions, and spatial patterns on the Earth’s surface.
G 3.2 – Understands human interaction with the environment.

G 3.3 – Understands geographic context of global issues.

	QUARTER

	Geography Skills- Latitude/longitude,5 Themes, maps, time zones, etc. 
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	World Regions
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	US Regions
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	Urbanization
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	Agriculture
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	Human-Environment case studies in water usage, the Sahel, rapid urbanization, and world population.
	G 3.1, 3.2, 3.3
	1,2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	ENDURING KNOWLEDGE 
*Key Concepts / What student has to know *
	QUARTER

	How to read and understand maps.
	1,2

	The basic skills of geography and how to apply them in our understanding of the world.
	1,2

	A general knowledge of the location of countries and cities of the world.
	1,2

	A general knowledge of the states and the cities of the US.
	1,2

	The impact of humans on their environment- especially in regards to agricultural and urban areas.
	1,2

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


B. Skills:  What the student will have to do and how these skills are to be evaluated.
(Such as:  read, discuss, participate in groups, write reports, write six 2-page papers, etc.)

	SKILLS
	METHODS OF EVALUATION/ASSESSMENT     
	FREQUENCY OF EVALUATION

	Geographical analysis using the 5 Themes
	Assignments and short essays.
	weekly

	Map reading
	Assignments and quizzes
	1-5 times per week

	Contrast and comparison
	Analysis and comparison of world regions
	weekly

	Location skills
	Map assignments and quizzes
	1-5 times per week

	Thoughtful predictions
	Using contrast and comparison students will be able to make reasoned predictions
	weekly

	Note taking
	quizzes
	1-5 times per week

	Homework
	quizzes
	1-5 times per week

	Reading comprehension
	Homework and quizzes
	weekly

	research
	Papers and essays
	quarterly

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


C.  Methods of Instruction:  Instructional methods used to present course content:  
The majority of daily class will be lecture and map work. Reading assignments and research will strengthen reading and writing skills. Small group learning will foster collaboration and listening/speaking skills.
D. Career Application:  

An understanding of the physical and human world can only strengthen one’s ability to communicate with people world wide. This is an underappreciated skill in business and education.
II.  POLICIES:

A. Grading Policies:  

(Such as:  grading scale, criteria, value, weighting)

GRADING SCALE

_X  Same as grading scale in the school system and listed in the Student Handbook

___Different scale  (If different scale, please indicate below):

GRADING CRITERIA / VALUE / WEIGHTING
All points are equal. The final grade will be based on the percentage of points earned in relation to the total points offered.

DETAIL SPECIAL GRADING POLICIES FOR AP / COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

B. Policies on late work, tests and attendance (as they pertain to grading)

Late work is accepted with a 10% deduction per late day.

C. Discipline Policies (as they pertain to grading)

Except for cheating (see below) discipline does not pertain to grading.

D. Statement on School Cheating Policy:
Same as school handbook.
E. Policy on Extra Credit:
Occasionally there may be a bonus question on an assignment or a quiz, otherwise there will be no additional credit.

F. Listing Daily Assignments

(Indicate how you will post daily assignments for parents and students)


_____JFK NETCATHOLIC

_X_JFK Website

_____Both

G. Open Gradebook Report to Web Postings

· Postings:  

There will be a minimum of two entries for every grading period designated on the Academic Office’s yearly grade posting schedule. This schedule can be found in the Communi-K.
· Anticipated number of NEW entries per quarter:


             Parents and students should expect a minimum of 8 entries per quarter.
H. Support for Student Learning
· Varied delivery – auditory, visual
· Small class size
· Peer tutoring

· Before and after school tutoring

· Differentiated instruction

· Referral to after school study sessions

I. Teacher Availability to Students for Extra Help

I am available most mornings at 8:00 and after school. However, coaching and other responsibilities can interfere. Have the students make an appointment or email me at behrendsj@kennedyhs.org.
J.  Major Movies/Films (Video/CD/DVD) Shown as Part of this Course: 

	MAJOR MOVIES/FILMS (Video, CD, DVD) SHOWN AS PART OF THIS COURSE:
	UNIT OR CHAPTER
	QUARTER

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


· Note:  Any movies not listed above must be submitted to the Department Chair and Academic Dean prior to showing in the classroom.  
Jeff Behrends
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Maps, atlases, articles and other materials will be provided by instructor.
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